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Justice & Peace Speakers Series

A 3-part series exploring Middle East issues through  
the lens of our name—Tzedek v’Shalom/Justice & Peace.

Sundays @ 2:30 p.m.
at  the Mollie Dodd Anderson Library at George School 
February 23 Sarah Beller, J Street, Director of Education and Programs 

Beller will speak about J Street, an organization devoted and committed to Israel’s future 
as a Jewish and democratic homeland living within secure and internationally recognized 
borders. J Street believes that a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the single 
best chance available to secure this future. It focuses on the Zionist ideal on which Israel 
was founded—that of a Jewish homeland where Jews can always go to be secure and that 
represents the core Jewish values of justice, equality, and democracy. 

March 30 Stephen Flatow, lecturer on the Middle East 
On leave from Brandeis University and studying at Nishmat, a women’s seminary in Jerusalem, 
Flatow’s daughter was murdered by Palestinian Islamic Jihad in Gaza. Stephen Flatow is 
founder of Congregation Ohr Torah in New Jersey, Chairman of the Israel Solidarity Initiative, 
and a lecturer on Middle East politics, terrorism and victims’ rights.

April 27 The film Jews of Egypt, with speaker Maurice Algazi 
When Maurice Algazi, 88, a member of the ancient Cairene Jewish community of Cairo, Egypt, 
was born, the Cairene Jewish community was 80,000 strong, one of the world’s most populous, 
sophisticated and successful Jewish communities in history. As of the latest count in 2004, only 
100 Jews remain. The film Jews of Egypt is a documentary that attempts to understand the change 
in Egyptian society from one full of tolerance and acceptance to one that rejected minorities.



- � -

Y Y Y
Committee Chairs and Coordinators:
Acts of Caring 
  Debbie Chong 215-504-9268
  Jeanlu Ryersbach 215-943-4565
Spiritual Life: Diane Gold 215-295-2028
Webmaster: Jerry Manas 215-698-7957
Youth Advisors: Bennett Garfield and Abby Yaffe.

Please feel free to contact any member of  
our Board for any additional information.

Newsletter Editor: Naomi Mindlin  215-757-8921
To submit news to the newsletter:

email: nsmindlin@photoreview.org

Tzedek v’Shalom
P.O. Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940
(215) 860-0119
tzedekvshalom@gmail.com
http://tzedekvshalom.org
Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy 

215-287-5128
Board Leadership:

Treasurer: Joel Bacher  215-860-3565
Debby Bossio  215-801-2005
Linda Gold  (Membership Chair) 215-741-4571
Naomi Mindlin 215-757-8921
Ralph Posmontier 215-579-2644

Past President: 
  Jerry Manas 215-341-6413

February Services & Celebrations
Shabbat Services followed by our potluck 
dinner
Friday, January 31 (rescheduled from 1/3)
6:30 p.m. Completely Singing Service led by 
Bobbie, Debbie, Seth, Francine, and Max, 
with musical director Jack Kessler 
7:30 p.m. Dairy Delicious Potluck
RSVP for dinner to Elana Braz at 
elanabraz@verizon.net.
Location: The Mollie Dodd Anderson 
Library at George School

Torah Study
Saturday, February 1 at 10 a.m. – noon 
Location: Debbie and Victor Chong’s home
417 Edgeboro Drive
Newtown, PA 18940
Please RSVP to Debbie and Victor at 215-504-9268 or 

weederwiz@aol.com.
Shabbat Services followed by our potluck 
dinner
Friday, February  14
6:30 p.m. Completely Singing Service led by 
Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy
7:30 p.m. Dairy Delicious Potluck
RSVP for dinner to Elana Braz at 
elanabraz@verizon.net.
Location: The Mollie Dodd Anderson 
Library at George School 

Saturday, February 22
Shabbat Service and Torah Study 

at 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Service led by Rabbi Anna 

Boswell-Levy
Location: at Newtown Friends 

Meetinghouse, Court Street, 
Newtown

Song-filled, contemplative Shabbat morning 
service with Torah reading and discussion, followed 
by Kiddush.

Torah Study
Saturday, March 1 at 10 a.m. – noon 
Location: Mindlin/Perloff’s home 

301 Hill Avenue, Langhorne, PA 190047
Please RSVP to Naomi at 215-757-8921 or nsmindlin@

photoreview.org.

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, March 2 @2:30–5 p.m.

Moving Forward: Our Next Steps
Location: at the Amatniek/Yaffe’s  

375 Sentinel Avenue 
Newtown, PA 18940

Save the Date!

mailto:nsmindlin@photoreview.org
mailto:tzedekvshalom@gmail.com
http://tzedekvshalom.org
mailto:elanabraz@verizon.net
mailto:weederwiz@aol.com
mailto:elanabraz@verizon.net
mailto:nsmindlin@photoreview.org
mailto:nsmindlin@photoreview.org
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 There is a prayer from the Jewish tradition that is 
recited when one goes on a journey. One version of the 
prayer is as follows: 

May it be Your will, O God, my God and God of 
my ancestors, lead us toward peace and direct our 
steps toward peace, and guide us toward peace, 
and support us in peace, and cause us to reach our 
destination in life, joy, and peace (If one intends 
to return immediately, one adds: and return us in 
peace). Save us from every enemy and ambush, 
from robbers and wild beasts on the trip, and from 
all kinds of punishments that rage and come to the 
world. May You confer blessing upon the work of 
our hands and grant me grace, kindness, and mercy 
in Your eyes and in the eyes of all who see us, and 
bestow upon us abundant kindness and hearken to 
the voice of our prayer, for You hear the prayers of 
all. Blessed are You, O God, who responds to prayer.

 But what constitutes “traveling”? According to 
Jewish law, it means “to go beyond the city limits.” 
Traditionally, one recites the Traveler’s Prayer one mile 
after leaving the city limits  — that is, while one is 
in transit. And, if you are in transit all day, with vari-
ous starts and stops, you need only say the Traveler’s 
Prayer once that day.
 As one could surmise from reading this prayer, it 
was written long before the time of cars and airplanes, 
when one traveled by foot or on horseback, and when 
thieves and bandits, preying upon susceptible travelers, 
roamed the countryside and forests.
 These days, cars protect us from most unwanted 
contact with strangers  — indeed, they can isolate us 
from fellow drivers with whom we share the road. 
There is a story about an instance when someone asked 

his rabbi why, in our day, we pray for protection from 
“wild beasts” when traveling by car? “From which 
‘wild beasts’ do we need protection?” he asked. “The 
other drivers,” the rabbi answered.
 It appears that the comfort of cars, paved roads, 
roadside assistance, and GPS have all conspired to 
minimize feelings of vulnerability or fear of the un-
known. We so regularly travel beyond our particular 
city’s limits that we do not feel as though we are going 
into unfamiliar territory when we venture out of town.
 In this technological age, in which we have in-
timate knowledge of places on the other side of our 
planet, I believe the Travelers’ Prayer is still relevant, 
yet perhaps in different ways than it used to be. It 
serves to remind us that we are ultimately vulnerable 
beings at the whim of chance, and that we can only 
place our trust in God with the hope that God will hear 
our prayer. I find that this knowledge in itself keeps us 
safer  — safer from delusions of our own power and 
control, safer from missteps on an unknown path. We 
ask God to guide our footsteps, so that we go out into 
the world to interact with people fairly and truthfully, 
with a kind and soft heart. At its core, the Traveler’s 
Prayer is a prayer for finding and appreciating the 
comforts and the blessing of the familiar. The spiritual 
challenge is to take the sense of home and familiarity 
with us whenever we venture.
 Though we may plan and plan for any eventuality, 
we never know what may lie ahead. But we can’t fear 
for what awaits us; I believe Jewish tradition encour-
ages us to live in the now, to make our lives as mean-
ingful as possible, and to enrich our communities to the 
greatest extent possible. We are encouraged to be 

(Continued on page 4)

From Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy

The Traveler’s Prayer

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, March 2 @2:30–5 p.m.

Moving Forward: Our Next Steps
Location: at the Amatniek/Yaffe’s  

375 Sentinel Avenue • Newtown, PA 18940
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Board News
 The next Board meeting will be on Wednesday, 
February 12 at 7 p.m. at Ralph Posmontier’s home, 32 
North Lincoln Avenue, Newtown, PA. All members are 
welcome to attend meetings, or volunteer to join the 
Board.
 Contact information for the Board is always on 
page 2 of the newsletter.

TvS Romeo and Juliet Club
 The ROMEO and JULIET lunch club meets 
every month at a location offering delicious food, 
with our fine company. Our next get-together will be 
Wednesday, February 26 at 1 p.m. at Zoe’s Restaurant 
(Ice Cream Alley, Newtown).
 Everybody is welcome.
   Joel Bacher carojoel@comcast.net. 
* Reconstructionist Old Men Eating Out and Jewish 
Unorthodox Ladies Interested in Eating and Talking

Y Y Y

Reconstructionist Updates
Prayer from the Heart
How can you bring prayers to life when you step up 
to lead a portion of the service or have an honor at 
your congregation? Rabbi Margot Stein, ’97, recently 
joined the RRC faculty to coach students, one-on-one, 
in chanting and leading liturgy. In four short videos 
designed for you, she explains how a prayer leader can 
be “a model and a mirror” for the congregation. Learn 
her tips for managing self-consciousness and communi-
cating from the heart. Watch the videos >>.
Just Say Nyet
Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, ’90, and coauthor Yelena 
Goltsman urge readers of the Forward to oppose 
Russia’s new anti-LGBT law. They encourage the Jew-
ish community to respond to Russia’s new ban on gay 
“propaganda” with a familiar statement of determina-
tion: never again.
Read more at http://www.rrc.edu/news-media/news/
just-say-nyet.
A New Sky View for Oseh Shalom
When it came time to replace the translucent dome that 
makes its sanctuary what it is, the Reconstructionist 
congregation of Laurel, MD, chose the architect who 
asked, How do you want it to feel? So says its past 
President Val Kaplan in this Baltimore Sun feature, 
which includes a time-lapse video that is visually stun-
ning — and full of feeling.
Watch it and read more: http://www.baltimoresun.
com/news/maryland/howard/laurel/ph-ll-oseh-shalom-
replaces-iconic-dome-20131217,0,919251.story.
Turn to Constructive Conflict on 9 Adar
The Reconstructionist Rabbinical College has partnered 
with the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in Israel on 
its 9 Adar Project. Traditionally this date was a fast day 
on the Jewish calendar, which commemorated a tragic 
and violent conflict in our history. The 9 Adar project 

(Continued from page �)
generous, because that is our strength. Truly, we are on 
a journey, and what defines this journey is not its desti-
nation, but all that we have witnessed and experienced 
and felt and created along the way.
 We have journeyed so beautifully together as a 
community. In the coming months as we make impor-
tant choices that will determine the future and next 
steps of Tzedek v’Shalom, I encourage you to hold the 
Traveler’s Prayer close to your heart. Wherever we 
travel, we can always hold onto blessings that we have 
received and to know peace. 
 L’Shalom / In Peace,
 Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy

A Contemporary Traveler’s Prayer
by Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg

A prayer for the journey
We could say it every day
When we first leave the soft warmth of our beds
And don’t know for sure if we will return at night
When we get in the trains, planes & automobiles
And put our lives in the hands of many strangers.
Or when we leave our homes for a day, a week, a 
month or more—
Will we return to a peaceful home? Untouched by fire, 
flood or crime?
How will our travels change us?
What gives us the courage to go through that door?
 
A prayer for the journey.
For the journey we take in this fragile vessel of flesh.
A finite number of years and we will reach
The unknown, where it all began.
Every life, every day, every hour is a journey.
In the travel is the discovery,
the wisdom, the joy.
Every life, every day, every hour is a journey.
In the travel is the reward,
the peace, the blessing. 

Y Y Y

mailto:carojoel@comcast.net
http://rrc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=99fd4ee96e20ee043f3bd38ca&id=c6423d95cb&e=ba88c26627
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- � -

wants to transform the ninth of Adar, filling it with 
worldwide action for constructive conflict, peace, and 
understanding. There are 18 different ways congrega-
tions can participate. The website is packed with ideas, 
ranging from divrei Torah to instructions for serving 
as a rodef shalom (peace maker) for a day. You’ll find 
options for individuals, youth or adult classes, havurot 
— any age group or configuration you want. Find out 
more and get involved: http://9adar.org/.
Registration Is Now Open for Summer 2014 at 
Camp JRF! Recognized as one of the “Top 10 Jewish 
Camps,” Camp JRF provides innovative, creative and 
engaging programs for youth entering 2nd through 12th 
grades. We welcome children from a wide variety of 
family structures, religious practices, and socioeconom-
ic backgrounds. And it wouldn’t be camp without all the 
fun of summer—swimming, sports, arts, music, friends, 
and so much more! One, two, three, and four week ses-
sions, plus a five-day Family Camp program, all in the 
beautiful Pocono Mountains! For more information and 
to register, call 877-226-7573 or visit www.campjrf.org. 
Or contact our own Ethan Leitner or Bennett Garfield, 
both of whom are Camp JRF regulars.

Y Y Y
In Our Shul…
Refuah Shleymah (Get Well Wishes)
Please remember Arline Kessler, Paula Adler’s mother.
Home Bound (and would love visitors!)

Susan Kitces, Anna Kitces’s mom (lives at the 
Kitces/Fishman residence)

Ettie Kernis, Bobbie Posmontier’s mom — now at 
home, still recuperating.

Eddie Mann, Diane Gold’s dad (lives at Manor Care 
in Yardley)

Contributions
From Debbie and Victor Chong
From the Necowitzes — “With gratitude to Diane and 

Arnie Gold for taking care of Nugget while we were 
on vacation.”

From Sharon and Jerry Manas
Lifecycle Events at TvS
Birthdays:
Kina Leitner February 5
Steve Bacher February 6
Jennifer Garfield February 9
Becca Kleinbaum February 9
Paul Kleinbaum February 13
Joanne Loewy February 13
Amalia Thorne February 18, 2003
Anniversary
Naomi Mindlin & Stephen Perloff     February 24, 1985
Yahrzeits:

Yahrzeit dates are listed here by the Jewish death 
day (according to the Jewish calendar) and its 
Gregorian equivalent this year. The original death 
date follows in parenthesis when available.

Billy Abrams 11 Shevat/January 12 (2/2/85)
Allan Weintraub 20 Shevat/January 21 (1/31/2013)
Joseph Daniels 20 Shevat/January 21 (2/2/03) 
Adele Leventhal 21 Shevat/January 22 (2/12/93)
Roberta Kronstadt   2 Adar I/February 2 (2/8/00)
Marga Knobloch Ryersbach  
  10 Adar I/February 10 (2/20/67)
Benjamin Rosenfeld 12 Adar I /February 12 (2/18/70)
Lou Gold  18 Adar/February 18 (3/8/07)
Nate Director 24 Adar I/February 24 (3/1/08)
Ada Abrams 25 Adar I/February 25 (3/2/00)
Nathan Trachtenberg 26 Adar/February 26 (3/1/92) 
Moishe Ysef Kitsis 22 Adar II/March 24 

Funds are available for education.
Children’s education

Adult education
Summer camp for a child

Tutoring needs
Educational field trips

For more information,  
contact our treasurer, Joel Bacher, at carojoel@comcast.net.

http://rrc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e8dc2f2d9405f4a028431548a&id=e97711248d&e=b21ee2d2bf
www.campjrf.org
mailto:carojoel@comcast.net
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INTERFAITH COOPERATIVE STUDY
7:30–9:00 p.m. 

As a member of the Interfaith Community of Lower Bucks, I have gotten to know 
all three presenters and am sure their knowledge and respect of each other will 
be evident and interesting for all of us.
      Enjoy,
              Jeanlu Ryersbach ryersbach@verizon.net 

mailto:ryersbach@verizon.net
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Tzedek v’Shalom 
Singing Shabbat

Friday, March 14 at 6:30 p.m.
at the Mollie Dodd Anderson 

Library at George School*
Come join Bobbie, Debbie, Seth, 
Francine, and Max as they lead/sing our

Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma’ariv Service,

ably backed up by HannaH Spiro on guitar, our 
very own Ralph on drums, Robert Glatzer 

on keyboard, and hopefully a few more players. Hannah is a 
musician and Reconstructionist Rabbinical College student who got rave reviews 

for her Shabbat style at Camp JRF this summer.

The service starts at 6:30 and will take about an hour. Except for a short d’var Torah, a few page 
numbers, and the appropriate silent prayers, it will be totally sung! We’ve picked out a special mix 
of old Tzedek v’Shalom favorites and some new music you may not have heard before. For sure, it 
will be joyful, moving Shabbat.

Afterwards we will keep our Shabbat tradition and have a Potluck Dinner. Please bring a 
generously sized vegetarian/dairy entrée and drink to share. You may bring an additional dessert if 
you’d like. Also, please bring serving utensils. We will provide the rest.

We’d appreciate an RSVP to Elana Braz at elanabraz@verizon.net so we can get a head count.

Please let your Jewish and/or music-loving friends know about this service. Everyone is welcome.

For questions, email Max Yaffe at maxyaffe@gmail.com.

HannaH Spiro has been singing and strumming at Washington, D.C. area coffeehouses since she 
was 13. Now, a rabbinical student at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in Philadelphia, Hannah is 
revolutionizing the concept of Jewish music, beginning with her 2010 alt-Jewish CD, “Aliyah.” Her newest 
album, “It Is Upon Us,” combines traditional inspirations with alternative perspectives for an alt-folk original 
album of Jewish prayer. Hannah’s sound is a combination of folk, pop and rock, reminiscent of such other 
singer-songwriters as Natalie Merchant and Tegan and Sara. With her interpretive liturgy, musical midrash, 
and other folk-rock music, Hannah combines raw emotion with thought and purpose. 

Learn more about Hannah Spiro and sample her music at http://www.hannahspiro.com/home.html.

*Map of George School: http://www.georgeschool.org/campusmap/index.html  
The Anderson Library is building #61
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To Bobbie and Ralph Posmontier who hosted our 
Shabbat Torah Study in January, and to Seth Fishman 
who led it. Everyone this reporter spoke to raved 
about how wonderful it was!

To Rabbi Anna who led a Tu B’Shevat-themed 
Shabbat morning service in January. And thank 
you to Steve Bacher, our resident Climate Reality 
Leader, who gave us an update on Al Gore’s film, 
An Inconvenient Truth. Steve’s slide show and 

presentation reminded us just what is at stake when 
our climate changes.

To Joan Amatniek who arranged for, the Chongs who 
hosted, and our members who attended our January 
Havdalah Dinner.

We’re minyanaires! Both our Torah Study and Shabbat 
Morning Service gathered minyans in January. And 
more than double a minyan attended our Lunch and 
Learn.Thank you to everyone!

Thank You

TvS Calendar — February 2014 • Adar I 5774

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

January 31
Musical
Shabbat Services
followed by potluck
6:30 pm @ the 
Anderson Library at 
George School

1 1 Adar 1
Torah Study
10 am – noon @ the 
Chongs’

Rosh Hodesh Adar I

2
Spiritual Life 
Committee Meeting
3 pm @ the Chongs’

3 4 5 6
Hebrew classes
with Debbie 
5:30 & 6 pm 
@ the Chongs’

7 8

9 10 11 12
Board Meeting
7 pm @ the 
Posmontiers’

13
Hebrew classes
with Debbie 
5:30 & 6 pm 
@ the Chongs’

14
Musical
Shabbat Services
followed by potluck
6:30 pm @ the 
Anderson Library at 
George School

15

16 17

Presidents 
Day

18 19 20
Hebrew classes
with Debbie 
5:30 & 6 pm 
@ the Chongs’

21 22
Shabbat Service & 
Torah Study
10 am – noon @ a 
NFMH

23
J Street Speaker
2:30 pm @ the 
Anderson Library at 
George School

24 25 26
Romeos & Juliets
1 pm @ Zoe’s 
Restaurant, 
Newtown

27
Hebrew classes
with Debbie 
5:30 & 6 pm 
@ the Chongs’

28 March 1   29 Adar 1
Torah Study
10 am – noon @ the 
Mindlin/Perloff’s

March 2
Congregational 
Meeting 
2:30–5 pm @ the 
Amatniek/Yaffe’s
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Tzedek v’Shalom Tzedakah Opportunities

Donor (s) _____________________________________________Telephone ________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________

Date ____________ Enclosed is a contribution of $ ___________ to the following fund:

q General Operating Fund

q Jordan Wallis TvS Memorial Fund

q Prayer Books Fund

 
Please make checks payable to Tzedek v’Shalom. 

Send to: Arnie Gold, Treasurer
Tzedek v’Shalom

Post Office Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940

Some suggested occasions you may wish to commemorate with your donations:

œ With Gratitude to: ____________________________________________________

For _____________________________________________________________

œ Mazel Tov to: Name(s) ________________________________________________

q On the birth / naming / adoption

 of: _____________

q On becoming a bat/bar mitzvah

œ Condolences to: ___________________________________________ on the recent 

death of _________________________________________________________

œ In memory of ________________________________________________________

œ Get well wishes (Refuah Shelemah) to: ____________________________________ 

œ Special message: ______________________________________________________

Please send an acknowledgment to:

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code ________________________________________________

q Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

q Torah Fund

q Tzedakah Fund 

q On his/her graduation / birthday

q On their wedding / engagement  
/ wedding anniversary



ralph9816@gmail.com

mailto:ralph9816@gmail.com

