The Gantze Megillah* A
The 7th Annual Purim Edition of
The Tzedek v’Shalom News

TvS’s motto: When TvS and God meet… Can chocolate be far behind?
Adar 5770

From Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy…

God to Speak at TvS Lunch and Learn
topic: “Why I am Not Mentioned in the Story of Purim”

W

e are very honored to have the one and only
God come speak at a TvS-sponsored Lunch and
Learn on Saturday February 27th. God will be speaking
about “Why I am Not Mentioned in the Story of Purim.” The talk is timely, as Purim begins that evening.
Originally, God appeared in Rabbi Anna’s dream
one night and proposed to come take part in TvS
upcoming March program on “End of Life Issues in
the Jewish Tradition.” God expressed interest in being
among the panel of speakers, which includes Rabbi
Anna Boswell-Levy, Joseph Levine of Levine’s Funeral
Home and Rabbi Dayle Friedman, an expert on ageing and the elderly.
However, Diane Gold,
who is organizing
the event, thought it
would be better if God
appeared at a separate event,
“so as not to upstage our noted
speakers.” Rabbi Anna thought
that was a good consideration,
and added that for those who
are dealing with the loss of
a loved one, God’s presence
Rabbi Anna thinking…
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might even anger some. “Their feelings are of course
understandable, but if we can avoid upsetting participants unnecessarily, that would be preferable.”
Therefore, God will be the sole presenter at the
pre-Purim Lunch and Learn. God will of course be
present with us during morning services, filling us
with kavannah (sacred intention) and ruach (spirit).
Afterwards, God will speak about why the book of
Esther is a holy
text, despite its
apparent omission
of God’s name
anywhere in the
book. God hinted
to Rabbi Anna that
the Book of Esther
is an ideal ReconImagine Joel at this blackboard …
structionist text
because God is present
through the empowered
actions of its heroes, rather than acting in a supernatural way. The talk should be provocative for all TvS
members, regardless of one’s personal theology.
Afterward, there will be an opportunity to ask
God questions. Joel Bacher, who worried that people
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* As always, the first two pages of this newsletter are fabricated. Be Happy! Purim is coming!!!

will have a great many questions to ask God, has
already submitted a long list of his own queries, along
with charts and graphs to illustrate his ideas.
However, some people are concerned not so much
about question as they are the answers. In classical Reconstructionist thought, God has a vote but not a veto,
and what if God answers in such a way that leaves little
room for argument? Mark Pinsky observed, “Congregational process is an intrinsic, holy, community-building part of life at TvS, even if it does drive people
insane. We can’t let God derail our process!”
Reconstructionist often have different conceptions and experiences of the Divine. Co-President Ruth
Jampol expressed the concern that “As Reconstructionists, many of us believe that God isn’t a supernatural,
anthropomorphic being that doesn’t intervene in our
lives. What if God comes here, and isn’t what we
anticipate or expect? I would be upset if God told us,
or worse, demonstrated how God causes the Sea of
Reeds to part.” Charles Gromer agreed, noting, “I think
I would be uncomfortable if God started messing with
the coffee in my mug!”

A re You
My
goD?

This was a feeling that was shared, even by more
mystically inclined TvS members. Zvi (Rob) Schram
expressed, “Hashem works in mysterious ways. While I
am excited to be in the presence of the Ultimate — this
is what I live for, to know the Oneness of Hashem — I
would be afraid for those who may not be prepared for
Hashem’s Holy Presence. I, of course, would be ready,
as would Jean.”
As Co-President Noa Kuzma put it, “There could
be liability issues.”
One person downplayed the controversy. Ralph
Posmontier, “I don’t understand why people are so bent
out of shape about God coming to TvS. It doesn’t have
to be a theological debate. Let’s just sit around and sing
and play bongos and dance!”
Please plan to arrive early, as this event is sure to
attract people far and wide. Also, if you wish to still be
alive afterwards, make sure to bring dark sunglasses
and only face God’s back.
			
Hag Sameach! Happy Purim!
			
Rabbi Anna

Follow up fundraiser: TvS to publish…

Are You My goD? *
featuring TvS members’ descriptions of
how God appeared at our Lunch and Learn

Do you imagine God will appear as any of these?

* based on the popular children’s book Are You My Mother?

Connect with GOD online at these sites…
Visit God at The God Blog!

www.jewishjournal.com/thegodblog/blogindex.html

"Friend" God on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/pages/God/10141208299?v=info

Join God on MySpace!

www.myspace.com/manupstairs
--
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February at TvS…

Purim • Shabbat Evening and Morning Services • Torah Study
Rosh Hodesh Women’s Group • Congregational Meeting

From Jean Ryersbach…

Visiting the Sick
TvS’s special workshop on “Jewish Sensibilities
and End of Life Decisions” with guest speaker Rabbi
Dayle Friedman on March 14th is having us enter a
conversation about how Judaism embraces life and accepts death as part of the natural cycle of life.
It occurred to the Spiritual Life Committee to have
a conversation also about how to do a mitzvah for those
of us who are in the embrace of sickness/ill health.
A classic midrash portrays God as modeling this
mitzvah when God appears to Abraham in Genesis 18,
a narrative that comes just after the story of Abraham’s
circumcision: God is visiting the recovering patient.
Visiting the sick is called bikkur cholim. In fact, bikkur cholim is considered such an important mitzvah
that we read about it each day in the first pages of our
siddur (prayer book). “These are the deeds that yield
immediate fruit and continue to yield fruit in time to
come,” begins the passage from the Gemara (Talmudic
commentary on the Bible) quoted in the siddur — and
visiting the sick is listed among those acts of lovingkindness. And, according to rabbinic tradition, when
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you visit a sick person, you remove one sixtieth of that
person’s illness.
Some of us are naturals at giving comfort; others
are uneasy about visiting the sick and feel, perhaps, that
they do not have a gift of gab. Yet when we think about
the times we have been sick and bedridden, we realize
we really appreciated visitors or phone calls even if we
weren’t so-so friendly with them before.
Having someone visit brings up the morale of the
ailing and moments of connection. Besides cheering
someone up, you make him or her feel important and
concerned for.
Okay, what is involved in this mitzvah? Really
the mitzvah, according to what I have been reading, is
divided into two parts:
1. Concern for the physical well being of the ill
2. Praying for the welfare of that person.
If you do only one of the two (either visiting without praying or praying but not visiting), you have not
fulfilled the requirements for a mitzvah. We
(Continued on page 7.)
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February Services and Celebrations at TvS
Shabbat Evening Service
Leader: Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy
Friday, February 5th at 7:15–8:45 p.m.
Location: Newtown Friends Meeting House (NFMH)
Shammus: Bossios, Oneg: Weintraub, with
Abrahamsons helping

NO Shabbat Morning Service on 2/27/10
The Lunch and Learn announced on the front cover is a
Purim spoof!

Torah Study
Saturday, February 13th at 10 a.m.
Location: at the Chong’s home
417 Edgeboro Drive, Newtown, PA
18940
215-504-9268, weederwiz@aol.com, or
vmchong@aol.com

Saturday, February 27th
at 6:30–9 p.m.
Megillah “telling” with families
being goofy and hamentaschen!
Location: NFMH
Details on flyer on page 9.

Rosh Hodesh Women’s Group
Leader: Bobbie Posmontier
Sunday, February 14th or 15th at 7–9 p.m.
Location: probably Judy Nussbaum’s home, but stay
tuned for details

TvS NEWS… GOING GREEN
If you currently get the TvS newsletter on paper,
please consider a change to email delivery.

Shabbat Morning Service
Leader: Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy
Saturday, February 20th at 10 a.m.
Location: NFMH
Oneg: Cindy Weiss-Fisher

Tzedek v’Shalom
P.O. Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940
(215) 860-0119
http://tzedekvshalom.org
Anna Boswell-Levy
Rabbi and Education Director

215-287-5128

Co-Presidents:
Wendy Friedman
215-579-9275
Ruth Jampol
215-860-8903
Noa Kuzma
215-493-8418
Secretary: Jennifer Paget
215-736-9525
Treasurer:
Joel Bacher (Finance Chair)
215-860-3565
Communications Liaison and Webmaster
Jerry Manas
215-698-7957
Education (Committee Chair)
Wendy Friedman
215-579-9275
Jordan Wallis Fund Administrator
Jerry Wallis
215-547-1971
Membership (Committee Chair)
Carolyn Bacher
215-860-3565
Spiritual Life (Committee Co-Chair)
Bobbie Posmontier
215-579-2644

Questions: contact Naomi
nsmindlin@photoreview.org
215-757-8921
Tikkun Olam (Committee Co-Chair)
Ruth Jampol
215-860-8903
Rob Weintraub
215-968-7616
Past Co-Presidents:
Ralph Posmontier
215-579-2644
Rob Weintraub
215-968-7616
Fund Raising (Liaison): OPEN
Intergenerational Activities/Events/
Adult Ed (Liaison) - OPEN
Please feel free to contact any member of
our Board for any additional information.
Y Y Y
Non-Board Committee Chairs and Coordinators:
Acts of Caring Debbie Chong
215-504-9268
Jeannie Ryersbach
215-943-4565
Spiritual Life (Committee Co-Chair)
Diane Gold
215-295-2028
Bobbie Posmontier
215-579-2644
Shammus Coordinator - Ralph Posmontier 215-579-2644
Oneg Coordinator - OPEN
Teen Advisor - Debby Bossio
215-801-2005
Newsletter Editor: Naomi Mindlin 215-757-8921
To submit news to the newsletter:
email: nsmindlin@photoreview.org
News Deadline: 22nd of the month. Any submissions after
that date will be included in the next newsletter.
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Congregation Tzedek v’Shalom presents a special workshop

“Jewish Sensibilities
and End of Life Decisions”
Guest speaker: Rabbi Dayle Friedman
Director of Hiddur: The Center for Aging and Jewish Life
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
Sunday, March 14, 2010
George School Meeting House.
Rt. 413 Newtown, PA
1:00 pm – 2:45 pm
Judaism embraces life and accepts death as part of the natural cycle of life.
This workshop addresses the hard decisions that we may have to make as
the end of life approaches, for ourselves or for our loved ones. We will
explore how these difficult decisions are guided and informed by Jewish
spiritual wisdom and traditions.
“The days of our lives are seventy, maybe eighty if we are strong…they are
soon gone and fly away. SO TEACH US TO TREASURE EACH DAY,
that we may attain a heart of wisdom”. Psalm 90

To register, visit tzedekvshalom.org
or call 215 943-4565 or
215 295-2028
All are welcome – a donation of
$10.00 is suggested.
We wish to thank Joseph Levine and Sons for their support and participation.
-5-

TvS Board News

Our January board meeting began with a kavannah
by Rabbi Anna: We prayed for Haiti.
Volunteer Positions: The board is working out a
system of communication to keep members informed
of help we need and to remind members of duties they
have volunteered for. We are working to make the website and list serve as user-friendly as possible. Suggestion and input welcome!
Fundraising: We reminded ourselves that fundraising
is a responsibility shared by all the board and members
and we all need to contribute to the efforts of the fundraising committee. The next fundraiser we are planning
is a Fiddler on the Roof sing-along at the Newtown
Movie Theater. Should be lots of fun!
Congregational Meeting: Sunday February 21st from
3 to 5 p.m. Jerry Manas and the Board presidents will
be leading it.
Rabbi’s roles and responsibilities: The Board has
begun the process of developing a new contract with
Rabbi Anna. We are looking at her job duties and
responsibilities in the context of congregational organization so that her time is used most wisely. If you
have suggestions and feedback related to the rabbi’s
roles and responsibilities within the congregation, pleas
share them with Jennifer Paget. (Write her at jlpaget@
yahoo.com or call 215-736-9525)
Retreat: Plans continue.
Committee Reports:
Treasurer: “So far, so good.” We are on target with
dues payment and budget.
Membership: We welcomed a new family, the Rices,
this month. Welcome to the Rices!
Education: Rabbi Anna shared plans to form an education committee to support the long-term development of the school. She also shared ideas for future
adult education classes, including an Introduction
to Judaism class. The Board is looking forward to
exploring these ideas as we move forward with a
new contract.
Spiritual Life: The meeting will now be on the second Sunday of the month. The committee has been
developing a mission statement.
Tikkun Olam: We discussed the January Lunch and
Learn, presented by Talia Delone, on natural gas
drilling. Stay tuned.
The next TvS Board meeting is on February 9th at
7 p.m. at the Jampol/Lifson home, 456 Lafayette Street,
Newtown, PA 18940. For directions, contact Ruth at
215-860-8903 or rjampol@aol.com.

Rosh Hodesh Women’s Group

We invite you to come to the next Rosh Hodesh
Group, which will meet either February 14th or 15th.
The group couldn’t decided at the last session, but an
e-invite will go out to all women on our list soon.
Please bring two candlesticks and two candles. For
more information about Rosh Hodesh, contact Bobbie
Posmontier at 215-579-2644 or bobbiepos@verizon.net.

Y Y Y
Spiritual Life News

In general we will meet on the second Sunday of
each month at 1 p.m. at Bobbie Posmontier’s house
at 32 N. Lincoln Ave., Newtown, 18940 and all congregants are invited to attend. The next Spiritual Life
committee meetings in 2010 will be held on Sunday
February 14, March 14, April 11, May 9, and June 14.
For any questions or comments about Spiritual Life
at TvS, please contact Rabbi Anna or either of us.
			
– Diane Gold and Bobbie Posmontier
			
Spiritual Life Co-Chairs
			
agoldn1@aol.com
			
bobbiepos@verizon.net

Y Y Y
Tikkun Olam News

The Tikkun Olam Committee responded to the
earthquake in Haiti during January and is forming a
group in response to Talia Delone's presentation on the
January Lunch and Learn. Details for this subgroup is
on the Mitzvah Corner on page 11.
For more information, contact Ruth Jampol at 215860-8903 or rjampol@aol.com.

Y
TvS Teens

Y

Y

In the works are events for each age group: 5th
and 6th graders from TvS Sunday School will join Kol
Emet of Yardley, 5th and 6th graders for a mixer. The
7th graders and UP want to go bowling soon, and bring
their school friends along...so that is also in the planning stage! This younger group (the tweens) is open
to social events and really want to meet other Jewish
teens to hang out with. These youngsters, to be bat/bar
mitzvahed this year, next year and the following year,
are motivated and full of spunk! Throw some tikkun
olam into the mix, and a little kavannah, and we have a
full-fledged TvS tween group!

--

(“Visiting the Sick,” continued from page 3.)
can each define what prayer means for ourselves and,
I think, washing dishes can be a prayer. I can tell you
about that someday. In other words, be less literal about
the word prayer.
What can we do when visiting the sick?
1. Call before you visit; don’t just show up.
2. Schedule your visit carefully. It is best not to
visit very early or very late in the day
3. Respect hospital visiting hours and time the
visit accordingly.
4. Convalescents need visits at home too, particularly if their recovery is slow or their illness
chronic.
5. Find out if there is anything you should bring
with you. Toys, joke books, food, music, etc.
6. Let the ill person lead the conversation; listen
carefully to what is being said, and respond
appropriately. This benefits not only the patient
but you as well, because it allows you to disregard your own anxieties.
7. Figure out if you can be of any tangible help to
the patient or the family.
8. Try to keep your visits short; if the sick person
is tiring, leave.
9. Bring a psalm, a poem, or a prayer to be said
at the end of your visit. (The prayer is likely to
be a MiSheberach, a plea to God for healing.
Tehillim, or psalms, are traditionally chanted
by or on behalf of people who are ill.) If the
ill person is comfortable being prayed for, you
can do it in the sickroom or whatever room
they are in; if not, it should be done silently or
out of earshot.
10. Don’t bring up someone else’s similar illness.
11. Don’t allow the person you are visiting to feel
the need to provide you with entertainment.

Listen carefully and be sure the conversation
is about what he/she wants to discuss, not your
agenda.
12. Remember that easy answers and pat assurances aren’t helpful. “I’m sorry that you feel bad”
rather than “It will be okay” is often easier to
hear.
13. Don’t be afraid of silence. When no one is talking, the significance of your presence can ring
loud and clear
14. Laugh often and tell a joke. “Laughter is the
best medicine” is a cliché embedded in the
truth of experience.
15. Don’t blame the person for their illness.
16. Sit at a comfortable distance, where the person
who is sick can see and speak to you easily.
Regardless of the above list, the main idea is to
bring comfort and some help. When we lighten other
people’s burdens, we bring light into dark corners;
by facing our own fears about sickness and death we
grow in strength and courage. Through small actions,
through doing for someone else the chores that make
up daily life, through helping one person at a time, we
strengthen the web that ties us together as a community.
The TvS community is bound together by more
than just joy: we offer help when life brings sadness or
pain; we also fulfill the mitzvot that guide our behavior
toward one another.
We believe that among the many places holiness
can be found is in building community, especially in
performing acts of kindness for members of the community.
Having six more months in the Spiritual Direction
program shows me even more deeply that a visit itself
is an act of spiritual significance and one where we
build one relationship at a time to bind the larger community together.

SAVE THE DATE

Annual Congregational Meeting
Please plan on attending!
Sunday, February, 21st at 3–5 p.m.
Location: TBD

Be sure to check out the TvS newsletter or our website for
more info on upcoming services and events!

www.tzedekvshalom.org
--

(Teen/Tween News, continued from page 6)
You may recall that last year we had representatives from BBYO come and chat with us at Newtown
Friends about their GREAT youth group offerings
in our area. They are very interested in our joining,
either as a group, or individual membership. There’s a
Newtown group that meets once per month, and offers
teen events with other jewish youth groups and BBYO
members. Some of you are involved with other Jewish
teen groups. We’d love to hear from you. What do you
like about the group? What activities have you participated in?
If you'd like to join BBYO, or want more information, visit www.bbyo.org.
Please talk to Debby Bossio if you have suggestions
for activities for our group and/or questions.
			
Debby Bossio, TvS Teen Coordinator
			
deborahbossio@comcast.net

Y Y Y
Community Announcements

JCC Maccabi ArtsFest: If you are currently between
grades 7 and 11 and would like to deepen your interest
in the arts with fellow Jewish teenagers, consider JCC
Maccabi ArtsFest! For one week you will participate
in workshops with professional artists while making
new friends, exploring a new city, and building a strong
Jewish community of creative individuals. This year,

Philadelphia will take one group to San Rafael, CA, and
one group to Baltimore, MD; both are August 8–13. Arts
specialties include: rock band, jazz band, musical theater,
dance, acting, culinary arts, broadcast journalism, visual
art, vocal music, digital photography, creative writing,
film, and sports broadcasting (not all specialties are in
both cities). Placement auditions will be held at the
Kaiserman JCC in Wynnewood on February 21 and 28 at
1–4 p.m. You only have to come to one of those sessions.
For more info, check out JCC Maccabi ArtsFest online at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdVww6p6yvM or http://
jccmaccabiartsfest.org, or contact the Philadelphia Delegation Head, Lisa Rothstein, at LNRothstein@gmail.
com or 484-437-7072.
National Havurah Committee Chesapeake Retreat March 12–14, 2010 at Pearlstone Conference & Retreat
Center, Reisterstown, MD - Take a weekend to examine
the tension between the holiness of distinction and the
holiness of integration, while experiencing the holiness
of a community in which everyone gives of themself.
Individuals, families, and havurot of all ages will gather
to sign, pray, eat, relax, dance, and learn together. For
further information, contact chesapeake-retreat@havurah.org or http://havurah.org/chesapeake.
Rosalind Wiseman on “Navigating the New Realities
of Girl World and Boy World” about the effects of
technology on children’s interpersonal relationships and
concrete strategies for helping them navigate conflict
ethically. April 14 at 7:30 p.m. at Congregation Adath

RSVP for the February 4th J Street Philadelphia launch
at http://jstreet.org/philadelphia
--

SATURDAY FebRUARY 27th

PURIM

6:30 p.m. Pizza Party
7–9 p.m. Megillah & Shpiels
at Newtown Friends Meeting house
Court Street in Newtown

TvS Style

CoSTUMeS
eNCoURAgeD
FoR
All

PURIM ShPIelS*:
Performed by many of US!
with our 2009 Shpielmesiters

— The Fruity hamentashen 2

Rabbi Anna, Naomi, and their trusty cohorts

PleASe bRINg: 1 doz. hamentashen +
1 liter beverage.

* Please keep shpiels brief — 3 minutes or less — so that we have time
for everyone and include the little
ones, too.

Questions — or to sign up for a shpiel:
call Naomi at 215-757-8921

IMPORTANT Follow up on the camp assembly at our religious school…
The Official 2009 Bad Jewish
Summer Camp Report
available at
www.aish.com/j/fs/50932557.html
Camp Farblondzhet – Dripping Springs, AK
Camp Kishka - Piscataway, NJ
Camp Pupik – Last Chance, CO
Camp Shmendrik – Monkey’s Eyebrow, AZ

--

Jeshurun, 7763 Old York Road, Elkins Park, PA - $35
pp in advance, $50 pp after 4/7/10 - for more information, contact Lisa Licht at (215) 635-8940 x1217 or
llicht@acaje.org.

Y Y
In Our Shul…

Y

Member News

Our new members, the Rice family — Rebecca
(Becky) and Tate and their children Carlyn and Brynna
Noelani — also includes a son/brother, Avery, who
is not (yet) in the Religious School. Please welcome
Avery, too, when you meet him!

Contributions

General Operating Fund
from Susan Levin, in memory of Morris Mindlin

Lifecycle Events at TvS
Anniversaries:

Naomi Mindlin & Stephen Perloff
Birthdays:
Charles Gromer
Steve Bacher
Jennifer Garfield

February 24, 1985

February 5
February 6
February 9

Eric Lifson
February 9
Becca Kleinbaum
February 9
Barbara Sheckman
February 12
Paul Kleinbaum
February 13
Joanne Loewy
February 13
Carolyn Bacher
February 16
Amalia Thorne
February 18, 2003
Ben Gromer
February 24, 2003
Henrietta Levin
February 25, 1992
Julie Gromer
February 25
Yahrzeits:
Yahrzeit dates are listed here by the Jewish death
day (according to the Jewish calendar) and its
Gregorian equivalent this year. The original death
date follows in parenthesis when available.

Rose Federman		 16 Shevat/January 31
Carl Koenig		 20 Shevat/February 4 (1/25/92)
Joseph Daniels		 20 Shevat/February 4 (2/2/03)
Adele Leventhal		 21 Shevat/February 5 (2/12/93)
Irving Lifson		 27 Shevat/February 11
Roberta Kronstadt
2 Adar I/February 16 (2/8/00)
Marga Knobloch Ryersbach
				 10 Adar I/February 24 (2/20/67)
Benjamin Rosenfeld 12 Adar I/February 26 (2/18/70)
Lou Gold 		 18 Adar/March 4 (3/8/07)
Ida Cohen		 18 Adar II/March 4
Coleman Berg 		 24 Adar I/March 10 (2/27/84)

3rd Jewish Youth Song-Writing Contest
This year, use our lyrics!

Put them to your own music (no rap), and send the song
to: Sharim v’Sharot, Central New Jersey’s Select Jewish
Choir. Compete to win $72 first prize and $54 second
prize in each age category, and a chance to have your
song performed at our 10th Anniversary Concert, at
Rider University’s Bart Luedeke Student Center, in
Lawrenceville, NJ on May 16, 2010.

How to enter…
1) Enter in one of three categories: Ages 8–11 Ages 12–15 Ages 16–18
2) Go to www.SharimVSharot.org for the lyrics in your age category.
3) Download the complete rules and application.
4) Send your song and application to us by February 25, 2010.

For more info, contact: info@sharimvsharot.org or
www.sharimvsharot.org
- 10 -

Mitzvah Corner
Thank You to…

Everyone who helped with services in January: Our
shammus Paul Kleinbaum; our Oneg hosts Marcia
Gordon, Noa Nuzma, Elana Braz, Larry Garfield,
Janis Gemelfarb, Eric Lifson and Ruth Jampol, and
Carolyn and Joel Bacher; and our service/ceremony
lay leaders Jes Savrin and Talia Delone.
Our guest niggun leader at our Shabbaton, Gideon
Eisenberg, an accomplished leader of niggun (con-

templative Hasidic, wordless melodies) and friend of
Jean Ryersbach and Zvi Schram.
The winner of the 50-50 raffle event, who chooses to
remain anonymous, donated the proceeds to the TvS
General Operating Fund, in honor of Wendy Friedman, who worked tirelessly to make the event a
success.

Our Funky Fun(d)raiser

support TvS, which is just the “tip” of our fundraising
iceberg — our yearly goal is $5,000. If you were not
able to attend our event, PLEASE consider a donation to our Fundraising Fund — send all donations to:
(please notate “fundraising” on check)
Tzedek v’Shalom • P.O. Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940
SAVE THE DATE: Our NEXT fundraiser is our
“Fiddler on the Roof Sing-a-Long” event scheduled for
Sunday, March 21st at 2 p.m. at the wonderful Newtown Theater. See the classic film on the big screen
and Sing-Along and dress as your favorite character!
Details to follow shortly....
			 Wendy
			 goldenmatz4@yahoo.com

We really got "FUNKY" at our first fundraiser of
the year! Our Dancing and Dessert event was such a
blast — DJ Dave Pastor had us dancin’ all night to the
sounds of the 60s, 70s and 80s and we enjoyed Israeli
dancing with Rabbi Anna. Our teens lead the way with
their amazing energy and this dancing “workout” helped
us ALL work off the yummy sweets! I want to thank
Debbie Bossio for transforming the meeting house into
such a festive atmosphere and Jerry Manas for all of his
publicity “energy” and chocolate fountain skills. Thank
you to our board members for their generous donations
of desserts and drinks and to Ruth and Jerry for hangin’
until the late hour of the evening for clean-up duty.
Our event brought in donations of $506.00 to help

Tikkun Olam (Repairing the World)
Gas Drilling &
The Delaware River Basin

MITTED, INFORMED, and CARING people!
If you are interested in learning more or being part
of our group, please contact either Jennifer Garfield
(jennifergarfield@hotmail.com) or Ruth Jampol (rjampol@aol.com).

Our January Lunch and Learn on gas drilling of the
Marcellus Shale deposit, involving the Delaware River
basin, was both illuminating and disturbing. Many of us
were motivated to form a group to continue working on Helping Haiti
this very important issue at a grass-roots level. Special
The response from so many of you in the congregathanks to Susan Talia Delone for her very informative
tion was overwhelming! Thank you so much for your
PowerPoint presentation, and to PA State Rep. Steve
donations. We had many, many bags of cold weather
Santarsiero for attending the meeting and stating his
clothing to donate. It is wonderful to experience again
position on this issue, as well as suggested steps we can
the generosity and concern of our little shul.
take going forward.
There are a number of Jewish organizations reIn order to keep the momentum going, we met
sponding to the crisis. A listing of several can be found
again on Sunday, January 31st. We are hoping that more
at: http://jrf.org/Haiti-Earthquake-Relief. Another Jewpeople, both within and outside Tzedek v’Shalom, will
ish organization appealing for donations is:
join us as we organize, educate the public, and work for
http://mazon.org/go/helphaiti.
political change on this issue. We have a lot of work to
			
- The Tikkun Olam Committee
do, but amazing things CAN be accomplished by COM- 11 -

TvS Calendar — February 2010 • Shevat/Adar 5770
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Midweek School

3
Midweek School

4

5
Shabbat Service
7:15–8:45 p.m.
NFMH

6

Parshat Yitro
7
NO Religious
School
(Reconstructionist
Educator’s Day)

8

14
Spiritual Life
Committee
Meeting at 1 p.m.
at Posmontiers’
home
23
Religious School

15

9
Midweek School

10
Midweek School

11

12

16
Midweek School

17
Midweek School

18

19

23
Midweek School

24
Midweek School

25

26

Board Meeting
7 p.m.

Rosh Hodesh Adar
22

13
Torah Study
10 a.m.
at the Chongs’
home
Parshat Mishpatim
20
Shabbat Service
10 a.m.
NFMH
Parshat Terumah
27

PURIM
Celebration
7–9 p.m.
NFMH

School Committee
meeting at 10 a.m.
Congregational
Meeting
3–5 p.m.
Location TBA
28
March 1
Religious School
Purim Carnival and
Kiddie Megillah
reading

Shabbat Zachor
Parshat Tetzaveh
2
Midweek School

3
Midweek School

4

5
Shabbat Service
7:15–8:45 p.m.
NFMH

6

PURIM

SAVE THESE DATES
for our TvS Fun(d)raisers:

Sunday afternoon March 21, 2010, at 2 p.m.
“Fiddler on the Roof Sing-A-Long”

Rocky Horror Picture Show — move over! Here comes the TvS’s Acting Guild
Join us at the theater and portray your favorite film character!
Newtown Theatre, Newtown, PA

Sunday, May 16, 2010
Our 2nd Annual “Tzedek v’Shalom Flea Market”
It’s never too soon to start thinking about Spring Cleaning!
Goodnoe Elementary School
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Tzedek v’Shalom Tzedakah Opportunities
Donor (s) _____________________________________________Telephone ________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
Date ____________ Enclosed is a contribution of $ ___________ to the following fund:

q General Operating Fund

q Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

q Jordan Wallis Memorial Fund

q Torah Fund

q Prayer Books Fund

q Tzedakah Fund

Please make checks payable to Tzedek v’Shalom.
Send to: Joel Bacher, Treasurer
Tzedek v’Shalom
Post Office Box 863
Newtown, Pa. 18940
Some suggested occasions you may wish to commemorate with your donations:
œ With Gratitude to: ____________________________________________________
For _____________________________________________________________
œ Mazel Tov to: Name(s) ________________________________________________

q On his/her graduation / birthday

q On the birth / naming / adoption

q On their wedding / engagement

of: _____________

/ wedding anniversary

q On becoming a bat/bar mitzvah
œ Condolences to: ___________________________________________ on the recent
death of _________________________________________________________
œ In memory of ________________________________________________________
œ Get well wishes (Refuah Shelemah) to: ____________________________________
œ Special message: ______________________________________________________
Please send an acknowledgment to:
Name ____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code ________________________________________________
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Ralph’s Computer Service
Ralph Posmontier - Owner

Ralphpos@verizon.net

On-Site P.C. Upgrades, Repair, Training, and Software Support
Windows 98/XP/Vista—Network Support - Established 1993
32 N. Lincoln Avenue
Newtown, PA 18940
Phone: (215) 579-9816
Mobile: (215) 962-1494

