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Adar/Nissan 3404

Social Action at the Palace

What is Social Action?
Following the lead of a future congregation on an eventually
discovered continent, King Achashveros has embraced social
action as one of the foundations of his reign.
“There is nothing worse than a socially inactive kingdom,” His
Royal Highness proclaimed. “I remember one year during the
former monarch’s reign, there was no social action all year. The
kids were bored. The women had nothing to do. And the men had
no place to let off steam. Crime was a real problem. I had to do something.”
As a result, King Achashveros proclaimed 3404 (357 BCE — whatever that is!) the Year of the Party. All
Persians have been required to be socially active ALL YEAR LONG! (News travels so slowly these days.)
Persia began with a raucous 6 MONTH banquet/celebration that King Achashveros promises will end with a
special performance by Queen Vashti — if he still has a memory by then.
(Just for the record, when asked, Queen Vashti offered, “I don’t think ‘social action’ means what the king
thinks it means. I think it has something to do with saving a people from destruction — or something like that.”)
So… Come one, come all! The party’s conclusion is on March 7 at 6:30 p.m. Be there or be triangle (as they
say in Persia).
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March Services and Celebrations
Friday, March 2
Friday Night with TvS
Led by Bob Abrahamson and Bobbie Posmontier
5:30 p.m. Community set-up for potluck
6:00 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat: Welcome in Shabbat
with this family-friendly service and stories
6:30 p.m. Potluck dinner
7:15 p.m. Clean-up shared by all
7:30 p.m. Service
Location: Newtown Friends Meetinghouse (NFMH),
Court Street, Newtown, PA 18940

Saturday, March 17
@ 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Torah Study
Leader: Diane Gold
Location: at the home of Diane and
Arnie Gold, 1 Eton Road, Yardley,
PA 19067
215-295-2028 or agoldn1@aol.com

Wednesday, March 7
@ 6:30 p.m.
Pizza and Purim
@ NFMH
6:30 Pizza (please RSVP to Ralph so
he knows how much to order: ralph9816@gmail.com
or 215-579-2644)
7:00 Purim Service and Megillah Telling
For more information, see the flyer on page 5, or contact Naomi at nsmindlin@photoreview.org or 215-7578921.

Tzedek v’Shalom
P.O. Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940
(215) 860-0119
http://tzedekvshalom.org
Anna Boswell-Levy
Rabbi and Education Director

215-287-5128

President: Jerry Manas
215-341-6413
Secretary: Cindy Weiss Fisher
215-860-0326
Treasurer:
Arnie Gold (Finance Chair)
215-295-2028
Education (Committee Chair)
Becky Rice  	
215-504-4247
Fundraising (Committee Chair, open)
Membership/Marketing (Committee Co-Chairs)
Linda Gold  	
215-741-4571
  Bob Abrahamson  	
215-968-1956
Shammus Coordinator
Ralph Posmontier
215-579-2644
Spiritual Life (Committee Chair)
Diane Gold
215-295-2028

Saturday, March 24
@ 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Torah Study
Leader: Zvi Schram
Location: Joel Bacher’s home, 56 Cypress Place, Newtown, PA 18940
215-860-3565 or carojoel@comcast.net
PASSOVER SEDER

Bobbie Posmontier and Norma Kaplis will lead our
community seder on Friday, April 13th. The seder has
been rescheduled to the end of Passover because Bobbie will be in London on the original date. Stay tuned
for more details!

Tikkun Olam (Committee Chair)
Kina Leitner
215-378-4868
Past Co-Presidents:
Wendy Friedman (Fund-raising)
215-579-9275
Ruth Jampol
215-860-8903
Noa Kuzma (Fund-raising)
215-493-8418
Intergenerational Activities/Events/
Adult Ed (Liaison) - OPEN
Please feel free to contact any member of
our Board for any additional information.
Y Y Y
Non-Board Committee Chairs and Coordinators:
Acts of Caring
Debbie Chong
215-504-9268
Jeannie Ryersbach
215-943-4565
Teen Coordinator
Wendy Friedman
215-579-9275
Webmaster
Jerry Manas
215-698-7957
Newsletter Editor: Naomi Mindlin 215-757-8921
To submit news to the newsletter:
email: nsmindlin@photoreview.org
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From Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy

Contraction Contemplation
You may know that the word “contraction” is one of those interesting words that also can connote the opposite of what it means. We may think of a contraction as when something scrunches up, draws in, or gets smaller.
But contraction also can mean that something contracts outward, creating a void or space for something else to
fill that emptiness. It is this kind of contraction that in fact created the world, according to the Zohar, the eminent
book of Jewish mysticism. It describes how God contracted Godself and created a void in which the world came
to be born.
As you might imagine, contractions are something I’ve been thinking about lately, on many levels. I’m thinking about the various painful but liberating contractions that forced the Israelites out of Egypt, what we call the 10
plagues, which birthed them as an independent nation. I’m also thinking about contractions on a more subtle level
too — how a person in a leadership position consciously contracts him/herself in order for other people to able
to come in and take responsibility for various aspects of the group’s functioning. The best kind of leader doesn’t
do everything for the group — s/he doesn’t fill all the space — but rather, knows when to delegate and allow the
strengths of other members of the group to shine. This is the kind of contracting I’ve been making an effort to do,
as the TvS Board and I put together a plan for my maternity leave.
I’ve been really impressed with the energy of our community in the past couple of months. At the congregational meetings at Max and Joan’s house I have been excited to hear your concerns and your truly innovative ideas
for how to move Tzedek v’Shalom forward. The respect, the listening, and communication I’ve witnessed makes
me honored to be your rabbi. I feel very comfortable taking time away from congregational work knowing that
there are such caring, dedicated, and skillful people who will not only help make the next few months go smoothly, but will move our congregation to another level, God willing.
A whole maternity leave plan is in place, with different people scheduled to lead services, school assemblies,
holiday celebrations, and cover pastoral care. The full schedule is listed in this newsletter. There is a rabbi on call
and available to us in the event of any rabbinic emergency — our president Jerry Manas is our liaison to her, so
don’t hesitate to call him if there is a need. Thank you to everyone who has stepped up in one capacity or another—you know who you are. I hope that all of us will come out and support our fellow members who are providing
leadership at services and other congregational gatherings.
Lastly, I want to say again how grateful Josh and I are for all the love and caring you’ve shown us as we
anticipate our new arrival. It’s beyond anything we expected. We will definitely share any new developments with
you all as they unfold. God willing, we plan to have a covenantal welcoming ceremony for our child on the eighth
day of life (barring any health concerns) that the whole community will be welcome to attend, so stay tuned….
									
With thanks and blessings,
									
Rabbi Anna

Adult Education
Not Just the Hebrew Reading Class,
part I

It’s been several years since a group of adults
gathered to learn and review Hebrew reading skills. We
continue to meet, now reading part of the weekly Torah
portion in Hebrew and English. Join us on Thursdays,
6:00-7:00 p.m., at the home of the Chongs.

Not Just the Hebrew Reading Class,
part II

With a shift in the focus of this group, there is a
need for a facilitator with deeper knowledge of Torah
history and/or the Hebrew language. The participants
are highly motivated. Tea and occasionally light snacks
are served.
If you have questions about the Thursday evening
group, or if you would like to learn to read Hebrew,
please contact Debbie at 215-504-9268 or weederwiz@
aol.com.

--

Schools News
Passover Candy Sale
Deadline: March 2

Our school is selling candy for Passover! To access
information directly, visit the Miss Chocolate website
at www.misschocolate.com and follow the link for
Passover. Note TvS as the sale or Becky Rice’s name.
Please take the orders from your friends and
family and then turn in the order forms to Becky Rice
at religious school by Friday March 2nd — I cannot
accept orders after this time. Please send in ONE
check with your order to cover the entire amount of
your order — Made out to TvS. You can have your
family and friends make their candy purchases by
check but they need to be made out to you. TvS will
only accept one check per TvS family for the entire
submitted order.
If you have family and friends that are outside
of the local area and would like to have their candy
shipped directly to them, they can go online and order
the candy and have it delivered directly to them. There
is a shipping charge that the customer would need to
pay. If you do choose that option, please have them
enter the school code which is: 702321. Just go online
to: www.misschocolate.com and click on “online store”
and enter our school code. If people order online with
our school code, we will get credit for those orders.
The pick up of the chocolate will happen midMarch and it will occur at religious school or it will

be available for pick up at a member’s home. More
details to come.
Thank you for your time and support! Get selling!!!!
For further information, please contact me.
Becky Rice
		 becky_rice@msn.com or 215-504-0223
During Rabbi Anna’s leave of absence, more information about our school, contact our president, Jerry
Manas, at jerry.manas@gmail.com.

Our Tzedek v’Shalom school has been
subsidized by a from Jewish Federation
of Greater Philadelphia from their Kerem
Chinuch Scholarship Fund, established
to help families to educate their children
in Jewish supplementary schools. We receive
money from this fund each year and greatly
appreciate the support it provides.

No kidding…
Google “Purim” on the web and
you find “About 9,480,000
results.”

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! The Kosher Meals on Wheels program, which

operates from Greenwood House in Ewing, New Jersey, needs volunteers
to deliver meals to homebound people. This involves driving to Greenwood
House, picking up the meals (between 10:30 & 11 a.m.), and delivering them.
Deliveries are Monday–Friday. There are usually 6 to 8 stops to make. Most
deliveries can be accomplished in an hour: one route is very close to Greenwood House, one is based in Lawrenceville and the other route I’ve never
done but I know it involves more distance. I would estimate a 2–3 hour commitment from the time you leave your
house to the time you return. A cell phone and GPS come in handy, but are not essential.
Signing up for even one delivery/month would be helpful.
I have been delivering meals twice/month for more than year. It has been a real pleasure to perform this service. Some of the people just take the food but others appreciate this small social interaction. I always feel better
for having accomplished my deliveries. If interested, please contact Joan Rubin-Kritz at Greenwood House: (609)
883-5391, ext. 320. I would also be glad to answer any questions.
									
Michele Kleinbaum
						
(215)493-7841 or michele.kleinbaum@gmail

--
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6:30 p.m. Pizza Party*
7–8:30 p.m. Megillah & Shpiels**

PURIM

at Newtown Friends Meeting house
Court Street in Newtown

COStUMeS

TvS Style

eNCOURageD
FOR
all

PURIM ShPIelS**
Performed by many of US!
with our 2012 Shpielmesiters
Organized by Naomi Mindlin and Company

PleaSe bRINg: 1 doz. hamentashen +
1 liter beverage.

*RVSP for pizza: Contact Ralph Posmontier at 215-579-2644 or
ralph9816@gmail.com.
**Questions or to sign up for a shpiel: Contact Naomi Mindlin at 215-757-8921
or nsmindlin@photoreview.org.

Share TvS with a new friend.
Remember to hand out TvS “business” cards!

--

of the back lot is theoretically for valet parking usage.
The newly painted lines are only for convenience and
do not indicate reserved spaces.

Tikkun Olam

The Tikkun Olam committee got a boost at our
congregational meetings when three members joined
it. Stay tuned for new social action projects. If you are
interested in participating, please email me.
		 Kina Leitner, Chair
		 kina.leitner@gmail.com or 215-378-4868.

Y Y Y
Community Announcements

The Jewish Magazine has been on the Internet for
over 15 years and has earned a quite a reputation as a
reliable, responsible, enjoyable and readable Jewish
resource. The journal is totally independent and not
subject to any one single view point, which means that
only it can bring a wide and diverse panorama or Jewish viewpoints. For more information, visit the Jewish
Magazine online at www.jewishmag.com.

Y Y Y
TvS Romeo Club

The ROMEO* Club meets once every month, at
which time the participants schedule the next date and
place. The next Romeo get-together is March 26 at 1
p.m. at a location TBA. Contact Joel details..
			
–Joel Bacher, carojoel@comcast.net.
*Retired Old Men Eating Out, now adapted to “Reconstructionist” (or not, or rebellious, or raucous, or
rascally) Old (or Young) Men (but could be women,
too) Eating Out.

Y Y Y
THE Jewish ELBOW

A Jewish grandmother is
giving directions to her grown
grandson who is coming to visit
with his wife.
“You come to the front door of the
apartment. I am in apartment 301. There
is a big panel at the front door. With your
elbow, push button 301. I will buzz you in.
Come inside, the elevator is on the right.
Get in, and with your elbow, push 3. When
you get out, I’m on the left. With your
elbow, hit my doorbell.”
“Grandma, that sounds easy, but, why am
I hitting all these buttons with my elbow?
What...you’re coming empty-handed??

Y Y
NFMH Parking

Y

We may once again park in the Stockburger parking
lot adjacent to the Meetinghouse, and use the Court
Street entrance to that lot for direct ingress and egress.
These privileges extend from Friday evenings through
Sundays each week. Please note that parking should be
done first on the paved portion of the lot, then on the
slanted parking on the access lane (from Court Street),
then on the stoned back lot, if needed. The stoned part

The Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia, in partnership with the Neubauer Family Foundation and the
Foundation for Jewish Camp, is pleased to once again
offer incentive grants of up to $1,000 for first-time
campers going to a Jewish overnight summer camp
across North America. We at the Federation would
appreciate it if you could email the following message
to parents of camper-age children. If you have any
questions, please contact my assistant, Drew Martin, at
215-832-0530 or dmartin@jfgp.org.
Engage with Israel: Peace, Democracy, and Social
Justice - J Street U’s 2nd annual trip to Israel - June
3–14 - FREE of charge and includes round-trip airfare
from New York City (Participants are responsible for
travel to New York City for group departure) - open to
all students who will be undergraduates in the 2012–
2013 academic year (Note: This does not include
graduate students or graduating seniors) - check out
last year’s itinerary here or through the J Street U website at www.jstreetu.org/engage-with-israel-trip.
Connect with JRF (Jewish Reconstructionist Federation) - Tzedek v’Shalom is a member of JRF and you
can keep in touch with our parent organization through
its website and its digital newsletter. JRF offers various
listserves to sign up for, depending on your interests,
and is available on Facebook and Twitter. For more
information, contact http://jrf.org.

--
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Have mat. Will travel.

Mat Pilates with Naomi Mindlin
in your home or office

30 years Pilates experience • Certified Instructor

Contact Naomi for details…
(215)  962-6889 or nsmindlin@photoreview.org
In Our Shul…
Member News

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
from Ruth Jampol and Eric Lifson

With great sadness, we share the news that Renee
Desobry, the wife of Greg Desobry and mother of
Robin Necowitz, passed away on the evening of
February 16th (24th of Shevat). Renee and Greg have
been members of TvS since 2008. If you wish to make
a donation in memory of Renee, the family would be
grateful for gifts to Tzedek v’Shalom. May her memory
be a blessing.
We are sorry to report that Jim Taylor’s father
passed away on February 22. Our hearts go out to
Jim, Michelle, Ryan, and Kyle for their loss. May his
memory be a blessing.

Refuah Shleymah (Get Well Wishes)

Sydne Boswell, Chaya Sora bat Leah, Josh BoswellLevy’s mother, is very ill and needs our refuah
shleymah prayers.
Please also remember Arline Kessler, Paula Adler’s
mother.

Home Bound (and would love visitors!)

Susan Kitces, Anna Kitces’s mom (lives at the
Kitces/Fishman residence)
Ettie Kernis, Bobbie Posmontier’s mom (lives at the
Posmontier residence)
Eddie Mann, Diane Gold’s dad and our newest
member (lives at Manor Care in Yardley)

Contributions

General Operating Fund
from Josephine Kleinbaum — in honor of Paul
Kleinbaum’s birthday from his mom
from Eileen Sheldon Snyder, in memory of Renee
Kevles Desobry

Lifecycle Events at TvS

Birthdays:
Birthdays:
David Pastor
March 6, 1990
Daniel Adler
March 9
David Fein
March 12
Marcia Wexler
March 13
Karen Courtney
March 7
Jerry Manas
March 15
Sarah Vizer
March 20, 1974
Arava Braz/Reese
March 21, 1993
Liz Basseches
March 25
Ethel Kernis
March 29
Frances Heyman
March 31
Yahrzeits:
Yahrzeit dates are listed here by the Jewish death
day (according to the Jewish calendar) and its Gregorian equivalent this year. The original death date
follows in parenthesis when available.
June Siegel Ornsteen 6 Adar/February 29 (2/10/11)
Marga Knobloch Ryersbach
			
10 Adar /March 4 (2/20/67)
Benjamin Rosenfeld 12 Adar/March 6 (2/18/70)
Lou Gold
18 Adar/March 12 (3/8/07)
Coleman Berg
24 Adar/March18 (2/27/84)
Nate Director
24 Adar I/March18 (3/1/08)
Ada Abrams
25 Adar I/March19 (3/2/00)
Nathan Trachtenberg 26 Adar/March 12 (3/1/92)
Edward Maene
5 Nisan/ March 28
Ruth Schwalb
8 Nisan/March 31 (4/4/98)
Victor Yaffe
8 Nisan/March 31 (4/8/76)
David Kernis
12 Nisan/April 4 (3/27/10)
Lillian Mindlin
19 Nisan/April 11 (4/6/07)
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From Naomi Mindlin…

Purim — Seriously!

Many of you might have noticed that I get very involved in Purim. Not even recent brain surgery (as in 2011)
could keep me from shpieling. My obvious passion can even be a little overbearing, I fear. But I’ve been thinking
a lot about it lately and conclude that it flows from deep sources.
Recently I saw two movies that profoundly resonated within me: The Muppets and Hugo. In my mind (and
heart), both films quickly connected to Purim and its themes.
Purim appears to be somewhat silly. Despite its retelling of a frightful story in Jewish history, the holiday is
frequently compared to Halloween (an emphasis on costumes) and Mardi Gras (costumes AND drinking). But,
prompted by the two recent movies — and especially Hugo — I began pondering the themes often hidden behind
those costumes and shenanigans.
Like Esther (and one of the characters in Hugo) and without costumes or masks, how often do we hide our
“true” identity during our lives — either in family relationships or in public? How often do we lose ourselves and
succumb to disillusionment and despair? When do our children actually teach us by reintroducing us to something
to which we have lost connections? When do friends or family members “rescue” us by simply not giving up on
us when we can see no path forward? Urged on, despite lingering doubts, when do we become our best selves
because someone else knew we could? When do we decide “enough is enough,” and literally stand up for a cause?
For the past sixteen years, my family has made shpiels for Purim — one of the few Jewish “rituals” we could
all participate in wholeheartedly. We began as three, before Emma was old enough to want to; progressed to four;
and fell back to three. And now here Stephen and I are — just the two of us — scheming yet again to explore the
Purim story through our antics.
For me — examining the Purim themes of self identity, hiding one’s self, risk taking, standing for what one
believes in — few activities could be more serious.

Rabbi Anna’s Maternity
Leave Coverage
Services
March 2

March 17
March 24
April 14
April 20
April 28
Holidays
March 7
April 13

Friday Night @TvS, @ NFMH,
led by Bobbie Posmontier and Bob
Abrahamson
Torah study, @ the Gold home, led by
Diane Gold
Torah study, @ the Bacher home, led
by Zvi Schram
Torah study, @ the Chong home, led
by Debbie and Victor Chong
Friday Night @TvS, @ NFMH, led by
Naomi Mindlin
Torah study, @ the Ryersbach/Schram
home, led by JeanLu Ryersbach

Pastoral Care - Rabbi Annette Koch will be available
to the congregation in case of a rabbinic emergency,
such as a funeral. In the event of such a situation,
congregants are asked to call Jerry Manas at 215-6987957 who will be the liaison to Rabbi Koch.
Spiritual Life committee members will cover
ongoing pastoral care visits.

Purim Service & Shpiels, @ NFMH,
organized by Naomi Mindlin with coshpielers
Eighth Night Pesach Seder, @ NFMH,
led by Bobbie Posmontier and Norma
Kaplis

--

Join Tzedek v’Shalom for a day at the
National Museum of American Jewish History
Sunday, April 29, 2012

Museum at Dusk 2, Todd Mason/Halkin Photography,National Museum of American Jewish History

The National Museum of American Jewish History, located in the heart of historic Philadelphia, is the
only museum in the nation dedicated solely to telling the story of Jews in America.

Cost:
Senior Adults ages 65+: $15
Adults: $16
Youths ages 13-21: $15
Children ages 12 and younger: $11
Transportation arrangements to be announced at a later date.
If you would like to reserve a place on the tour or if you have questions about this trip, please contact
Debbie Chong by email at weederwiz@aol.com or phone at (215) 504-9268 by Sunday, April 8, 2012.

--

TvS Calendar — March 2012 • Adar/Nissan 5772
Sun

4
9:30 a.m.
Reli gious School
@ Goodnoe
School

Mon

5

11
12
Dayliht Savings Time
Begins

Tue

6

13

11 a.m.
Reli gious School
Purim Carnival@
Goodnoe
School

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

February 29
5 p.m.
Religious School
@ the Abrahamson
home

1
7 Adar
6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

2
Friday Night
@ TvS
5:30–9 p.m.
@ NFMH

3

7
Purim
Extravaganza
6:30 p.m. Pizza
7 p.m. Megillah
Reading & Shpiels
@ NFMH

8
14 Adar
6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

9

10

Erev Purim

Purim

14
5 p.m.
Religious School
@ the Abrahamson
home

15
6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

16

29 Adar

17 1 Nissan
10 a.m.–12:30
p.m.
Torah Study
@ the Diane and
Arnie Gold’s
home
Rosh Hodesh
Nissan

18
9:30 a.m.
Reli gious School
@ Goodnoe
School

19

20

21
5 p.m.
Religious School
@ the Abrahamson
home

22
6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

23

24
10 a.m.–12:30
p.m.
Torah Study
@ the Bacher
home

25
9:30 a.m.
Reli gious School
@ Goodnoe
School

26

27

28
5 p.m.
Religious School
@ the Abrahamson
home

29
6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

30

31
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Tzedek v’Shalom Tzedakah Opportunities
Donor (s) _____________________________________________Telephone ________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
Date ____________ Enclosed is a contribution of $ ___________ to the following fund:

q General Operating Fund

q Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

q Jordan Wallis TvS Memorial Fund

q Torah Fund

q Prayer Books Fund

q Tzedakah Fund

Please make checks payable to Tzedek v’Shalom.
Send to: Arnie Gold, Treasurer
Tzedek v’Shalom
Post Office Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940
Some suggested occasions you may wish to commemorate with your donations:
œ With Gratitude to: ____________________________________________________
For _____________________________________________________________
œ Mazel Tov to: Name(s) ________________________________________________

q On his/her graduation / birthday

q On the birth / naming / adoption

q On their wedding / engagement

of: _____________

/ wedding anniversary

q On becoming a bat/bar mitzvah
œ Condolences to: ___________________________________________ on the recent
death of _________________________________________________________
œ In memory of ________________________________________________________
œ Get well wishes (Refuah Shelemah) to: ____________________________________
œ Special message: ______________________________________________________
Please send an acknowledgment to:
Name ____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code ________________________________________________
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Red Cross-certified
Baby Sitters Available!
Just give us call at 215*504*5571.
If you have friends who are looking for baby
sitters, please tell them about us! Thanks,

Michela and Hannah Lewis,
TvS teens!

Ralph’s Computer Service
Ralph Posmontier - Owner

Ralphpos@verizon.net

On-Site P.C. Upgrades, Repair, Training, and Software Support
Windows 98/XP/Vista—Network Support - Established 1993
32 N. Lincoln Avenue
Newtown, PA 18940
Phone: (215) 579-9816
Mobile: (215) 962-1494

