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 What is Social Justice?
 Last month, our wonderful president Jerry Manas 
wrote a thoughtful and timely article for our newslet-
ter — one that provoked much conversation both on 
our listserv and amongst our community informally. 
I think the central questions he was exploring were: 
What brings our community together? What makes us 
unique? What motivates us, as a small congregation, 
to keep going — especially when there are other larger 
congregations with greater resources that are nearby? 
And, what might we have that other synagogues don’t?

As a congregation, Tzedek v’Shalom has been 
through its share of changes in its 16-year history. It 
began with a commitment to social justice, a commit-
ment that has been reaffirmed time and again. But it 
has always been difficult to articulate exactly how that 
commitment gets articulated within congregational life. 
What I hear from you is that it’s hard to do social jus-
tice work “on top” of everything else we are commit-
ted to do — hold regular services, celebrate holidays, 
do adult education programs, run a quality religious 
school, and pay our bills. 

I think also the term “social justice” means differ-

ent things to different people. Based on talking with 
many of you, to some it means something general akin 
to tikkun olam — to Jewish imperative to repair and 
heal the world; while to others it refers to something 
specifically pertaining to human rights (thus preclud-
ing environmental issues). For some, social justice has 
distinctly “liberal activist” connotation, which some like 
but others do not because they may not see themselves 
as either liberal or activist. Others feel ambivalent 
about doing social justice because they know that some 
would-be or current members might be turned off if 
they believe synagogues should not stick their necks out 
in this way.

It is also important to note that while we all may 
agree that the world needs repair, we each have differ-
ent views about what issues are the most pressing, and 
which issues a Jewish congregation should get involved 
with. For some of us, local issues like fracking are the 
most relevant, resonant, and doable from an activist 
perspective. For others, peace in Israel is a priority; 
while others want to stay far away from it — either be-
cause they see it as a problem we can’t positively affect 

(Continued on page 4)
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Tzedek v’Shalom
 P.O. Box 863

Newtown, PA 18940
(215) 860-0119
http://tzedekvshalom.org

Anna Boswell-Levy 215-287-5128
Rabbi and Education Director 
President: Jerry Manas 215-341-6413 
Secretary: Cindy Weiss Fisher 215-860-0326
Treasurer: 
   Arnie Gold (Finance Chair) 215-295-2028
Education (Committee Co-Chairs)
  Marc Bloom 267-364-5438
  Becky Rice   215-504-4247
Fundraising (Committee Chair, open)
Membership/Marketing (Committee Co-Chairs)
  Linda Gold   215-741-4571
  Bob Abrahamson   215-968-1956 
Shammus Coordinator
  Ralph Posmontier 215-579-2644

Spiritual Life (Committee Chair)
  Diane Gold 215-295-2028
Tikkun Olam (Committee Chair)
  Kina Leitner 215-378-4868 
Past Co-Presidents: 
  Wendy Friedman (Fund-raising) 215-579-9275
  Ruth Jampol 215-860-8903
  Noa Kuzma (Fund-raising) 215-493-8418
Intergenerational Activities/Events/ 
Adult Ed (Liaison) - OPEN

Please feel free to contact any member of  
our Board for any additional information.

Y Y Y

Non-Board Committee Chairs and Coordinators:
Acts of Caring 
  Debbie Chong 215-504-9268
  Jeannie Ryersbach 215-943-4565
Teen Coordinator
  Wendy Friedman 215-579-9275
Webmaster
  Jerry Manas 215-698-7957
Newsletter Editor: Naomi Mindlin  215-757-8921

To submit news to the newsletter:
email: nsmindlin@photoreview.org

Friday, February 3
Friday Night with TvS
Theme: Tu B’Shvat 
— Discussion of the book 
Tomatoland by Barry 
Estabrook (follow-up from 
Rabbi Anna’s Yom Kippur 
sermon) 

5:30 p.m. Community set-up for potluck
6:00 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat: Welcome in Shabbat 

with this family-friendly service and stories
6:30 p.m. Potluck dinner
7:15 p.m. Clean-up shared by all
7:30 p.m. Book Discussion

Location: Newtown Friends Meetinghouse (NFMH), 
Court Street, Newtown, PA 18940 

Saturday, February 11
Shabbat Morning Meditation and Service 
followed by Kiddush
9:30 a.m. Meditation
10 a.m. Shabbat Morning Services followed by a 

kiddush
Location: NFMH

February Services and Celebrations
Saturday, February 25 
@ 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Torah Study
Location: The Chong home 

417 Edgeboro Drive, in Newtown, 
PA 18940 
Debbie at 215-504-9268 or 
weederwiz@aol.com.

Friday Night with TvS
Friday, March 2
Friday Night with TvS 
See February 3 for detailed times.
Location: NFMH

Tu B’Shevat  
15 Shevat/February 8!

Check out the fabulous websites 
described on pg. 9 of this newsletter.

And wish a tree  
Happy Birthday!

http://tzedekvshalom.org
mailto:nsmindlin@photoreview.org
mailto:weederwiz@aol.com
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Tzedek v’Shalom Congregational Meeting
Sunday, February 5, 2012*
3:00 – 5:15 p.m.
at the Home of Max Yaffe and Joan Amatniek
375 Sentinel Ave., Newtown, PA 18940

Note:  Please bring folding chairs if possible.
*This is Super Bowl Sunday, so we’ll make every effort to begin and end on time.  

It was important to schedule this before Rabbi Anna goes off on maternity leave.

For more information, contact Jerry Manas at  
jerry.manas@gmail.com or 215-341-6413 (m).

Agenda
1. Welcome and Rabbi’s Kavannah (10 min)

•  Introduction: Sing out in harmony – not in unison
•  Meet the Board: Cindy Weiss-Fisher, Bob Abrahamson, Arnie Gold, Diane 

Gold, Becky Rice, Kina Leitner, Ralph Posmontier, Linda Gold
2.	 Definition:	Setting	the	Stage	(20	min)

•  Appreciative Inquiry Approach – building on our strengths
i.    Definition (Framing the issue / current state)
ii.    Discovery (What has worked? What do we do best?)
iii.  Dream (What might be?)
iv.   Design (What should be? What is ideal?)
v. Destiny (How do we make it happen?)

•  State of the Union
i.    Our budget
ii.    Our growth / estimates
iii.  Our identity (through four lenses):

1.  Our core values 
2.  The Reconstructionist movement
3.  Our membership
4.  Our religious school                       

3.	 Discovery	and	Dream:	Shaping	our	Future:		(80	min)
•  Discovery: What has worked? What do we do best? 
•  Dream and Design: What might be? What should be?

i.    Streamlining our operations (options?)
ii.   Rethinking our dues structure (trends, options)
iii.  Attracting members: Who? How?
iv.  Reviewing our Social Justice Policy (handling controversial topics,  

   setting boundaries, ground rules)
v.    New Member Orientation
vi.  Choosing a Tikkun Olam initiative

4.	 Destiny:	How	do	we	make	it	happen?	(25	min)
•  Action items, Next steps
•  Closing

mailto:jerry.manas@gmail.com
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(Rabbi’s Column, continued from page 1)
 such a charged and divisive issue among many Jews.

So where does that leave us? I have reached a point 
in my time as your rabbi where I am not content for 
Tzedek v’Shalom to tend to its house. In spite of our 
size and the fact that we struggle to keep things orga-
nized and running, I actually think we do a pretty good 
job organizationally.  But what are we doing this all 
for? TvS was founded upon a particular vision, and I 
believe that the only way we can survive and grow is if 
we realign ourselves with that vision. 

The work that lies ahead of us is not so much 
articulating that vision, but in actualizing it. What are 
we realistically able to accomplish, and what is beyond 
our scope? How do we do the important work of tikkun 
olam in a way that is feasible for us, inspires us, fosters 
dialogue within a diverse community, and helps build 
our connection to Judaism and the Jewish spirit? 

We use the term “social justice,” but maybe it’s not 
always the most accurate term for what we strive to do. 
At heart, we are a synagogue with members of all ages, 
household configurations, and views — and what binds 
us together is a love of Judaism and the Jewish people. 
I believe we must do that what calls us and challenges 
us as a community to reach beyond our personal con-
cerns and become more socially responsible and caring 
Jews and human beings. 

We can do (and do do) this kind of work in all 
kinds of ways, big and small — by preparing food for 
a grieving family, through mindful prayer and medita-
tion, by attending a community dialogue on anti-Semi-
tism and Islamophobia, by donating Christmas gifts for 
a family in need, by learning about the courageous and 
significant sacrifices and contributions that Jews in this 

country have made to end racism and segregation, and 
to promote civil rights and workers’ rights. I believe 
that above all our congregation’s mission is, in the 
words of the prophets Micah, “to do justice, love kind-
ness, and walk humbly with your God” and to inspire 
each of our members to connect with and pursue their 
individual passions for shalom — peace and wholeness.

I want to emphasize four main things for you:
1) We do a lot of great work already, and that needs 

to be recognized.
2) We need to integrate our mission and vision into 

what we already do in explicit ways, rather than adding 
more events to our plate. A few examples: when we 
do a fundraiser, a portion of the funds should benefit 
a cause that we support. Our curriculum should have 
social justice components for every level of learning. 
And, even my job description should include specific 
responsibilities toward the promotion of justice and 
peace within and beyond our congregation.

3) We need to understand clearly what we are able to 
do as a congregation and what is beyond our scope. And 

(4) Then we need to be unapologetic about who we 
are and what we stand for. I believe that true growth 
comes from being proudly mission driven.
 On February 5th, at our congregational meetings 
(See page 3 for details.), we will have an opportunity 
to come together as a community — to speak honestly 
and share our thoughts about how we can best grow 
our community and express in our words and actions 
the vision and challenge our founders set for us. I look 
forward to hearing your ideas about how we can move 
forward together. 
    B’vrach/in blessing,
   Rabbi Anna

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! The Kosher Meals on Wheels program, which 
operates from Greenwood House in Ewing, New Jersey, needs volunteers 
to deliver meals to homebound people. This involves driving to Greenwood 
House, picking up the meals (between 10:30 & 11 a.m.), and delivering them. 
Deliveries are Monday–Friday. There are usually 6 to 8 stops to make. Most 
deliveries can be accomplished in an hour: one route is very close to Green-
wood House, one is based in Lawrenceville and the other route I’ve never 

done but I know it involves more distance. I would estimate a 2–3 hour commitment from the time you leave your 
house to the time you return. A cell phone and GPS come in handy, but are not essential.
 Signing up for even one delivery/month would be helpful.
 I have been delivering meals twice/month for more than year. It has been a real pleasure to perform this ser-
vice. Some of the people just take the food but others appreciate this small social interaction. I always feel better 
for having accomplished my deliveries. If interested, please contact Joan Rubin-Kritz at Greenwood House: (609) 
883-5391, ext. 320. I would also be glad to answer any questions.
         Michele Kleinbaum
      (215)493-7841 or michele.kleinbaum@gmail

mailto:michele.kleinbaum@gmail
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The Lasko College Prep Program                               
is a FREE college readiness program for 

rising Jewish high school seniors.  
• Paid 7-week summer internship at 

local Jewish organization
• SAT/ACT tutoring and social activities
• College admissions counseling & 

financial aid advising
• Support offered throughout senior year 

Call JEVS Career Strategies at  
215-854-1834 

Inquire about income eligibility 
JEVS Human Services partners with the  

Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia

Board News
 You are all invited to a Congregational Meeting to 
be held at the home of Max Yaffe and Joan Amatniek 
(375 Sentinel Ave in Newtown) at 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
February 5th. This is Super Bowl Sunday, so we’ll 
make every effort to begin and end on time. It was 
important to schedule this before Rabbi Anna goes off 
on maternity leave.
 Please bring folding chairs if you can, as seating 
space will be limited.
 This is an important meeting, as you will see by 
the agenda printed on page 3 of this newsletter. I hope 
many of you can attend.
 Contact information for the Board is always on 
page 2 of the newsletter.
    Jerry Manas, TvS President
    jerry.manas@gmail.com

Y Y Y

Spiritual Life News
 The Spiritual Life Committee generally meets once 
each month. Please call Arnie or me with any questions 
you may have. 
    – Diane Gold, Spiritual Life Chair
      agoldn1@aol.com or 215-295-2028

Y Y Y

Schools News 
 Thanks to all of you who brought food and sup-
plies, and facilitated groups, co-creating a meaning-
ful and successful MLK Jr. program at Robert Morris 
Apartments in January. Please send me and/or Becky 
Rice any feedback you have about the program, and 
for future events in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
legacy that we may consider in the future. Also, if you 
took any photos at RMA on Sunday, please send them 
to Bob Abrahamson — bob.abrahamson@verizon.net.
 Rosh Hodesh Shevat is nearly upon us (that’s the 
new month/moon of Shevat), so Tu B’Shevat, the New 
Year of the Trees, isn’t too far away! On Feb. 5 Joanne 
Loewy will lead a Tu B’Shevat musical assembly, and 
on Feb. 12 we will return to the tradition of a school-
wide Tu B’Shevat seder. Stay tuned for more details.
   Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy
   rabbianna@gmail.com.
Passover Candy Sale
 Our school is selling candy for Passover! To access 
information directly, visit the Miss Chocolate website 

at www.misschocolate.com and follow the link for 
Passover. Note TvS as the sale or Becky Rice’s name. 
For further information, contact Becky at becky_rice@
msn.com.
Parents Meeting
 Please join us for a mandatory parents meeting to 
be held at Goodnoe Elementary School right after as-
sembly on February 12th at 10 a.m.
 The agenda is as follows:

1. Meeting space for next year (Budget)
2. Maternity Leave details
3. Wednesday School- do we still have it or not?
4. Passover Seder- is there a volunteer?
5. Purim Carnival- we need volunteers to man the 

stations
 Please RSVP if you will NOT be able to attend the 
meeting.  Thanks
   Becky Rice
	 	 	 becky_rice@msn.com
 For more information about our school, contact 
Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy, Religious School Director, 
at rabbianna@gmail.com.

Y Y Y

Adult Education
The Jewish Electorate: The Journal 
Sh’ma, January 2012
 This expanded issue of Sh’ma takes a careful look 
at the upcoming presidential race: As you read through 
these pages, think about how your own Jewish sensi-
bilities influence your opinions and political thinking. 

mailto:jerry.manas@gmail.com
mailto:agoldn1@aol.com
mailto:bob.abrahamson@verizon.net
mailto:rabbianna@gmail.com
http://www.misschocolate.com/
mailto:becky_rice@msn.com
mailto:becky_rice@msn.com
mailto:becky_rice@msn.com
mailto:rabbianna@gmail.com
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Articles range from topics such as voting trends among 
Jews, who make up 2 percent of the population, to a 
high school student’s view on a younger generation’s 
perspective on voting, to a historical analysis of Jewish 
voting patterns, to the role Israel plays in the elec-
tion and how Israel moves Jewish voters. As you read 
through these pages, think about how your own Jew-
ish sensibilities influence your opinions and political 
thinking. The issue is available digitally at www.shma.
com/shmadigital.
 In addition, the website JBooks.com allows you to 
purchase books written or suggested by Sh’ma authors 
at a reduced cost. Visit shma.jbookstore.org to find out 
more.
Not Just the Hebrew Reading Class, 
Part I
 It’s been several years since a group of adults 
gathered to learn and review Hebrew reading skills. We 
continue to meet, now reading part of the weekly Torah 
portion in Hebrew and English.  Join us on Thursdays, 
6:00-7:00 p.m., at the home of the Chongs.    
Not Just the Hebrew Reading Class, 
Part II
 With a shift in the focus of this group, there is a 
need for a facilitator with deeper knowledge of Torah 
history and/or the Hebrew language. The participants 
are highly motivated. Tea and occasionally light snacks 
are served.  
 If you have questions about the Thursday evening 
group, or if you would like to learn to read Hebrew, 
please contact Debbie at 215-504-9268 or weederwiz@
aol.com.

Y Y Y

Tikkun Olam
 The words tikkun olam have so many different 
meanings: healing or repairing the world. But what 
does this mean?  Tikkun olam can be engaging in social 
justice causes or it can be helping those in need. It can 
be giving of one’s time in volunteer activities that a 
person finds important or it can be giving to a cause 
that attracts one’s interest. This could be a social cause, 
an environmental issue, visiting someone who can’t get 
out, working to feed those who are hungry — and this 
list goes on.  
 So, you might ask, “What does this have to do with 
each of us?” Life is so busy and everyone is engaged in 
so many things that it is often hard to imagine finding 
the time or the energy to do more, particularly when 
that more is for someone else. But my guess is that if 
each of us were to stop and think a bit there are things 
that we do in our lives that are all about repairing our 
world.
 We want to begin to explore the ways in which the 
people at TvS are currently engaged in tikkun olam. 
What do you do? Over the next few months we want to 
profile some of the TvS members and their tikkun olam 
interests and causes. We’ll publish these interviews in 
the monthly newsletter starting in March. Please let me 
know if you would like to share your passion and inter-
est others in joining you in your endeavor to repair the 
world.
 The Tikkun Olam committee needs members so 
we can accomplish our goals. If you are interested in 
participating, please email me.
  Kina Leitner, Chair
  kina.leitner@gmail.com or 215-378-4868.
Interfaith Peace Follow-Up
 For those of you who joined us on January 1st at 
the Yardley Friends Meeting words are unnecessary. I 
just want to take a moment and thank you all. The com-
munication by all those who chose to offer from their 
hearts was truly transformational. It was a very special 
gathering blessed by a number of people who shared 
their own deeply personal stories, in words, songs, 
prayers and a poem. I will cherish the memory....
 I received a video on Compassionate Listening 
from our friend Leah Green and ask especially for 
those of you who are unaware of the work of Leah and 
her growing numbers of international minions busily 
building bridges between people, between former en-
emies, between hearts to watch this video and consider 
a process that opens us all to something bigger and 
better; the promise of understanding and repair and re-

Learn the Fundamentals of the SAT 
FREE SAT Event 

secrets of success from test prep professionals  
with proven track records

**Recommended for sophomores and juniors**

Sunday, February 26, 2012 @ 1–4 p.m.
JEVS Human Services 

1845 Walnut Street, 7th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19103

SPACE IS LIMITED – MUST REGISTER 
Call 215-854-1842 

JEVS Human Services partners with the Jewish Federation of Greater Phila-
delphia. SAT is a registered trademark of the College Board, which was 
not involved in the production of, and does not endorse, this product. 

http://www.shma.com/shmadigital/
http://www.shma.com/shmadigital/
http://shma.jbookstore.org/category/month/january-jews-and-2012-elections-0
mailto:weederwiz@aol.com
mailto:weederwiz@aol.com
mailto:kina.leitner@gmail.com
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lationship and ultimately the promise of peace: vimeo.
com/27371309.
 May 2012 bring us all Peace.
    Larry Snider
For further information about ICMEP and its interfaith 
conversations, contact Rabbi Anna at rabbianna@
gmail.com (before The Baby’s arrival) or Larry Snider 
at ld.snider@yahoo.com.

Y Y Y
TvS Romeo Club
 The next ROMEO* Club outing will be Tues-
day, February 28 at 1:00 p.m. at the Langhorne Coffee 
House, 102 S. Bellevue Ave., corner of Maple Avenue, 
Langhorne, PA.
 The ROMEO* Club meets once every month. Con-
tact me if you have any questions
   –Joel Bacher, carojoel@comcast.net. 
*Retired Old Men Eating Out, now adapted to “Re-
constructionist” (or not, or rebellious, or raucous, or 
rascally) Old (or Young) Men (but could be women, 
too) Eating Out.

NFMH Parking
We may once again park in the Stockburger parking 
lot adjacent to the Meetinghouse, and use the Court 
Street entrance to that lot for direct ingress and egress. 
These privileges extend from Friday evenings through 
Sundays each week. Please note that parking should be 
done first on the paved portion of the lot, then on the 
slanted parking on the access lane (from Court Street), 
then on the stoned back lot, if needed. The stoned part 
of the back lot is theoretically for valet parking usage. 
The newly painted lines are only for convenience and 
do not indicate reserved spaces.

Y Y Y
Community Announcements 
The	Sixth	Annual	Young	People’s	Jewish	Song-
Writing	Contest	—	For	Ages	8–12,	13–17	and	18–24	
- Open to children and young adults residing or attend-
ing school in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, or 
Delaware - with a First-Prize Winner of $72 in each age 
category - sponsored by Sharim v’Sharot, Central New 

Thank you
	 To	be	a	Jew	is	to	feel	a	sense	of	gratitude;	to	see	life	itself	
as	a	gift;	to	be	able	to	live	through	suffering	without	being	de-
fined	by	it;	to	give	hope	the	victory	over	fear.
	 To	be	a	Jew	is	to	offer	thanks.		
	 	 	 	 	 –	Rabbi	Jonathan	Sacks

	 Four	months	ago	I	was	diagnosed	with	a	small,	early-stage	cancer	that	is	easily	treated.	Af-
ter	five-and-a-half	weeks	of	chemo	and	radiation	therapy	that	ended	the	day	before	Thanks-
giving,	side	effects	still	wax	and	wane.	While	it	will	be	a	few	days	until	I	get	results	of	the	
treatment,	I’m	optimistic.
	 At	first	I	told	only	my	family,	but	I	soon	remembered	the	chicken	soup	brigade	that	Caro-
lyn	Bacher	started	a	few	years	ago,	how	much	I’d	enjoyed	being	part	of	it,	preparing	my	own	
and	delivering	other	congregants’	soups	to	people	in	need	of	nourishment.	I	wanted	some	of	
that	lovin’.	Through	the	efforts	of	Jeanlu	Ryersbach	and	other	individuals,	soup	started	pour-
ing	in.	Victor	and	I	have	had	the	most	wonderful	variety	of	chicken	soup	—	with	and	without	
kneidlach,	chicken,	rice,	noodles,	vegetables	—	more	than	we	could	have	hoped	for	or	ex-
pected.	We	also	got	chili,	lentil	soup,	and	other	meals	that	kept	us	and	our	freezer	stuffed.	I	
received	calls,	emails,	and	written	notes	and	letters	that	lifted	my	spirits.	I	know	many	of	you	
added	me	to	your	healing	prayers.
	 I	am	grateful	to	G-d	for	this	community	of	loving	people.		Thank	you.

	 	 		 	 	 	 	 				 				 			Love,
	 		 	 	 	 	 				 				 			Debbie	(Chong)

http://vimeo.com/27371309
http://vimeo.com/27371309
mailto:rabbianna@gmail.com
mailto:rabbianna@gmail.com
mailto:ld.snider@yahoo.com
mailto:carojoel@comcast.net
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Jersey’s Select Jewish choir - create original Jewish 
songs on this year’s theme: Jerusalem, judged by Jew-
ish-music educators, musicians, rabbis, cantors, princi-
pals, or teachers employed in Jewish education. Win-
ners are presented to the community, and some of these 
songs may be performed at a Sharim v’Sharot concert 
- Visit www.sharimvsharot.com for details, guidelines, 
and information. See: Song Contest.
The Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia, in part-
nership with the Neubauer Family Foundation and the 
Foundation for Jewish Camp, is pleased to once again 
offer incentive grants of up to $1,000 for first-time 
campers going to a Jewish overnight summer camp 
across North America. We at the Federation would 
appreciate it if you could email the following message 
to parents of camper-age children. If you have any 
questions, please contact my assistant, Drew Martin, at 
215-832-0530 or dmartin@jfgp.org.
Engage	with	Israel:	Peace,	Democracy,	and	Social	
Justice - J Street U’s 2nd annual trip to Israel - June 
3–14 - FREE of charge and includes round-trip airfare 
from New York City (Participants are responsible for 
travel to New York City for group departure) - open	to	

all	students	who	will	be	undergraduates	in	the	2012–
2013	academic	year	(Note:	This	does	not	include	
graduate	students	or	graduating	seniors)	-	check out 
last year’s itinerary here or through the J Street U web-
site at www.jstreetu.org/engage-with-israel-trip.
The	Gratz	College	Master	of	Arts	in	Holocaust	and	
Genocide Studies is officially approved and open for 
applications. This unique and comprehensive program 
is available completely online or in a blended online 
and on-campus format. For further information, visit 
www.gratz.edu or contact Mindy Blechman at mblech-
man@gratz.edu. Spring classes began the week of 
January 16.
ACAJE/JOP	(Auerbach Central Agency for Jewish 
Education/Jewish Outreach Partnership) is	now	Jewish	
Learning Venture! Located at 7607 Old York Road 
in Melrose Park, PA 19027, Jewish Learning Venture 
has a new logo and a new location — directly in front 
of its old building. To find out more about the change 
and to get information on classes and events, contact 
215.320.0360, info@jewishlearningventure.org, or 
www.jewishlearningventure.org.

Hazon	means	vision	and	is	America’s	largest	Jewish	environmental	
group. We create healthier and more sustainable communities in the 
Jewish world and beyond. We effect change in the world through trans-
formative experiences, thought leadership, and capacity building. Home 
of the People of the Bike (www.hazon.org/thought-leadership/outdoor-
jewish-adventures) and the New Jewish Food Movement (www.hazon.

org/thought-leadership/jews-food-and-contemporary-life). For more information, visit www.hazon.org.
 Why Hazon now? Naomi, Stephen, and Emma visited Tali Adini and her family on Kibbutz Ketura in Decem-
ber. Tali organized an Israel bike trip and searching for info online, I discovered the connection between her trip 
and Hazon.

The Arava Institute is the premier environmental studies 
program in the Middle East, preparing future Arab and 
Jewish leaders to cooperatively solve the region’s envi-
ronmental challenges. Together, faculty and students are 
advancing a critical common cause -- a sustainable future 
for the region’s human and natural resources. When the 
Mindlin/Perloff’s visited The Adini/Thorne’s last Decem-
ber, Tali stated — as if it were a fact — that WHEN peace 
between Israel and her neighbors, the Arab and Jewish 

leaders will be ready for action because they will already have studied together at the Arava Institute. For further 
information, visit www.arava.org.

Tu B’Shevat on My Mind…

http://www.sharimvsharot.com/
mailto:dmartin@jfgp.org
http://jstreet-media-website.s3.amazonaws.com/Engage with Israel Sample Itinerary 2012.pdf
http://www.jstreetu.org/engage-with-israel-trip
http://www.gratz.edu/default.aspx?p=11561
mailto:mblechman@gratz.edu
mailto:mblechman@gratz.edu
mailto:info@jewishlearningventure.org
http://www.jewishlearningventure.org
http://www.hazon.org/thought-leadership/outdoor-jewish-adventures/
http://www.hazon.org/thought-leadership/outdoor-jewish-adventures/
http://www.hazon.org/thought-leadership/jews-food-and-contemporary-life/
http://www.hazon.org/thought-leadership/jews-food-and-contemporary-life/
http://www.hazon.org/
http://www.arava.org/.
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In Our Shul…
Member News
Welcome our newest (and oldest?!) member: Ed 
Mann, Diane Gold’s father. When you meet him 
ask to see his artwork. He’s quite a good artist! Ed 
lives at Manor Care Nursing Home in Yardley and 
would love visitors.
In mid-January, TvS members received an updated 
contact sheet from Linda Gold, our membership 
chair. Please contact Linda if you did not receive one. 
She can be reached at lingold8@verizon.net or 215-
741-4571.
We’re sorry to report that Jules	Kessler, Paula,	Dan,	
and Matt Adler’s father and grandfather, passed away 
at the end of December at the great age of 94. In shar-
ing the news, Paula wrote, “Many of you have traveled 
with us through the ups and downs of my dad’s stays in 
the hospital and rehab over the last couple of years (and 
for this, we’ve always been grateful for the support of 
family and friends). But my dad always figured out a 
way to bounce back and forge forward.  He made the 
cat community jealous with how many ‘lives’ he had.” 
May his memory be a blessing.

Refuah Shleymah (Get Well Wishes)
Sydne Boswell, Chaya Sora bat Leah, Josh Boswell-

Levy’s mother, is very ill and needs our refuah 
shleymah prayers.

Please also remember Arline Kessler, Paula Adler’s 
mother, and Renee Desobry. Renee, who is now in 
Manor Care in Yardley, would love to have visitors.

Home Bound (and would love visitors!)
Susan Kitces, Anna Kitces’s mom (lives at the Kit-

ces/Fishman residence)
Ettie Kernis, Bobbie Posmontier’s mom (lives at the 

Posmontier residence)
Eddie Mann, Diane Gold’s dad and our newest mem-

ber (lives at Manor Care in Yardley)
Contributions

We’re catching up on our donations thank-you’s this 
month. Some people may already have been thanked 
publicly, but we would rather repeat a thanks rather 
than leave someone out. – The Editor

High Holiday Contributions
We are grateful for the following non-members who 
attended our High Holiday services and donated for the 
High Holiday.

Jeffrey and Evelyn Albert

Jacob and Eleanora Angert
Sandra Berg
Susan Bershtein
Norman Blumenthal
Robert and Lynne Blumenthal
Marvin B. Cohen   
Kenneth and Louise Klipper
Mike and Ricki D. Lee
Marlene Mendez
Phyllis Miller 
Sharon Popkin
Mark and Rebecca Schaeffer
Arlene Sorens 
Ronald Goldstein and Lenore Weber

General Operating Fund
Max Yaffe and Joan Amatniek
Ruth Blask, “in memory of my beloved husband, 

Henry Blask”
Ruth Blask, in memory of Fanny Rosenfeld, Ben-

jamin Rosenfeld, Etta Blask, Henry Blask, Pearl 
Schwartz and Harold Schwartz

Paul and Michele Kleinbaum, in memory of Carolyn 
Bacher

Paul and Michelle Kleinbaum, in honor of Amanda  
Posmontier

Joel Bacher, “In memory of my beloved wife, my 
dear Carolyn”

Joel Bacher, in memory of Elaine Lifson
Naomi Mindlin and Stephen Perloff
David and Susan Rattner

Heart to Heart, a new pro-
gram at the Klein JCC, assists and 
supports vulnerable Jewish fami-
lies with compassion and respect 
in making positive life changes to 
enhance their quality of life. It is the 
vision of Heart to Heart that Jewish 

families realize their full potential by gaining knowledge 
and increasing their skill sets allowing them to overcome 
barriers and achieve self-sufficiency. After completion of 
the program, individuals and families will hopefully have 
more social service support and be in a better position to 
obtain self-sufficiency. After conducting a needs assess-
ment, Heart to Heart provides emergency financial assis-
tance, food subsidies, social supports, and connections to 
community resources to help families achieve their goals. 
For information about receiving assistance from Heart to 
Heart, please contact Anya Goldberg, Program Director 
at 215-698-7300 x135 or agoldberg@kleinjcc.org.

mailto:lingold8@verizon.net
mailto:agoldberg@kleinjcc.org
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Bernard and Frances Heyman, in honor of Hanukkah
Victor and Debbie Chong
Bobbie and Ralph Posmontier, in memory of Elaine 

Lifson
Jennifer and Marc Bloom

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Jennifer and Larry Garfield
Ann and Allen Turry, with thanks for Rabbi Anna’s 

advice
Tzedakah Fund
Lisa and Craig Meritz, in memory of Elaine Lifson

Life Cycle Events at TvS
Anniversary
Naomi Mindlin & Stephen Perloff Feb. 24, 1985
Birthdays:
Charles Gromer February 5
Kina Leitner February 5
Steve Bacher February 6
Jennifer Garfield February 9
Eric Lifson February 9
Becca Kleinbaum February 9
Barbara Sheckman February 12
Paul Kleinbaum February 13
Joanne Loewy February 13
Joshua Fisher February 16, 2001
Marc Wexler February 19
Amalia Thorne February 18, 2003

Ben Gromer February 24, 2003
Henrietta Levin February 25
Julie Gromer  February 25
Aaron Lewis February 27
Yahrzeits:
Yahrzeit dates are listed here by the Jewish death day 
(according to the Jewish calendar) and its Gregorian 
equivalent this year. The original death date follows in 
parenthesis when available.
Jessie Silberfein   3 Shevat/January 27 (1/30/98)
Saul W. Schram   6 Shevat/January 30 (2/1/90)
Howard Fechtner   7 Shevat/January 31 (1/24/99)
Israel Kernis 10 Shevat/February 3 (1/15/62)
Ida Matlofsky Bacher 11 Shevat/February 4 (1/15/84) 
Billy Abrams 11 Shevat/February 4 (2/2/85)
Edith Basseches  13 Shevat/February 6
Rose Federman 16 Shevat/February 6
Joseph Daniels 20 Shevat/February 13 (2/2/03)
Adele Leventhal 21 Shevat/February 14 (2/12/93)
Irving Lifson 27 Shevat/February 20
Roberta Kronstadt   2 Adar/February 25 (2/8/00)
June Siegel Ornsteen   6 Adar/February 29 (2/10/11)
Marga Knobloch Ryersbach  
 10 Adar /March 4 (2/20/67)
Benjamin Rosenfeld 12 Adar/March 6 (2/18/70)
Coleman Berg  24 Adar/March18 (2/27/84)
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TvS Calendar — February 2012 • Shevat/Adar 5772
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
5 p.m.
Religious School
@ the Abrahamson 
home

2
6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

3
Friday Night 
@ TvS
5:30–9 p.m. 
@ NFMH

4

5
9:30 a.m.
Religious School
@ Goodnoe
School

3–5:15 p.m.
Congregational 
Meeting @ the 
Amatniek/Yaffe 
home 

6 7 8
5 p.m.
Religious School
@ the Abrahamson 
home

Tu B’Shevat

9
6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

10 11
9:30 a.m. 
Meditation
10 a.m. Shabbat
Morning Service
@ NFMH

12
9:30 a.m.
Religious School
@ Goodnoe
School

2 p.m. Concert by
Sharim v’Sharot @
the Amatniek/Yaffe 
home (with Max 
Yaffe performing)

13 14 15
5 p.m.
Religious School
@ the Abrahamson 
home

16
6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

17 18

19
9:30 a.m.
Religious School
@ Goodnoe
School

20

President’s 
Day

21 22
5 p.m.
Religious School
@ the Abrahamson 
home

23
6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong 
home

Rosh Hodesh
Adar

24

Rosh Hodesh
Adar

25
10 a.m.–12:30 
p.m.
Torah Study
@ the Chong 
home

26
9:30 a.m.
Religious School
@ Goodnoe
School

27 28
1 p.m. 
ROMEO 
group @ the 
Langhorne 
Coffee 
House in 
Langhorne

29
5 p.m.
Religious School
@ the Abrahamson 
home

March 1
6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

2
Friday Night 
@ TvS
5:30–9 p.m. 
@ NFMH

3
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Tzedek v’Shalom Tzedakah Opportunities

Donor (s) _____________________________________________Telephone ________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________

Date ____________ Enclosed is a contribution of $ ___________ to the following fund:

q General Operating Fund

q Jordan Wallis TvS Memorial Fund

q Prayer Books Fund

 
Please make checks payable to Tzedek v’Shalom. 

Send to: Arnie Gold, Treasurer
Tzedek v’Shalom

Post Office Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940

Some suggested occasions you may wish to commemorate with your donations:

œ With Gratitude to: ____________________________________________________

For _____________________________________________________________

œ Mazel Tov to: Name(s) ________________________________________________

q On the birth / naming / adoption

 of: _____________

q On becoming a bat/bar mitzvah

œ Condolences to: ___________________________________________ on the recent 

death of _________________________________________________________

œ In memory of ________________________________________________________

œ Get well wishes (Refuah Shelemah) to: ____________________________________ 

œ Special message: ______________________________________________________

Please send an acknowledgment to:

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code ________________________________________________

q Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

q Torah Fund

q Tzedakah Fund 

q On his/her graduation / birthday

q On their wedding / engagement  
/ wedding anniversary



Phone: (215) 579-9816 

32 N. Lincoln Avenue 
Newtown, PA   18940 

Mobile: (215) 962-1494 

Ralph’s Computer Service 
Ralph Posmontier - Owner         Ralphpos@verizon.net 

On-Site P.C. Upgrades, Repair, Training, and Software Support 
Windows 98/XP/Vista—Network Support - Established 1993 

Red Cross-certified 
Baby Sitters Available!

Just give us call at 215*504*5571.
If you have friends who are looking for baby 

sitters, please tell them about us! Thanks,

Michela and Hannah Lewis,  
TvS teens!


