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Congregational Meeting: Part 2

Moving Forward: Our Next Steps
Sunday, May 4 @2:30 – 5 p.m.

Location: at the Bossios’  
14 Houston Road • Yardley, PA 19067

 At our meeting congregational meeting in March, we identified the options we want to pursue for the 
future of our congregation. With nearly unanimous agreement, we chose the following as areas that inter-
ested us most, both as individuals and as a congregation: Student Rabbi/Guest Rabbi, Havurah, or Musi-
cal/Arts Havurah. Although it did not garner many votes as a top choice, we also agreed that it would be 
worthwhile gathering information on a possible affiliation/connection with an established, local synagogue.
 The meeting on May 4th is our follow-up congregational meeting during which we will review the infor-
mation gathered between March and May and make an informed decision on how to proceed. This meeting 
will again be facilitated by Robin Eisenberg. We will discuss reports from the following exploration:

1.  Student Rabbi/Guest Rabbi: Joel Bacher, Debbie Chong, and Noa Kuzma worked on this topic.
2.  Connection to other congregation: Ralph Posmontier lead this group that included Jerry Manas, 

Jennifer Garfield, and Joan Amatniek
3.  Havurah: Diane Gold researched the Havurah definition/requirements from the official 

organization, including dues structures. 
 Please feel free to contact any board member if you have any questions. Our contact information is on 
page 3 of this newsletter.
Directions to the Bossios’ home: From Newtown-Yardley Road, traveling toward Yardley from Newtown

1. Turn LEFT onto CREAMERY RD. and continue until the T.
2. Turn RIGHT onto QUARRY RD. 0.4 miles
3. Turn RIGHT onto HOUSTON RD. 0.1 miles
4. The Bossios’ at 14 Houston Rd. is on your right.
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Committee Chairs and Coordinators:
Acts of Caring 
  Debbie Chong 215-504-9268
  Jeanlu Ryersbach 215-943-4565
Spiritual Life: Diane Gold 215-295-2028
Webmaster: Jerry Manas 215-698-7957

Please feel free to contact any member of  
our Board for any additional information.

Newsletter Editor: Naomi Mindlin  215-757-8921
To submit news to the newsletter:

email: nsmindlin@photoreview.org

Tzedek v’Shalom
P.O. Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940
(215) 860-0119
tzedekvshalom@gmail.com
http://tzedekvshalom.org
Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy 

215-287-5128
Board Leadership:

Treasurer: Joel Bacher  215-860-3565
Debby Bossio  215-801-2005
Linda Gold  (Membership Chair) 215-741-4571
Naomi Mindlin 215-757-8921
Ralph Posmontier 215-579-2644

Past President: 
  Jerry Manas 215-341-6413

May Services & Celebrations
Torah Study
Saturday, May 3 at 10 a.m. – noon 
Location: at a member’s home TBA
Please contact Linda Gold at lingold8@verizon.net if 

you would like to volunteer to host or lead. 
Torah Study

Shabbat Services followed by  
our potluck dinner

Friday, May 9
6:30 p.m. Completely Singing Service led 

by Debbie, Seth, Francine, and Max, with 
musical director Jack Kessler 

7:30 p.m. Dairy Delicious Potluck
RSVP for dinner to Elana Braz at elanabraz@

verizon.net.
Location: Kol Emet, 1360 Oxford Valley Road, 

Yardley, PA

Ethan Leitner’s Bar Mitzvah  
Saturday, May 10 at 10 a.m. 
Service led by Rabbi Anna Boswell-
Levy
Location: at Newtown Friends 

Meetinghouse, Court Street, Newtown
Please join us as we celebrate Ethan’s Bar Mitzvah with 

the Leitners.

Havdalah Dinners
Saturday, May 17 at 7:45 p.m. – 10:45 p.m.
Location: at members’ homes 
Warm Havdalah potluck dinners at members’ homes 

gathering just before sundown.
Please contact Joan Amatniek if you want to 

participate, hosting or attending: jamatniek@gmail.
com.

Shabbat Morning Service
Celebrating Fran and Bernie’s 70th Anniversary
Saturday, June 7 at 10 a.m. 
Service led by Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy
Location: at Newtown Friends Meetinghouse, Court 

Street, Newtown

Newsletter Editor to Retire
After 12 years, Naomi has given notice 
to the Board and will retire from her 
position as editor of this newsletter. 

June will be her last month on the job.

As we transition to our new status as 
a havurah, stay tuned for  a plea for 

someone to take over as editor — or a 
bulletin about a new method of getting 

the news out. 

mailto:nsmindlin@photoreview.org
mailto:tzedekvshalom@gmail.com
http://tzedekvshalom.org
mailto:lingold8@verizon.net
mailto:elanabraz@verizon.net
mailto:elanabraz@verizon.net
mailto:jamatniek@gmail.com
mailto:jamatniek@gmail.com
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Tzedek v’Shalom 
Singing Shabbat

Friday, May 9th at 6:30 p.m.
on the road…

at the Kol Emet, 1360 Oxford 
Valley Road, Yardley, PA

Come join Bobbie, Debbie, Seth, 
Francine, and Max as they lead/sing our 

Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma’ariv 
Service,

with Musical Director Jack Kessler, our very own Ralph on drums, 
Robert Glatzer on keyboard, and hopefully a few more players. Jack is the director of 
the ALEPH Cantorial Ordination Program, teaches voice and hazzanut, and is the vocal lead 
of two touring ensembles ATZILUT—CONCERTS FOR PEACE, a duet format of Arab and 
Jewish musicians performing together, and KLINGON KLEZMER.

The service starts at 6:30 and will take about an hour. Except for a short d’var Torah, a few page 
numbers, and the appropriate silent prayers, it will be totally sung! With a special mix of old 
Tzedek v’Shalom favorites and some new music, this will be joyful, moving Shabbat!

Afterwards we will keep our Shabbat tradition and have a Potluck Dinner. Please bring a 
generously sized vegetarian/dairy entrée and drink to share. You may bring an additional dessert if 
you’d like. Also, please bring serving utensils. We will provide the rest.

We’d appreciate an RSVP to Elana Braz at elanabraz@verizon.net so we can get a head count.

Please let your Jewish and/or music-loving friends know about this service. Everyone is welcome.

For questions, email Max Yaffe at maxyaffe@gmail.com

Jack Kessler has been called a one-man force of nature in Jewish music. (He has also been 
called the Jewish Sun Ra; and he claims to have been called late for dinner). He sang Jewish liturgical 
music as a Hazzan (Cantor) for twenty years before he decided that he prefers singing with a band. 
Jack is musical director, vocalist, and composer-arranger for Klingon Klez, which describes itself as 
“good old-fashioned, heartwarming, foot-stompin’ fun-for-the-whole family klez/funk fusion from 
another planet.” He also directs Atzilut, a ten-member ensemble that performs Concerts for Peace, 
featuring Arab and Jewish musicians in concert together. An excerpt from one review of Azilut 
proclaims, “Cantor Jack Kessler’s deep, resonant voice, playing against Shaheen’s violin, and the 
entire ensemble, is amazing! The result is music that gets deeper the longer that you listen, but that is 
also a relaxing pleasure the first time through.”

To hear a range of Jack Kessler’s talents, listen to excerpts at http://atzilutmusic.com/ourmusic.htm
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Board News
 The next Board meeting will be on Wednesday, 
May 14th at 7 p.m. at Joel Bacher’s home, 56 Cypress 
Place, Newtown, PA 18940. All members are welcome 
to attend meetings, or volunteer to join the Board.
 Contact information for the Board is on page 2 of 
this newsletter.

Congregational Meeting: Part 2
 On May 4th at 2:30–5 p.m., we will hold our 
follow-up meeting at the Bossios’ home at 14 Houston 
Road, Yardley, PA 19067. See page 1 of this newsletter 
for complete information.

Y Y Y
TvS Romeo and Juliet Club
 The ROMEO and JULIET lunch club meets every 
month at a location offering delicious food, with 
our fine company. The next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, May 21 at 1:00 p.m. at
Zoe’s Kitchen, 280 North Sycamore St. (Ice Cream 
Alley) in Newtown.
 Everybody is welcome.
   Joel Bacher Joel.bacher@comcast.net 
* Reconstructionist Old Men Eating Out and Jewish 
Unorthodox Ladies Interested in Eating and Talking

From Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy	 	 April	25,	2014

Dear	Tzedek	v’Shalom	community,

It	is	just	before	Shabbat,	and	I	am	sitting	here	in	deep	gratitude	for	this		community.		I	
want	to	let	you	know	that	I	have	officially	“signed	on	the	dotted	line”	and	will	become	
the	rabbi	of	Kol	Emet	beginning	July	15th.	It	is	exciting,	but	also	bittersweet,	because	my	
six	years	with	Tzedek	v’Shalom	have	been	wonderful.		This	is	a	remarkable	community	in	
many	ways,	and	you	have	nurtured	me	to	grow	and	thrive	as	a	rabbi.

I	am	glad	I	won’t	be	too	far	away,	and	I	sincerely	hope	we	cross	paths	as	frequently	as	
possible.

Shabbat	shalom,	may	our	rest	bring	us	blessings	of	peace	and	strengthen	us	as	we	move	
forward,

Rabbi	Anna

Community News
Israeli Folk Dancing: Mondays at Beth Sholom 
Congregation in Jenkintown. Beginners Teaching and 
Reviewing at 7:�0–8:�0 p.m., Intermediate Teaching 
and Reviewing at 8:�0–9:00 p.m., and Open Dancing 
and Requests at 9:00–11:00 p.m. For more information, 
contact jglass@bethsholomcongregation.org.
Sh’ma, in perfect synchronicity with our move to being 
a havurah, has the following focus for the month of 
May: “Cultivating a Spiritual Intensity.” Find the com-
plete issue, plus the “S Blog” at http://shma.com/.
Reconstructionist Annual Report is now available 
online at https://www.rrc.edu/report1�/. At the very 
end of that webpage is a link to download a PDF of the 
report, too.

Y Y Y

In Our Shul…
Refuah Shleymah (Get Well Wishes)
Please remember Kina Leitner in your prayers. 

Norma reminds us that we are holding Kina “in 
the light” Mondays at 9:00 p.m.  Approximately 
10 minutes.   For those who cannot do Mondays, 
like Bobbie P., we thought a Tuesday option 
could be added. Do one or both, same time. If 
you want any suggestions on a format, feel free 

mailto:Joel.bacher@comcast.net
mailto:jglass@bethsholomcongregation.org
http://shma.com/
https://www.rrc.edu/report14/
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to call Norma at �67-87�-�86�, or  just “do what 
comes to you”.

Please also remember Arline Kessler, Paula Adler’s 
mother.

Home Bound (and would love visitors!)
Susan Kitces, Anna Kitces’s mom (lives at the Kit-

ces/Fishman residence)
Ettie Kernis, Bobbie Posmontier’s mom — now at 

home, still recuperating.
Eddie Mann, Diane Gold’s dad (lives at Manor Care 

in Yardley)
Lifecycle Events at TvS
Anniversary:
Jeanlu Ryersbach and Zvi Schram  May 7
Birthdays:
Emily Savrin May �, 1996
Sam Garfield May 7, 1993
Jack Fein May 7
Bennett Garfield May 13, 2000

Diane LeBas May 18
George Reese May �7
Yahrzeits:

Yahrzeit dates are listed here by the Jewish death 
day (according to the Jewish calendar) and its Gre-
gorian equivalent this year. The original death date 
follows in parenthesis when available.

Carroll Gold    �7 Nisan/April �� (�/1/1981)
Raymond Kuzma   � Iyar/May � (�/�/76) 
Mildred Cohen 10 Iyar/May 10 (�/17/78)
Pearl Schwartz 1� Iyar/May 1� (�/�6/9�)
Renee Geller  18 Iyar/May 18 (�/7/96)
Mollie Gordon 18 Iyar/May 18 (�/�7/86)
Jean Trachtenberg �1 Iyar/May �1 (�/9/10)
Beverly Garfield 25 Iyar/May 25 (6/1/97)
Samuel A. Kahn  �6 Iyar/May �6 (�/�8/0�)
Sam Kitces   � Sivan/June �
Hannah Pearson   9 Sivan/June 7
Morris Sanders 1� Sivan/June 11 (�/��/7�)

Book Discussion Group

The Wanting by Michael Lavigne
Sunday, May 18 @ 3:00 – 4:30 p.m.

at Diane and Arnie Gold’s home 
1 Eton Road, Yardley, PA 19067

Diane Gold will facilitate.

The Wanting is the 2013-2014  
One Book, One Jewish Community (OBOJC) selection.

In the galvanizing opening of The Wanting, the celebrated 
Russian-born postmodern architect Roman Guttman is 
injured in a bus bombing, causing his life to swerve into 
instability and his perceptions to become heightened 
and disturbed as he embarks on an ill-advised journey 
into Palestinian territory. The account of Roman’s desert 
odyssey alternates with the vivacious, bittersweet diary of his 
thirteen-year-old daughter, Anyusha, and the startlingly alive 

witnessings of Amir, the young Palestinian who pushed the button and now observes the havoc 
he has wrought from a shaky beyond. Enriched by flashbacks to tale of Anyusha’s mother, a 
famous Russian refusenik who died for her beliefs, The Wanting is a poignant study of the costs 
of extremism. It is most satisfying, however, as a story of characters enmeshed in their imperfect 
love for one another and for the heartbreakingly complex world in which they live.

Other books will be chosen for subsequent discussions at that meeting bring suggestions.

For more information, contact Diane at  
215-295-2028 or Agoldn1@aol.com. 

mailto:Agoldn1@aol.com


Thank You
From our roving reporter…
 What a wonderful seder we had at Newtown 
Friends. Why did I enjoy it so much this year?  Good 
friends, good food, good prays, fun, and singing — a 
blessing all around. My Seder question is: Why on this 
night do we eat gefilte fish?!
 How does a month go by so fast?! Now we need 
a host for [a future] torah study. Please let me know 
if you’re available. Even if there are just a few of us 
we have a meaningful discussion.  Try to join us next 
time. We miss those who don’t come.
   – Linda Gold, Roving Reporter 

     �1�-7�1-��71

Thank you to Norma Kaplis who hosted and Seth 
Fishman who lead our Shabbat Torah Study in April.

Thank you to everyone who helped with our 
Community Seder this year — especially Rabbi Anna 
for leading and Elana Braz for her usual masterful 
organizing of the food and details.

Thank you to Fran and Bernie Heyman who hosted our 
Shabbat morning kiddush in April. 

Thank you to Naomi Mindlin who hosted our board 
meeting in April.

Thank you to Debby Bossio who arranged for our third 
“Tzedek v’Shalom Speakers Series” program with 
Albert Algazi and the film The Forgotten Refugees. 
Thank you to Debby for also basically overseeing 
the whole series and keeping us on track in our 
preparations.

Hot Dogs. Homeruns. 
And heartbreaks.

“Chasing Dreams,” the exhibit at the National Museum of American Jewish History 
(NMAJH), celebrates baseball and the many fans, players, and characters who helped 
shape our American story. Every triumph and defeat, every hero on and off the field, 

has become another chapter in the history we all share. And for immigrants and minority 
groups especially, it has played a crucial role in understanding, and sometimes challenging, 
what it means to be American. Learn more about the exhibit as special websites connected 

with it, including one where you can add your own baseball stories!  
http://chasingdreams.nmajh.org/visit/ 

June 8th at the National Museum of American Jewish History
Tzedek v’Shalom Goes on a Field Trip! 

101 South Independence Mall East • Philadelphia, PA 19106
Stay tuned for more details sent to you by email.

http://chasingdreams.nmajh.org/visit/
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Justice and Peace Speaker Series

FOLLOW-UP
We heard three distinct voices in our series exploring Middle East issues.

The following are suggested links related to each: 
J Street

J Street is an organization devoted and committed to Israel’s future as a Jewish and democratic 
homeland living within secure and internationally recognized borders. J Street believes that a 
two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the single best chance available to secure 
this future. It focuses on the Zionist ideal on which Israel was founded—that of a Jewish home-
land where Jews can always go to be secure and that represents the core Jewish values of justice, 
equality, and democracy. 

J Street webpage: http://jstreet.org. 
For information about local events, visit the J Street Philadelphia 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/jstreetphilly.

Stephen Flatow: “The Spirit of Alisa”
On leave from Brandeis University and studying at Nishmat, a women’s seminary in Jerusalem, 
Flatow’s daughter was murdered by Palestinian Islamic Jihad in Gaza. The Alisa Flatow Memorial 
Scholarship Fund has been established to encourage others to follow in Alisa’s footsteps in the full-
time pursuit of Jewish studies at schools in the State of Israel. Stephen Flatow recommended the 
memorial fund established in his daughter’s memory, and the following books:

Alisa Flatow Memorial Scholarship Fund: 
http://alisafund.org/index.aspx. 

My Promised Land: The Triumph and Tragedy of Israel, by Ari Shavit 
http://www.amazon.com/My-Promised-Land-Triumph-Tragedy/dp/0385521707 

Like Dreamers: The Story of the Israeli Paratroopers Who Reunited Jerusalem and Divided a 
Nation, by Yossi Klein Halevi 
http://www.amazon.com/Like-Dreamers-Paratroopers-Reunited-Jerusalem/dp/0060545763 

Albert Algazi presented the film The Forgotten Refugees.
When Albert Algazi, a former member of the ancient Cairene Jewish community of Cairo, Egypt, 
was born, the Cairene Jewish community was 80,000 strong, one of the world’s most populous, 
sophisticated and successful Jewish communities in history. As of the latest count in 2004, only 100 
Jews remain. Algazi presented the film Forgotten Refugees, a documentary about the 20th-century 
mass exodus of Jews from Arab countries and Iran. He recommended books by Nonie Darwish.

The Forgotten Refugees is available on YouTube in its entire-
ty: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KH8RL2XRr48.
Now They Call Me Infidel: Why I Renounced Jihad for Ameri-
ca, Israel, and the War on Terror, by Nonie Darwish

http://www.amazon.com/Now-They-Call-Infidel-Renounced/dp/1595230440/ref=sr_1_1?s=bo
oks&ie=UTF8&qid=1399000393&sr=1-1&keywords=Now+They+Call+Me+Infidel%3A  
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TvS Calendar — May 2014 • Iyar/Sivan 5774

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 1 Iyar
Hebrew classes
with Debbie 
5:30 & 6 pm 
@ the Chongs’

Rosh Hodesh Iyar

2 3
Torah Study
10 am – noon 
@ a member’s home 
TBA

4
Congregational
Meeting 
2:30-5 pm
@ the Bossios’

5

Yom 
HaZikaron

6

Yom 
HaAtzmaut
Israel 
Independence 
Day

7 8
Hebrew classes
with Debbie 
5:30 & 6 pm 
@ the Chongs’

9
Musical Shabbat 
(Zamru style)
with Jack Kessler
followed by potluck
6:30 pm
@ Kol Emet

10
Ethan Leitner Bar 
Mitzvah
Shabbat Service 
with Rabbi Anna
10 am 
@ a NFMH

11 12 13 14
Board Meeting
7 pm @ Joel 
Bacher’s

15
Hebrew classes
with Debbie 
5:30 & 6 pm 
@ the Chongs’

16 17
Havdalah Dinners
@ sunset
7:45–10:45 pm
@ members’ homes

18

Lag B'omer

19 20 21
Romeos & Juliets
1 pm 
@ Zoe’s Kitchen in 
Newtown

22
Hebrew classes
with Debbie 
5:30 & 6 pm 
@ the Chongs’

23 24

25 26

Memorial 
Day

27 28 29
Hebrew classes
with Debbie 
5:30 & 6 pm 
@ the Chongs’

30 1 Sivan

Rosh Hodesh Sivan

31

Save the Date
Fran and Bernie Heyman got married

70 years ago
and they want to celebrate with us!

   June 7, at our Shabbat morning service @ 10 a.m.
Newtown Friends Meeting House



- 9 -

Tzedek v’Shalom Tzedakah Opportunities

Donor (s) _____________________________________________Telephone ________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________

Date ____________ Enclosed is a contribution of $ ___________ to the following fund:

q General Operating Fund

q Jordan Wallis TvS Memorial Fund

q Prayer Books Fund

 
Please make checks payable to Tzedek v’Shalom. 

Send to: Joel Bacher, Treasurer
Tzedek v’Shalom

Post Office Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940

Some suggested occasions you may wish to commemorate with your donations:

œ With Gratitude to: ____________________________________________________

For _____________________________________________________________

œ Mazel Tov to: Name(s) ________________________________________________

q On the birth / naming / adoption

 of: _____________

q On becoming a bat/bar mitzvah

œ Condolences to: ___________________________________________ on the recent 

death of _________________________________________________________

œ In memory of ________________________________________________________

œ Get well wishes (Refuah Shelemah) to: ____________________________________ 

œ Special message: ______________________________________________________

Please send an acknowledgment to:

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code ________________________________________________

q Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

q Torah Fund

q Tzedakah Fund 

q On his/her graduation / birthday

q On their wedding / engagement  
/ wedding anniversary



ralph9816@gmail.com

mailto:ralph9816@gmail.com

