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Moving Forward

Tzedek v’Shalom has always been what we make ourselves, of ourselves. Without a rabbi to pass
work off to, however, we are forced to contribute from deeper in ourselves. What “offering” can you
contribute to our shul? From your heart and soul. We need everyone’s input to move forward!
High Holy Days
• High Holy Days with Tzedek v’Shalom
Seth Fishman and Bobbie Posmontier are hard at work creating the foundation for our Tzedek v’Shalom
High Holy Days services to be held (as usual) at Newtown Friends Meeting House. They are joined by a
committee (Debbie Chong, Goldie Cohen, Naomi Mindlin, and Anna Kitces.
 Action needed: Send your ideas for reading(s), poem(s), prayer(s), song(s) to anyone on the
committee ASAP.
• High Holy Days at Kol Emet
 Action needed: Contact Norma Kaplis (normakaplis@mac.com) NOW if you have any questions
about arrangements to attend Kol Emet’s High Holy Day services!
Committees
• Havurah research: Diane Gold and Naomi Mindlin will work on clarifying our two-pronged interests as a
havurah—an independent group AND nesting within Kol Emet.
 Action needed: We need input from members about what their questions are about this process.
• Hiring student rabbis: This committee will meeting Sunday, September 14 at 11 a.m. at the Chongs. The
agenda (besides bagels, etc.) will include when/how we want to engage rabbinic leadership through the
coming year.
 Action needed: Contact Debbie C., Naomi, Goldie, or Seth with your ideas.
• Kol Emet Liaison Group: Norma Kaplis and Larry Garfield will continue working on our behalf with Kol
Emet. Other TvSers who have joined Kol Emet can also join this group.
 Action needed: Contact Norma or Larry if you have ideas to share.
SAVE THE DATE: Congregational meeting: Sunday, October 12, in our sukkah!
What questions should we ask to create the shul we want? How do we explore our options?
L’shana tova,
Debby Bossio, Linda Gold, Norma Kaplis, Naomi Mindlin, and Ralph Posmontier
Tzedek v’Shalom Board
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Women’s Day at the Beach 5775
Saturday, September 27

• Belmar, New Jersey

We start the day with a lovely movement that Naomi will teach
us, talk about the year that’s passed and the effect it’s had on us,
bring a reading to share, bring some food to share, talk about our
hopes for the new year.
We’ll aim to meet on the beach at the end of 16th Street at 11:00 a.m. Some
like to get an early start to avoid traffic and parking problems. Those
who want to leave from my home at 9:30 a.m., contact me before Friday,
Sept. 26; if you want to meet me at the beach, let me know.
Debbie

weederwiz@aol.com

September Services and Celebrations
are all listed on the High Holy Day Schedule
(Selichot–Yom Kippur) on page 3.

Tzedek v’Shalom
P.O. Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940
(215) 860-0119
tzedekvshalom@gmail.com
http://tzedekvshalom.org
Board Leadership:
Treasurer: volunteer needed
Debby Bossio
Linda Gold (Membership Chair)
Norma Kaplis
Naomi Mindlin
Ralph Posmontier

215-801-2005
215-741-4571
215-968-3072
215-757-8921
215-579-2644

Y Y Y
Committee Chairs and Coordinators:
Acts of Caring
Debbie Chong
215-504-9268
Jeanlu Ryersbach
215-943-4565
Spiritual Life: Diane Gold
215-295-2028
Webmaster: Jerry Manas
215-698-7957
Please feel free to contact any member of
our Board for any additional information.
Newsletter Editor: Naomi Mindlin
215-757-8921
To submit news to the newsletter:
email: nsmindlin@photoreview.org
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Tzedek v’Shalom 5775 (2014)
High Holiday Schedule

Our Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services will be lead
by Seth Fishman, with Bobbie Posmontier, vocals
Selichot Observance and Film Screening - Saturday, September 20
at 7:30–10:30 p.m.
Location: TBA.
Havdalah and a screening of Thin Ice, followed by a discussion on climate change and
its High Holiday connection
http://www.greenplanetfilms.org/product/thin-ice/
Erev Rosh Hashanah Evening - Wednesday, September 24
Family Friendly Rosh Hashanah Evening Service at 6:30 p.m.
Festive potluck dairy dinner follows at approximately 7:30 p.m.
Location: Newtown Friends Meeting House, 219 Court Street, Newtown, PA 18940
Please let Elana Braz know what you are bringing: elanabraz@verizon.net.
Rosh Hashanah Morning - Thursday, September 25
Morning Service: 9:00 a.m.–1 p.m.
Location: Newtown Friends Meeting House, 219 Court Street, Newtown, PA 18940
Women’s Day at the Beach - Saturday, September 27
For information, contact Debbie Chong at 215-504-9268 or weederwiz@aol.com.
Kol Nidre & Evening Service - Friday, October 3 at 6:30–9 p.m.
Location: Newtown Friends Meeting House, 219 Court Street, Newtown, PA 18940
Please bring your tallit!
Yom Kippur Services - Saturday, October 4
Location: Newtown Friends Meeting House, 219 Court Street Newtown, PA 18940
Morning Services: 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Yizkor: 12:30–1:30 p.m.
Afternoon study sessions: book of Job, minchah, Israel, and the environment
Neilah/Concluding Service: 6–7:30 p.m.: Bring your shofar!
Break the Fast to follow services.
Please contact Elana Braz about what you are bringing at elanabraz@verizon.net.

For further information, contact tzedekvshalom@gmail.com.

Everyone is welcome at TvS services — even on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

--

From a policy statement by Rabbi Jill Jacobs . . .

Social Justice and Climate Change

T

he rabbis of the Talmud ask the following question: When the people
of a town decide to build or repair a guard wall, how
much should each resident pay? Perhaps the wealthiest
residents should pay the most, as they can best afford
to shoulder the burden. On the other hand, maybe the
people who live closest to the wall should pay more as
they will benefit most, since thieves or murderers who
enter the town are likely to target the first houses they
encounter.…
While the Talmudic discussion (Bava Batra 7b) remains indecisive, most commentators conclude that the
wealthiest residents should contribute the most, regardless of where they live. And only in the case in which
two people have an identical household income should
proximity to the walls be factored into the calculation
of responsibility.…
This Talmudic discussion comes to mind when I
think about who bears the burden of our environmental
choices. When we think about climate change, we often
think in terms of dramatic shifts in the natural world:
melting glaciers, heat waves, tornadoes and earthquakes. One might think that changes in nature affect
us all equally. But in fact, poor and non-white populations — both in the United States and around the world
— disproportionately pay the price for our overuse of
natural resources.…
While the wealthiest individuals, corporations,
and nations use far more than their share of our natural resources, the poorest individuals and nations will
pay the price in lives, healthcare costs and a decline in
their standards of living. On a local level, low-income
communities in the United States already suffer physically and financially from smaller scale environmental
decisions. For example, substandard housing stock and
the nearby placement of waste transfer stations, bus
depots, factories and power plants all contribute to high
levels of asthma among low-income children. Asthma,
in turn, leads to missed days of school, missed work
for parents, high medical bills — and, in some cases,
death. And hazardous waste plants, chemical-producing
factories and mountaintop removal mining practices all
lead to high levels of cancer and other diseases in lowincome communities.
Do we allow those who live “close to the wall,”
as Talmudic parlance would have it, pay the cost for
our over-consumption? Or will we take the rabbinic
challenge, and insist that those with more resources

take greater responsibility for protecting the health and
safety of everyone in our communities? And how much
are we willing to pay to guarantee that everyone can
live in health and economic security?
Many Jewish communities already have engaged in
greening projects.… But they are not enough.
If we are to save lives, we also must get out of
our buildings and fight for environmental legislation
that protects the lives and the livelihoods of the most
vulnerable. This means ensuring that low-income
neighborhoods aren’t burdened with more than their
fair share of waste transfer stations, incinerators, power
plants and other sources of pollution — even if this
means accepting that some of these structures may pop
up in wealthier neighborhoods. This means working for
stricter environmental controls on corporations, which
use far more resources than either private households
or Jewish institutions. And this means talking to our
elected representatives about why we, as Jews, believe
that business interests should not take priority over the
health, safety and prosperity of ordinary people.
You may have changed your light bulbs, but now
it’s time to change the laws. The wealthiest among us
— corporations and individuals — need to step up and
take responsibility for the effect their decisions have
on the poorest among us. Like the city dwellers of the
Talmud, we need to protect the lives of everyone living
in our communities.
Rabbi Jill Jacobs is the executive director of T’ruah
(formerly Rabbis for Human Rights-North America).
She has been named to The Forward’s list of 50 influential American Jews and to Newsweek’s list of the 50
most influential rabbis in America. Jacobs is the author
of two books: Where Justice Dwells: A Hands-On
Guide to Doing Social Justice in Your Jewish Community, and There Shall Be No Needy: Pursuing Social
Justice through Jewish Law and Tradition. She received
her ordination at the Jewish Theological Seminary.
Sign up here to join the Jewish Energy Network and
receive weekly articles from the Jewish Energy Guide.
To see the complete article, visit
http://www.coejl.org/resources/social-justice-and-climate-change/.
The Jewish Energy Guide
can be found at

http://www.coejl.org/jecc/jewish-energyguide-2/.
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Board News

At our board meeting in August, we made several
important decisions for our shul. We reported them in
our August update to the congregation, but they can use
repeating, so…

Dues

The board decided to use Joel’s calculations for our
dues at this time. We recognize that his figures included
considerably more expenses for rabbis than we will
probably need, but we cannot recalculate until the
congregation meets to decide on those needs. The full
dues are as follows, but members will be asked to pay
only half of their annual dues at this time. Ralph will
get these bills out as soon as he can.
Family		
$1,200
Single Adult
$600
Senior Couple
$600
Senior Single
$300

Treasurer

We need someone to step up to take on this position.
Ralph has agreed to do what needs to be done now,
is setting up paying our bills online, and will clarify
exactly what this job entails. But we all know how much
Ralph already does. We need someone to become our
treasurer after the High Holy Days at the latest.

Fall schedule

The board has drafted a modest schedule for this
fall:
September 6
Peace Havdalah Party
September 20
Selichot (on the eve of the
Climate March)
September 24
High Holy Days begin
October
Succot and Simchat Torah
October–December
one Friday Shabbat and one
Torah study/month
In addition, following Jes’s submission of a
proposal to the board, and following the lead of the
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, the board voted
to add Tzedek v’Shalom’s endorsement to the People’s
Climate March on September 21. You can see our name
listed at http://peoplesclimate.org/partners/.
Contact information for the Board is always on
page 2 of the newsletter. Feel free to contact any
member.

Rabbinic Committee News

The Rabbinic Committee will meet at 11 a.m. on
Sunday, September 14, at Debbie and Victor Chong’s
home, 417 Edgeboro Drive, Newtown, PA 18940.
Please call Debbie with any questions you may
have, or to let her know if you would like to attend.
(She needs the latter info for a bagel count.)
 			
Debbie Chong		
		
			
weederwiz@aol.com or 215-504-9268

Y Y Y
Tikkun Olam News
We don’t have a Tikkun Olam committee, but that
doesn’t mean we don’t have social action.
In August, Jes came to the Tzedek v’Shalom board
with two ideas: that we should have a service focussed
on peace, and that we should endorse the People’s
Climate March to be held in New York on September
21. The board embraced both ideas.
Jes’s first idea became the focus of our Peace
Havdalah on September 6.
Following our “Congregational Advocacy”
guidelines (Yes! They exist!), Jes submitted a formal
proposal to the board about endorsing the Climate
March and we unanimously accepted it. In addition,
we decided to focus our Selichot program on climate
change and how it relates to the themes of the High
Holy Days. With Rosh Hashanah focussing on the
birthday of the world, the connection comes easily.
As another worthy action to take on Sunday,
September 21, consider the 2nd Annual Yardley
International Peace Day. One of our members alerted
us to this event, to take place 12–6 p.m. at Buttonwood
Park in Yardley. The program will include a Peace
Pole Ceremony, Interfaith Messages, Live Music, and
a vegan potluck. Free. For more information, contact
215-321-0305 or events@khalsahealingarts.com.

Y Y Y
The JOEL* Club
The JOEL lunch club meets every month at a
location generally determined when the group dines.
We’re still finding our footing after the sudden loss of
Joel, so for now, for information about the date and
venue for the next outing, or any questions, please
contact Ralph at ralph9816@gmail.com.
		 * Formerly the ROMEO and JULIET lunch club,
the group has been lovingly been renamed in Joel’s
memory: JOEL: Jews Out Eating Lunch
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Community Announcements
“Introduction to Judaism” is a 24-session exploration
of Jewish beliefs and practices taught by members of
the Bucks County Rabbis’ Council (from all streams of
Jewish affiliation). This course is designed for anyone who wants to know more about Judaism, whether
interested in conversion or in increasing knowledge of
basic concepts and practice of Judaism. Topics include
holidays, history, life cycle, ritual, the Jewish home,
aspects of Jewish belief, elements of Jewish prayer,
explanation of the sanctuary, and more. Classes will
meet most Thursday evenings at Shir Ami in Newtown,
October 23, 2014 through April 17, 2015 at 7–9 p.m.
The fee is $150. To register and for more information,
contact Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy rabbianna@gmail.
com or Rabbi Paula Goldberg rabbipaula@gmail.com.
Movies @ Gratz presents 18 Voices Sing Kol Nidre,
an Emmy Award-nominated film—A Unique Way to
Prepare Yourself for Yom Kippur. Sunday, September
21, 2014
7 p.m. Introduction by Hazzan David F. Tillman
7:30 p.m. Film Screening View movie trailer
$12 in advance $15 at the door
Purchase tickets through secure website. Download
mail in reservation form.
Contact: Mindy Cohen, 215 635-7300 x155
Connect with the Jewish Reconstructionist
Movement - Tzedek v’Shalom is a member of
this movement and you can keep in touch with
our parent organization through its website and its
digital newsletter. The movement offers various
listserves to sign up for, depending on your interests,
and is available on Facebook and Twitter. For more
information, contact http://www.jewishrecon.org/.

Y Y
In Our Shul…
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Member News
You may not remember exactly where you were, but
you probably remember exactly how you felt when
you received this message from Steve Bacher: “With
terrible sadness we write to let you know that Joel
Bacher passed away this afternoon, peacefully,
surrounded by his loved ones.” It is impossible to
express our tremendous sense of loss. May Joel’s
memory be for a blessing.
We were saddened by the passing of Stephen Perloff’s
sister, Connie Green. Some of you may remember
when she stayed with the Mindlin/Perloffs for a few

months and attended some TvS events. May her
memory be for a blessing.

Refuah Shleymah (Get Well Wishes)
Home Bound (and would love visitors!)

Susan Kitces, Anna Kitces’s mom (lives at the
Kitces/Fishman residence)
Ettie Kernis, Bobbie Posmontier’s mom (lives at the
Posmontier residence)
Eddie Mann, Diane Gold’s dad (lives at Manor Care
in Yardley)

Contributions

General Operating Fund
from the Necowitz family, with gratitude to Arnie &
Diane Gold, “for taking care of Nugget while we
were vacationing in CA.”

Lifecycle Events at TvS
Anniversaries:
Max Yaffe & Joan Amatniek
Sharon and Jerry Manas
Larry & Jennifer Garfield

September 5
September 10, 1989
September 28, 1986

Birthdays:
Rob Weintraub
Holly Dannin
Sharon Blumenthal
Laura Fishman
John Pawling
Kyle Panick
Noa Kuzma
Jes Savrin
Ralph Posmontier

September 1
September 8
September 11
September 13
September 14
September 15
September 18
September 18
September 22

Yahrzeits:
Yahrzeit dates are listed here by the Jewish death
day (according to the Jewish calendar) and its
Gregorian equivalent this year. The original death
date follows in parenthesis when available.
Helene Berkowitz
10 Elul/September 5 (9/7/73)
Evelyn H. Gold
10 Elul/September 5 (9/10/00)
Roslyn Burd Walcoff 16 Elul/September 11 (9/13/03)
Jane Low
18 Elul/September 13 (9/5/12)
Elsie Kuzma
24 Elul/September 19 (9/11/12)
Cindy Hallock
25 Elul/September 20 8/31/13
Harry Pearson
26 Elul/September 21
Betty Gold
27 Elul/September 22 (9/27/08)
Ruth Kates
27 Elul/September 22
Jerry Cohen
8 Tishrei/October 2 (9/14/02)
Walter Posmontier
8 Tishrei/October 2 (9/14/02)
Edward J. Schwalb 11 Tishrei/October 5 (9/17/02)
Meyer Pearson
11 Tishrei/October 5
Fannie Rosenfeld
15 Tishrei/October 9 (9/27/69)
Goldie and Harry Kahn
September

--

peoplesclimate.org
--

Saturday, September 13
7:00 p.m.

Newtown Friends Meeting House
219 Court Street
Newtown, PA 18940
350 Bucks County PA and our friends at Newtown
Friends Meeting have invited us for a viewing of
the movie Disruption as part of their regular 350
Bucks County PA monthly meeting. This is a fantastic
opportunity to connect with others living in our area who are also deeply concerned about
climate change. If you are interested in participating in the Peoples Climate March on Sept. 21,
you are invited to an “art build” at 4:00 p.m. This is your chance to create effective Climate
Change banners to bring to the march. Please RSVP to Jasmine at 215-510-5562. Donations to
cover supplies will be appreciated.
Potluck Dinner starts at 6:00 p.m. followed by the 350 Bucks County regular meeting at 7:00
and the movie at 7:30. All are welcome. Please come! Everyone is needed as we join together to
move towards finding ways to live sustainably on Earth.

Travel to the Climate March: Several Tzedek v’Shalom
members have expressed an interest in going to the People’s
Climate Change March together. Here is a great link to buses
traveling to the Peoples Climate March from our area.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/greater-philadelphia-delegation-tothe-peoples-climate-march-tickets-11871517027

Many Thanks
TvS and the Board would like to in thank Debbie
Chong for leading adult Hebrew every week, leading
our student rabbi search, helping to organize our
high holidays, advertising for Shabbat services and
for leading joint musical shabbat services with Kol
Emet this past July. There are many more things that
Debbie takes care of for all of us, and we thank her for
everything.
		
– Submitted by Debby Bossio

Thank you to everyone for trying so hard to effect
Joel’s health this past summer. So many people
attended our healing service and regularly prayed for
him. When Joanne told us how much music might help,
many of us went to his bedside — some with guitar,
prayer book, or songbook in hand — and serenaded
him with all our hearts. We drove and cooked and
timed our meditations, hoping for maximum impact.
I’m sure we were all grateful that another one of us
took some action or other that we could not. Although
the outcome was almost too much to bear, it is hard
to imagine having weathered it without our little
community.
		
– Submitted by Naomi Mindlin
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Tzedek v’Shalom Tzedakah Opportunities
Donor (s) _____________________________________________Telephone ________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
Date ____________ Enclosed is a contribution of $ ___________ to the following fund:

q General Operating Fund

q Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

q Jordan Wallis TvS Memorial Fund

q Torah Fund

q Prayer Books Fund

q Tzedakah Fund

Please make checks payable to Tzedek v’Shalom.
Send to: Ralph Posmontier, Acting Treasurer
Tzedek v’Shalom
Post Office Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940
Some suggested occasions you may wish to commemorate with your donations:
œ With Gratitude to: ____________________________________________________
For _____________________________________________________________
œ Mazel Tov to: Name(s) ________________________________________________

q On his/her graduation / birthday

q On the birth / naming / adoption

q On their wedding / engagement

of: _____________

/ wedding anniversary

q On becoming a bat/bar mitzvah
œ Condolences to: ___________________________________________ on the recent
death of _________________________________________________________
œ In memory of ________________________________________________________
œ Get well wishes (Refuah Shelemah) to: ____________________________________
œ Special message: ______________________________________________________
Please send an acknowledgment to:
Name ____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code ________________________________________________

--

