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October at TvS

Sukkot • Simchat Torah • Audrey Antoniello’s Bat Mitzvah
Rosh Hodesh Women’s Group • Torah Study
Tikkun Olam and Spiritual Life Committee Meetings
From our Co-President
Wendy Friedman…

From our Rabbi
Anna Boswell-Levy…

Living in Community

This Rosh Hashanah, we take stock of what has
been for many of us a challenging year in unprecedented ways. This year has been one where we have had to
count our blessings continually because our financial
prospects and security have not been nor felt secure,
nor have they been clear.
…This time of year is called the “Season of our
Ingathering,” a succession of Jewish holidays that officially ushers in this time of introspection, our response
to the threat of scarcity. You may wonder—what is the
Jewish response to hard times?
American society today stresses the value of independence and self-sufficiency. We define adulthood and
maturity as the point where one breaks away from our
family of origin to make our own fortune in the world.
It is normal to leave family and childhood to move
across state and across the country for a job. In the past
50 years, Jews in particular have moved out of the city
(Continued on page 2)
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TvS: Our Unique Community

I am both honored and humbled to serve as our
synagogue’s new co-President, along with Ruth Jampol
and Noa Kuzma, and we look forward to leading our
congregation. Our different interests and strengths will
really complement each other in the coming year.
There is something especially wonderful about
seeing our sanctuary full of congregants and guests as
it was during the recent High Holidays. My family and
I have been members of this shul for four years. During
this time, my son Zach has become a bar mitzvah and
my daughter, Jordyn will become a bat mitzvah next
June. My husband, Jason and I are very proud of their
accomplishments.
How did I come so far so fast? I was addressing
school parents on the first day of religious school and
I think at that moment, the realization really began to
sink in for me of how immersed in this synagogue I
have become. Along with my Co-President role, I am
(Continued on page 4)
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(Rabbi Anna’s column, continued from page 1)
neighborhoods and into the suburbs, where communal
ties are much looser. We set our priorities based on
our individual schedules and the clock, not according
to communal values. And gradually, we have replaced
face-to-face social interactions with cell phones and
computer screens.…
Against that light, Judaism can be considered radical
and counter cultural! In contrast, it stresses the values of
interdependence and reliance on and obligation to community. The traditional Jewish framing of this concept
is captured succinctly in a phrase from Pirkei Avot—al
tifros min h’atzibur—do not separate yourself from
the community. This dictum is not so easy to adhere to
when you are depressed, ashamed, or hurt. But Judaism
stresses that the community is ultimately the balm that
will heal and redeem you. Isolation and the feeling of invisibility can lead to a sense of deep alienation, and it is
this that we must battle above all else when the economy
punches us in the stomach. Al tifros min h’atzibur—do
not separate yourself from the community.…
From a Jewish perspective, community is everything—community teaches you, lifts you up, community tests you, community defines you. Our way, as Rabbi
Elizabeth Bolton states, “is not a path of rights, it is a
path of responsibilities.”
So when you become part of a Jewish community,
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you don’t get privileges, you get obligations. If you
are not a TvS member, I hope this is not a deterrent to
joining us, because I believe you will soon discover, as
I have, the redemptive power of community.
I believe that in community, everyone has a place.
When community functions at its best, it shines a light
on a person’s unique spark, draws it out and encourages
it to glow.
This summer, Josh and I moved to Yardley. Even
though it was just a ten-minute drive from our former
place, we weren’t excited about moving. Moving is a lot
of work, it threatened to steal our summer, and then you
have adjust to the new place. And, we had just moved
here last year! But on moving day, a veritable minyan
of people from Tzedek v’Shalom showed up, young
and young at heart, men and women and teenagers. It
was extremely hot and muggy, but we made a day of
it, working hard and enjoying one another’s company.
At the end of the day, Josh and I offered the teenagers
compensation, as we had advertised. But they smiled
and said, “No, that’s OK.” I heard from their families
later how good they felt to be able to help us out.
I am honored to experience myself not only as your
rabbi but also as someone who is part of the community. You are so generous with us, sometimes I think dayenu—enough! But I then I realize that this is precisely
what we at TvS strive to create more of—opportunities
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to give, and to be able to allow oneself to be given to—
to receive. It is humbling to be on the receiving end of
such giving—to accept help, knowing that I can’t and
shouldn’t go it alone, to know that ultimately we need
one another to survive, indeed to thrive. I know that a
couple of our teens experienced in a powerful way that
they had something precious to offer.
This summer, a group of us from TvS have been
studying Mussar, a tradition of Jewish ethical development that stretches back some 300 years. The popular
contemporary American teacher of Mussar, Alan Morinis, teaches that the characteristic of humility is the first
thing a person should focus on because it “entails an
unvarnished and honest assessment of your strengths
and weaknesses. Without this accurate self-awareness,
nothing else in your inner life will come into focus in
its true measure. Without humility, either you will be so
puffed up with arrogance that you won’t even see what
is really needing some work, or you will be so deflated
and lacking in self-esteem that you will despair of being able to make the changes that are lit up so glaringly
in your self-critical mind.”
Humility helps us realize that we need one another,
that it is okay to be vulnerable. A healthy sense of humility helps one to understand one’s place and one role in
community, and know one’s limitations. The good measure of humility teaches us that not one of us is perfect,
that mistakes are part of the process, and that an essential part of being human is being able to be vulnerable.
In challenging times, it can be difficult to share what
is actually happening in our lives. In this society, our
pride and our sense of identity is so highly defined by our
careers and the area we live in that one can feel an acute
sense of isolation and shame by losing a job or a home.
Judaism essentially tells us through the High Holiday liturgy that it is fine (though certainly not fun) to be
vulnerable, and that when you feel vulnerable, you are
actually being receptive to transformation. During this
season, we are commanded to build a sukkah, a simple
thatched booth of wood, outside in the chilly windy
weather, where is it liable to be knocked over, and live

in it. Live in it— eat in it, socialize in it, sleep in it. The
main commandment concerning the sukkah is to welcome people, honored guests, into it. Why? In order to
teach us that open, shaky, vulnerable places are where
we feel the presence of God most, where we can best
learn that strength can be found by letting people into
our spaces and into our hearts, in sharing our stories, in
supporting one another’s individual paths as we build a
community based on acts of caring.
This year, for many of us, the High Holidays feel
different. Because of the circumstances occurring in so
many of our lives, we enter this season already feeling that sense of vulnerability. And the challenge for
this year is how we can understand more deeply what
it means to depend on God. How can we build a sense
of community that goes beyond pleasantries, where we
can share our vulnerability, offering what we have, and
being able to receive in return?…
I want to leave you with an image from the Torah
portion we [read on Rosh Hashanah]. A woman named
Hagar and her young son have been cast out of their
home. Alone and stranded in the wilderness, without
food or water, Hagar is convinced they will die in the
desert. She leaves the child under a bush and sits a
“bowshot’s length” away from him, so that she would
not have to hear his cries or witness the child’s death.
But God hears the child’s voice and called out to Hagar,
assuring her that he would not die, but would become a
great nation. And God caused her eyes to open and she
beheld a well of water in front of her, so that she could
give to herself and her son.
On this Rosh Hashanah, may God hear our cries
and cause our eyes to open to the wells of water that lie
in front of us. May our teshuvah be that we open our
hearts, share our pain, and nourish one another.
				 L’Shalom,
				 Rabbi Anna

This is an edited excerpt from Rabbi Anna’s Rosh Hashanah sermon from this year. The complete sermon is available on the TvS website at www.tzedekvshalom.org.)

GENARDI’s uses E-scrip for rebates. Register your Genardi’s
discount card to Tzedek v’ Shalom and a percentage of your
purchases will be credited to TvS each month. You can register at the store front desk.
ACME donated $143 to TvS for cash register receipts in 2009.
MCCAFFREY’S also has a cash register receipts program.
Bring your receipts to events and give them to a board member or myself.
Contact Arnie Gold at 215-295-2028 or agoldn1@aol.com
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(Wendy Friedman’s column, continued from page 1)
fully handcrafted Ner Tamid, the eternal light for our
the Educational Chairperson and co-Aleph teacher at
ark! It was wonderful to come together as a community
our religious school. I am also our Fundraising Chairand to raise the money that was needed to pay for the
person. Why do I do this?
Torah. Our synagogue also celebrated a special mileWell for me, it started with community. There is
stone in May—our 13th year—which we celebrated
just no place else that feels like TvS. Tzedek v’Shalom with a special Bar Mitzvah service during which some
is made up of our families, our history. Our community of our members even read from our new Torah —and
is one that accepts people for who they are and allows
an awesome bash accompanied by the music of some
creative energy to flow through. We may speak difof our talented members, The Posmontiers’ band and
fering views, yet we all have the same heart to work
Matt Alder, DJ! And… word about TvS is definitely
together and make things happen. Our unique services
traveling faster these days thanks to some super web
filled with actively engaged voices and wonderful
masters Larry Garfield and his fabulous marketing
musical instruments are spiritually moving and upliftgroup, Carrie Nardini, and the endless energy and exing. We are surrounded by great people—motivated to
pertise of Jerry Manas and Noa Kuzma. Check out our
make this a terrific community!
brand new website—it’s a sight to behold!
Someone recently told me that to her, the Rabbi is
As we look to the new year, I invite each of you
the heart of the congregation. In thinking about that,
to think about how you can incorporate TvS into your
I couldn’t help but ask, “Who is the soul of this synavery busy lives. We have lots of exciting ideas for
gogue?” On Rosh Hashanah, we answered this question programming, fundraising opportunities, and even the
together when everyone helped me conduct a short
reinvigoration of our choir. Whether it’s volunteering
survey. I asked people to stand up and remain standing
on a committee, attending a new educational or social
if they fit into any of the following categories:
event, or honoring a loved one though a donation, I
• served as President of TvS
encourage you to think about just one new thing that
• are currently or have ever served as a member of you can do this year to make a difference. Get involved
our Board of Directors
at a level you are comfortable with.
• led services, read Torah or Haftorah, or delivered
I believe that just as I have found the more I have
a d’var Torah, at any of our services
gotten involved, the more I have become connected,
• participated in our services, opening the ark, car- you will also find the more you get involved the more
rying a Torah, having an aliyah
you will get out of being a part of this community.
• sang in our choir
We need people who are younger, who are older,
• teach or have ever taught in our religious school
who are thrilled with what the synagogue does for them
• attended our religious school
or those who are seeking improvements in different ar• chaired or been a member of any of our synaeas. We need those who have just a little time to give or
gogue committees
those with more time than you know what to do with.
• volunteered for or participated in a TvS event
I encourage you to find the best place for you and your
such as our Shabbat Lunch & Learns, Purim
family to get involved.
shpiels, Succot and Chanukah celebrations, variLastly, like a family, I know that we will pull
ous fundraising events such as our Annual Flea
together to contribute to the continued fiscal health and
Market, or any of our delicious potlucks
well-being of our communal home. I urge each of you
By this point, 3/4 of the people in the room were on to make a donation at whatever level works for your
their feet — and the remainder were mostly guests. It
family. Each and every donation is deeply appreciated
does take a village to raise our family!
and you are making a difference.
Before I look to the future, let me reflect on the
I would like to thank all of the people who preyear that has past. There have been some wonderful
pared TvS for the High Holy Days, and the dozens
differences in our sanctuary. Perhaps the most signifimore who prepare TvS for all of the other days of the
cant was the presence of our new rabbi, Rabbi Anna
year. On behalf of myself, my family, and the entire
Boswell-Levy, who also serves as our Religious School Board of Directors, I want to wish you all a year of
Director. Rabbi Anna has brought new and innovative
health, happiness, and peace.
ideas to both our synagogue and religious school and
				
L’Shana Tova.
we look forward to a year filled with more energized
				
Wendy Friedman
ideas. And in a very different type of transition, we
welcomed into our community a new Torah and beauti--

October Services and Celebrations at TvS
Sukkot in the Sukkah
Friday, October 2
5 p.m. Sukkah Building/Decorating
6 p.m. Pizza in the Sukkah
7:15 p.m. Services in the Sukkah
Location: at the TvS sukkah at the Posmontiers’
home
32 N. Lincoln Avenue
Newtown, PA 1894
215-579-2644
bobbiepos@verizon.net
ralphpos@verizon.net
Saturday, October 10 at 9:30 a.m.
Simchat Torah Service and Kiddush
Leader: Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy
Location: at
Newtown Friends
Meeting House
Court Street
Newtown, PA

Saturday, October 17 at 9:30 a.m.
Bat Mitzvah of Audrey Antoniello
Leader: Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy
Location: at Yardley Friends Meeting
House
65 North Main Street
Yardley, PA
Sunday, October 18 at 7 p.m.
Rosh Hodesh Women’s Celebration
Location: at the home of Norma Kaplis
787 Washington Crossing Rd.
Newtown, PA 18940
For directions, contact Norma at 215-968-3072 or
normakaplis@mac.com.
Saturday, October 24 at 10 a.m.
Torah Study
Location: at a member’s home TBA
Friday, November 6 at 7:15 p.m.
Shabbat Service
Leader: Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy
Location: at Newtown Friends Meeting House

Join Fellow TvS Members at the

First-Ever National
J Street Conference
Sunday, October 25 – Wednesday, October 28
Grand Hyatt Hotel, Washington, DC
At this moment of promise, it couldn’t be more important to show that American Jews
support a just and peaceful resolution of the Israeli–Palestinian conflict. Join other TvS
members at the J Street Conference in strengthening this bold, growing movement!
This is an exciting opportunity to hear from experts and activists and meet others who care
deeply about this issue.
We get substantial discounts as a group, so please contact Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy before
registering. Visit J Street online for conference details at www.jstreet.org and follow the link
below to read a newly released article on J Street and the new Jewish peace movement from
Congressional Quarterly magazine: www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?docID=news000003191920.
--

TvS Board News

Rosh Hodesh

The next TvS Board meeting is on October 14th at 7
p.m. at the Jampol/Lifson home, 456 Lafayette Street,
Newtown, PA 18940. For directions, contact Ruth at
215-860-8903 or rjampol@aol.com.

TvS Board Meeting Highlights
September 9, 2009

Budget: After several months of planning, the board
unanimously approved the budget for 2009-2010.
Treasure’s Report: School fees and membership dues
are sufficiently up-to-date and cash flow is adequate
this month.
Rabbi Anna previewed her plans to deliver a sermon
about promoting peace in Israel and the organization
J Street. She asked for the Board’s help in encouraging congregants to talk openly about this controversial subject. She asked that we see this as an opportunity to learn how to tackle controversial subjects
productively within the congregation. Ruth reminded
the Board that the congregation has a process for
deciding actions to take collectively. We may want to
use that process around this issue.
High Holiday Preparations: Preparations for High Holidays include nametags to assist newcomers in getting
to know us, High Holiday donation cards, a packet of
information for visitors, and a mitzvah sign-up. Rob
Weintraub is organizing potlucks and Ralph Posmontier is organizing ushers.
Addressing economic distress locally: Plans are underway to partner with Newtown Friends on ways to
help people during these stressful economic times.
A swap meet is under consideration for December 6.
Meanwhile Ohev Shalom is sponsoring a resource
fair on Nov. 11 and 12. United Methodist is sponsoring a symposium on poverty on Nov. 22
Fundraising: Wendy Friedman is looking for help in
planning a fundraiser for November 21.
Retreat: The Board is looking for a coordinator for next
year’s retreat.
Religious School: Rabbi Anna will be the on-site
supervisor at Sunday school sessions. The Religious
School schedule will include a new segment aimed
at giving children more experience and skill with
services. We are aiming to increase children’s participation in services and to build a more unified community.
			
Jennifer Paget, Board Secretary
			
215-736-9525 or jlpaget@yahoo.com

Y

Y

Y

Our next Rosh Hodesh Women’s Celebration will be
held on October 18th at 7 p.m. at the home or Norma
Kaplis, 787 Washington Crossing Rd., Newtown, PA
18940. For directions, contact Norma at 215-968-3072
or normakaplis@mac.com. For more information about
Rosh Hodesh, contact Bobbie Posmontier at 215-5792644 or bobbiepos@verizon.net.

Y Y Y
Adult Education
Opportunities with Debbie
Learn Prayerbook Hebrew

Is your Hebrew reading a little shaky from too
many years away from religious school? Perhaps you
never learned the alef-bet as a child and are now ready
to take it on. Join this beginner Hebrew class (for
adults—anyone over age 13). We will devote 45 minutes once a week to studying together starting the week
of Sukkot (October 2–9), and by next Rosh HaShanah
you will be reading prayerbook Hebrew. The class day
and time will be determined by the majority of people
who express interest and commitment. Although we
will meet only once a week, you will be assigned some
homework and hevrutah study (studying with a partner,
usually by phone) during the week. The classes are informal and stress free, the pace is set by the group, we
use a couple of easy texts, and we have some fun.

Study the Siddur

This is an ongoing class during which we read every word—English and Hebrew—on every page of the
siddur, and discuss. This group meets weekly, Thursdays at 6:30 p.m., and you can drop in any time.
These classes are free for TvS members. For more
information or to register, contact Debbie Chong: call
215-504-9268 or email weederwiz@aol.com.

Y Y Y
Spiritual Life News

We will meet the third Friday of each month at 10 a.m.
at Bobbie Posmontier’s home at 32 N. Lincoln Avenue,
Newtown, PA 1894. Please email either Diane Gold or
Bobbi Posmontier with any ideas that you would like to
offer.
			
– Diane Gold and Bobbie Posmontier
			
Spiritual Life Co-Chairs
			
agoldn1@aol.com
			
bobbiepos@verizon.net

--

Spiritual Life Mitavah Projects

As a member of the Spiritual Life Committee I am
describing two activities that honor part of our SL mission:
“We offer ways to renew spiritual sustenance
and connect to the magnificence of something
‘greater,’ in order to joyfully pursue our commitment to the TvS community and to the larger,
social world.”
We explored two venues and ask the TvS community to support them with:
1. Providing food and clothing for one entire family.
2. Playing BINGO at Pickering Manor on December
25th
In our first project, we will sponsor one family so
they can really celebrate Christmas. Karen Lawler, a
member from St. Andrews Parish, began this project
25 years ago and has a lot of experience coordinating
needs and delivery. Karen has lists of interfaith families
who need some attention and will give us the names,
ages, sex, and sizes for each member of our particular
family. We are also asked to provide a holiday meal so
that they have a fuller sense of the Christmas spirit.
Karen will contact me, Jean Ryersbach, in mid-Novem-

ber with the necessary information and I will then pass
it on to you.
We are invited to box and gift-wrap at her home on
the 18th of December and deliver gifts to the family on
the 19th of December. If we cannot participate, due to
Shabbat, Karen will deliver on our behalf.
Our second mitzvah is with Pickering Manor in
Newtown where 20–22 residents eagerly attend the
weekly BINGO event. It is there biggest activity and
they are delighted that TvS will have two volunteers
to relieve workers that want to spend time with their
families. The event is on Friday, December 25th and
two people are needed between 1:00 p.m. and 3:15 p.m.
If you are interested in being involved, please call me
at 215-943-4565 and we will go together to meet the
residents.
The SL committee has more for all of us….
				
Jeannie Ryersbach
				
215-943-4565 or

Y Y Y
Teen and Tween News

Welcome Teens and Tweens! We are in the process of
planning some exciting things for you this year, includ-

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS for 2010 !
Usable Now — Good to November or December of 2010.
Get big discounts on

Dining out • Casual Dining • Fast food
Supermarkets • Sports and other entertainment
Retail and services • Travel and hotels
All for a discount price of $30.00

PLUS… When you activate your card on their web site

additional coupons come up that can be printed out and used.

AND… During the year new vendors are made available on the Entertainment web site as
well. Many of the vendors will allow you to print coupons from the Entertainment web site
monthly so you can go back multiple times.                                

Please purchase Entertainment Books for your family and friends as gifts and
sell them to your co-workers and neighbors. Please help make this a successful fund raiser.

Contact Arnie Gold at 215-295-2028 or agoldn1@aol.com
--

ing bowling, movies, and many community service
opportunities.
**High schoolers, you know you can use the Tikkun Olam for time toward your “community service
hours required/suggested for school.” The hours look
really good on resumes for college! Plus, by participating, you’ll get to hang out with old friends and new!
**We would like to have a tween and teen
person(s) to help with planning events. If you think
that’s YOU, please contact me. If you have an idea for
an event, or you already have something planned with
your friends, we can easily turn that into a “teen thing.”
Just let me know. Please send a quick e-mail to me at
deborahbossio@comcast.net to update your e-mail,
AIM or Facebook account or phone #s. I will send you
short notes on upcoming events and “get togethers.”
Thanks and Happy New Year!
			
Debby Bossio, TvS Teen Coordinator
			
deborahbossio@comcast.net
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Tikkun Olam Committee
The Tikkun Olam Committee met in September
and discussed several new and proposed projects.
Work continues to see if “Safe and Sound,” the congregational mitzvah project that was postponed last spring
due to legal concerns raised by the Bristol Senior
Center, can be completed. The project was to involve
congregants going to the homes of seniors served by
the Bristol Senior Center to make adaptations that
would prevent falls. Josh Boswell-Levy has tried to
address the Senior Center’s legal concerns, but it is still
unclear whether the project can be done. The Tikkun
Olam committee decided to postpone further planning
until we can meet with someone higher in the Senior
Center’s hierarchy to determine its feasibility.
A second potential project, being planned in conjunction with the Newtown Friends, involves a resource
swap targeting members of the local community who
have been adversely affected by the economic downturn.
A joint meeting with the Newtown Friends took place on
September 24th to continue planning this project.
The next Tikkun Olam meeting will be held on October 7th at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Janis Gemelfarb
at 739 Bridgeview Road, Langhorne, PA 19053. For
directions, contact Janis at 215-752-9279 or jgemel@
verizon.net.
For more information about the Tikkun Olam
Committee, contact Ruth Jampol at 215-860-8903 or
rjampol@aol.com.

Community Announcements

“Reinventing Ritual: Contemporary Art and Design
for Jewish Life” - a new exhibit at the Jewish Museum, 1109 Fifth Avenue at 92nd Street, New York, NY
- www.thejewishmuseum.org or 212-423-3200 - Sat–T
& Th 11 a.m. – 5:45 p.m., F 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. - through
February 7.
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation News: Ma
Nishma (“What’s Happening?”): Register at the JRF
website at http://jrf.org/user/register then click “Manage your JRF e-newsletter subscriptions” at the top left
of the home page to subscribe.
Jewish Federation News: to get email news about the
Kehillah of Bucks County, contact jkraus@philafederation.org or visit www.jewishphilly.org.
Jewish Family and Children’s Service offers a variety of programs and workshops. For information on
Philadelphia area programs, contact (866) 532-7669,
info@jfcsphilly.org, or visit www.jfcsphil.org. For
Mercer County programs, contact Debra H. Levenstein
at 609-243-0390 or debral@jfcsonline.org, or visit
www.jfcsonline.org and follow the link to “Calendar”
for complete information.

Y Y
In Our Shul…

Y

Member News

Our own Joel Bacher will be performing in two
performances on Saturday, October 17th at the Langhorne Presbyterian Church, Bellevue and Gillam
Avenues, Langhorne. You can catch him (after Audrey’s
Bat Mitvah) at 1 p.m. and 8 p.m. He will be singing
with The BucksMont Squires of Song and in one of the
barbershop quartets. All seats are general admission:
adults $15, students & seniors $12. For more information, contact 215-885-1337 (day) or 215-657-3636
(evening) or contact Joel at carojoel@comcast.net.

--

Oh My God... It’s All The
Same! has just been published by our own Zvi Schram
(aka Dr. Robert H. Schram).
The website about the book
describes it this way: “Written
in a personal and very moving
style, Dr. Schram’s book offers
insights from great thinkers
and philosophies about the
nature of reality and the unity
of existence. His own perspective is joyous and he points

Simchat Torah at TvS
		
			

Saturday, October 10
at 9:30 a.m.

at Newtown Friends Meeting House
					
Court Street
						
Newtown, PA

delightedly to ways we ourselves can discover and
live joy. Citing many sources, from mystic Judaism to
Native American shamanism to Hindu philosophy, and
more, Schram proves his point that not only is everything connected but that our perceptions and teachings from varied times and places reflect each other as
well.” You can read an excerpt at this website:
http://www2.xlibris.com/book_excerpt.asp?bookid
=59628&page=1 For complete information, visit http://
www2.xlibris.com and enter the book title in the search
field. Or contact Zvi at robs@barcprograms.org.

Contributions

High Holiday Contributions
from Robin K. Levinson, in honor of Peter Basseches
from Marlene Mendez, in acknowledgement of how
special the congregation is and in honor of a lifelong
friend who is facing a medical struggle
from Linda Gold, in honor of her Hebrew teacher Debbie Chong
Jordan Wallis Memorial Fund
from Joy and Jerry Wallis in memory of Jason Wallis
from Joy and Jerry Wallis in memory of Jordan Wallis
from Joy and Jerry Wallis in memory of Melvin Falk
from Joy and Jerry Wallis in memory of Harvey Wallis
from Joy and Jerry Wallis in memory of Irving and
Estelle Lilienstein

Lifecycle Events at TvS
Anniversaries:
Bobbie & Ralph Posmontier
Joan and Peter Plumb
Robin and Larry Necowitz
Joy and Jerry Wallis
Birthdays:
Audrey Antoniello

October 10, 1976
October 11, 1987
October 19, 1997
October 28, 1979
October 2

Sophie Laden
Steve Pastor
Rebecca Schaeffer
Wendy Friedman
Howard Blumenthal
Joel Bacher
Tyler Sheckman
Sam Sheckman
Rotem Braz/Reese
Sandi Fein
Rebecca Laden
Max Yaffe
Jaye Leah Plumb
Marilyn Silberfein
Sharon Manas

October 3
October 5
October 9
October 10
October 16
October 17
October 21
October 22
October 23
October 24
October 25
October 26
October 27
October 27
October 29

Yahrzeits:
Yahrzeit dates are listed here by the Jewish death
day (according to the Jewish calendar) and its
Gregorian equivalent this year. The original death
date follows in parenthesis when available.
Bertha Rosen
Tishrei/Heshvan 10/01
Fannie Rosenfeld 15 Tishrei/October 3 (9/27/69)
Louis Fein
15 Tishrei/October 3 (10/14/08)
Herman Blask
19 Tishrei/October 7 (10/9/98)
Anne Perloff
23 Tishrei/October 23 (10/24/97)
Benjamin Cohen 30 Tishrei/October 18
Jack Bacher
1 Cheshvan/October 19 (11/1/78)
James Paget
6 Cheshvan/October 24 (10/25/90)
Bruce Slomin
13 Cheshvan/October 31 (10/28/85)
Samuel Blask
14 Cheshvan/November 1 (11/4/60)
Anne Sanders Grand 15 Cheshvan/November 2
				
(11/4/98)
Fay Tabolsky Schram 16 Cheshvan/November 3
				
(10/28/77)
Alex Kauffman 16 Cheshvan/November 3 (10/28/07)
Alfredo Chong 22 Cheshvan/November 9 (10/28/02)

--

A full-day conference presented by UJA-Federation of New York’s Caring Commission and
Hiddur: The Center for Aging and Judaism of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College.
For lay leaders and professionals whose leadership and roles involve engaging or caring for 60s+ Jews, including:
• Rabbis, cantors, and chaplains
• Social workers and mental-health, healthcare, and eldercare professionals
• Lay leaders of congregations, agencies, and Jewish communal organizations

Thursday, November 19, 2009 ⁄ 2 Kislev 5770 ⁄ 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
UJA-Federation of New York ⁄ Seventh-Floor Conference Center
130 East 59th Street (between Park and Lexington avenues) ⁄ New York City
This dynamic exploration of meaning, purpose, and later life will feature:
• Keynote presentations on Mapping the Spiritual Journey of Later Life by:
Rabbi Dayle A. Friedman, director of Hiddur: The Center for Aging and Judaism of RRC
and author of Jewish Visions for Aging
Jeff Levin, Ph.D., M.P.H., adjunct professor of psychiatry and behavioral sciences
at Duke University School of Medicine and pioneering researcher in the field of religion and health
• Videoconference address, From Age-ing to Sage-ing, by Reb Zalman Schachter-Shalomi,
founder of spiritual eldering and Jewish renewal movements and author of From Age-ing to Sage-ing.
• 15 hands-on skill-building workshops on spiritual challenges of later life, Jewish spiritual resources,
and congregational and spiritual-care challenges and tools.
• On Being an Elder: Distinguished Older Jews Reflect on their Spiritual Journeys in Later Life,
moderated by Rabbi Richard F. Address, director of Jewish Family Concerns, Union for Reform Judaism,
and author of To Honor and Respect: A Program and Resource Guide for Congregations on Sacred Aging.
• Optional lunchtime spiritual nourishment opportunities, including music, meditation, and text study.
For more information, or to request an assisted listening device, please contact Jodi Ellenbogen
at ellenbogenj@ujafedny.org or 1.212.836.1473.
Invitation to Follow
Offered in conjunction with the New York University Silver School of Social Work, Division of Lifelong Learning and Professional Development.

UJA-Federation cares for those in need, rescues those in harm’s way,
and- renews and strengthens the Jewish people in New York, in Israel,
- 10
and around the world. www.ujafedny.org ⁄ 1.866.UJA.FED1 ⁄ 130 East 59th Street, New York, NY 10022
1559

Mitzvah Corner
Thank you to…

Diane and Arnie Gold who hosted ourt Selichot program in September.
Carolyn Bacher who hosted our Rosh Hodesh Women’s Group for Tishrei, including delicious food and thoughtprovoking material on “forgiveness.”
Debbie Chong who, once again, organized our Women’s Day at the Beach — complete with feeding the wildlife!
Everyone who helped with our High Holiday services will be thanked next month. For now, a huge thank you
goes out to Rabbi Anna for leading our services and to our coordinators, Ralph Posmontier, Rob Weintraub, and
Arnie Gold.

Y

New Members

Y

Y

Please welcome our new members when you meet them at TvS events!
Renee and Greg Desobry have joined TvS. They may already seem familiar because they are Robin Necowitz’s
parents — and Zoe and Arli’s grandparents.
Marc Fisher and Cindy Weiss-Fisher and their children Audrey and Joshua are already settling into our Religious
School. Be sure to introduce yourself if you haven’t met them yet.
Barbralynne Goldman and her daughter Izabel joined our Religious School last year, and now they have joined
out shul! Please help them expand their roots into our larger congregation.
Julie and Charles Gromer and their son Ben met us at our barbeque in September and have jumped right in, attending many events already. Please continue to make them feel at home.

Mitzvah Opportunities

Y

Y

Y

HIAS and Council Migration Service of Philadelphia: Refugee Volunteer Sup-

port Group — Help needed with housing, transportation, orientation and acculturation. Volunteer positions include Shalom/Welcome Baskets, English Practice Partner, Philadelphia “Tour
Guide,” Professional Mentor, Country Profile Researcher, Organizational Support, Donation
Drop-off / Pick-up Driver, and Interpretation/Translation Services. For more information about HIAS or Council, contact Sarah Peterson at (215)832-0920 or via email at speterson@hiaspa.org.

JFCS: Jewish Family and Children’s Services
• Challah Volunteers: Each year JFCS distributes more than 10,000 challahs to patients on

Friday afternoons before Shabbat at area hospitals. Naomi Mindlin’s dad received one during his
recent hospitalization and it really lifted his spirits. For details, contact Lisa Tischler, Supervisor of
Volunteer Services at 267.256.2082 or LTischler@jfcsphilly.org
• Silver Wheels Volunteer Program provides easy, accessible, and affordable transportation for older
adults. You can choose who, when, and where you drive. Volunteer by contacting Lisa Tischler, Supervisor of
Volunteer Services at 267.256.2082 or email LTischler@jfcsphilly.org.

Bikes for the World: Used Bicycle Collection at Pennswood Village

— Pennswood Village is sponsoring their third annual bicycle collection for Bikes for
the World on October 10th between 1 and 4 p.m. Bring your repairable used bikes to
Pennswood Village on Rte. 413, south of the Newtown bypass. Bikes for the World collects bikes for shipment to developing countries for use by low income people in need of
reliable transportation. Tax-deductible receipts will be available for the value of the bikes as
well as cash donations. A requested donation of $10 or more per bicycle will be used to help with shipping costs.
		
Donations of working portable sewing machines are also accepted.
		
For further information, contact George Kurz at (215) 579-6974 or ghkurz@comcast.net, or Linda Krause
@ (215) 504-1123 or krause@pennswood.org, or visit www.bikesfortheworld.org.
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TvS Calendar — October 2009 • Tishrei/Heshvan 5770
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
Tishrei 13 2
5 p.m. Midweek
5 p.m. Sukkah
Religious School
Building/Decorating
6 p.m. Pizza
7:15 p.m. Services
at the TvS sukkah at
the Posmontiers

4
5
9:30 a.m. Religious
School
IN TvS SUKKAH
at the Posmontiers

6

Sat
3

Erev Sukkot

Sukkot - Day 1

8
5 p.m. Midweek
Religious School
IN TvS SUKKAH at
the Posmontiers

9

10
9:30 a.m. Simchat
Torah
at NFMH

Sukkot - Day 5

Sukkot - Day 6

Sukkot - Day 7

14
5 p.m. Midweek
Religious School

15
5 p.m. Midweek
Religious School

16

17
9:30 a.m.
Audrey Antoniello
Bat Mitzvah
at Yardley Friends
Meetinghouse

7
5 p.m. Midweek
Religious School
IN TvS SUKKAH at
the Posmontiers
7:30 p.m. Tikkun Olan
Committee meeting at
the home of Janis
Gemelfarb

Sukkot - Day 2
11
NO SCHOOL

Sukkot Day 3

Sukkot Day 4

12

13

7 p.m. Board Meeting
at the Jampol/Lifson
home

(Traditional
Simchat Torah)
18
19
9:30 a.m. Religious Heshvan 1
School

Shemini Atzeret/
Simchat Torah

20

21
5 p.m. Midweek
Religious School

22
5 p.m. Midweek
Religious School

23

24
10 a.m. Torah study
at Member’s home
TBA

25
26
9:30 a.m. Religious
School

27

28
5 p.m. Midweek
Religious School

29
5 p.m. Midweek
Religious School

30

31

November 1
MITZVAH DAY
NO SCHOOL

3

4
5 p.m. Midweek
Religious School

5
5 p.m. Midweek
Religious School

6
7:15 p.m. Shabbat
service
at NFMH

7

7 p.m. Rosh
Hodesh
at the home of
Norma Kaplis
Rosh Hodesh

Rosh Hodesh

2
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Tzedek v’Shalom Tzedakah Opportunities
Donor (s) _____________________________________________Telephone ________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
Date ____________ Enclosed is a contribution of $ ___________ to the following fund:

q General Operating Fund

q Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

q Jordan Wallis Memorial Fund

q Torah Fund

q Prayer Books Fund

q Tzedakah Fund

Please make checks payable to Tzedek v’Shalom.
Send to: Joel Bacher, Treasurer
Tzedek v’Shalom
Post Office Box 863
Newtown, Pa. 18940
Some suggested occasions you may wish to commemorate with your donations:
œ With Gratitude to: ____________________________________________________
For _____________________________________________________________
œ Mazel Tov to: Name(s) ________________________________________________

q On his/her graduation / birthday

q On the birth / naming / adoption

q On their wedding / engagement

of: _____________

/ wedding anniversary

q On becoming a bat/bar mitzvah
œ Condolences to: ___________________________________________ on the recent
death of _________________________________________________________
œ In memory of ________________________________________________________
œ Get well wishes (Refuah Shelemah) to: ____________________________________
œ Special message: ______________________________________________________
Please send an acknowledgment to:
Name ____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code ________________________________________________
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Ralph’s Computer Service
Ralph Posmontier - Owner

Ralphpos@verizon.net

On-Site P.C. Upgrades, Repair, Training, and Software Support
Windows 98/XP/Vista—Network Support - Established 1993
32 N. Lincoln Avenue
Newtown, PA 18940
Phone: (215) 579-9816
Mobile: (215) 962-1494

