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	 I really struggled with what to write about this 
month. The trouble is not for a lack of subject matter, 
what with all the monumental changes happening in 
the world and pressing issues that face us today, but my 
heart and mind keep coming back to my primary and per-
sonal focus this past month: the health of our dog Thor. 
	 Thor is a big dog with a big heart, and a lot of per-
sonality. Growing up, I was never a dog person — in 
fact, I was petrified of them — so it stands to reason 
that I fell in love with a guy who happened to have a 
175-pound Dane-Mastiff mix. I was nervous about it 
at first, but Thor easily won my heart, and I have never 
looked back.
	 Thor turned 10 years old on April 1st, a tremen-
dous accomplishment for a giant breed. Dogs that size 
usually only live for 6 to 8 years. In the past year or so, 
Josh and I have moved from being afraid of losing him 
to simply being grateful for all the time we’ve been 
able to have with him.
	 But the month of April was hard — really hard. 
Soon after his triumphant birthday, Thor suffered some 
kind of cardiac event. We rushed him to the emergency 
vet hospital in Langhorne, where he spent a lot of qual-
ity time. In the end, his heart turned out to be good and 
strong, but his legs, already weak, decided that they 

could no longer support his weight. 
	 Talking with people — family, friends, members 
of Tzedek v’Shalom — we know we are not alone in 
the tough decisions that face us. There is a place in our 
hearts that a beloved pet fills that no human can quite 
reach. And when a pet cycles towards the end of its 
life, we have a unique and challenging responsibility 
to this creature who is devoted to us and is completely 
entrusted to our care.
	 There is a blessing for children, traditionally 
bestowed by parents to their children on Friday night, 
which goes like this:
	 For a boy: Y’simcha Elohim k’Ephraim u’Menashe 
— May God make you like Ephraim and Menashe. 
(These were Joshua’s sons, and the first sibling pair not 
known to have quarreled.)
	 For a girl: Y’simech Elohim k’Sarah, Rifka, Rachel, 
v’ Leah — May God make you like Sarah, Rebecca, 
Rachel and Leah. 
	 This formula is then followed by the priestly bless-
ing, which asks God to guard and bless the children, to 
shine God’s light on them, and to grant them peace. 
	 While in rabbinical school, as a single person with-
out children, I adapted the opening line of this blessing

(Continued on page 3)
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Tzedek v’Shalom
 P.O. Box 863

Newtown, PA 18940
(215) 860-0119
http://tzedekvshalom.org

Anna Boswell-Levy	 215-287-5128
Rabbi and Education Director 

Co-Presidents:
  Wendy Friedman	 215-579-9275 
  Ruth Jampol	 215-860-8903
  Noa Kuzma	 215-493-8418 
Secretary: Cindy Weiss Fisher	 215-860-0326
Treasurer: 
   Joel Bacher (Finance Chair)	 215-860-3565
Communications Liaison and Webmaster
  Jerry Manas	 215-698-7957
Education (Committee Chair)
  Marc Bloom	 267-364-5438
Jordan Wallis Fund Administrator
  Jerry Wallis	 215-547-1971
Spiritual Life (Committee Co-Chair)
  Bobbie Posmontier	 215-579-2644
Tikkun Olam (Committee Chair)
  OPEN

Past Co-Presidents: 
  Ralph Posmontier	 215-579-2644
  Rob Weintraub 	 215-968-7616 
Fund Raising (Liaison): OPEN
Intergenerational Activities/Events/ 
Adult Ed (Liaison) - OPEN

Please feel free to contact any member of  
our Board for any additional information.

Y Y Y

Non-Board Committee Chairs and Coordinators:
Acts of Caring - 
  Debbie Chong	 215-504-9268
  Jeannie Ryersbach	 215-943-4565
Membership (Committee Chair)
  Linda Gold	 215-741-4571
Spiritual Life
  Diane Gold	 215-295-2028
Shammus Coordinator
  Ralph Posmontier	 215-579-2644

Newsletter Editor: Naomi Mindlin 	 215-757-8921
To submit news to the newsletter:

email: nsmindlin@photoreview.org
News Deadline: 22nd of the month. Any submissions after 

that date will be included in the next newsletter.

May Services and Celebrations
May 6
Friday Night with TvS

5:30 p.m. Community set-up for potluck
6:00 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat: Welcome in Shabbat 

with this family-friendly service
6:30 p.m. Potluck dinner
7:15 p.m. Clean-up shared by all
7:30 p.m. Ma’ariv: a more adult-oriented program

Location: Newtown Friends Meeting House (NFMH) 
219 Court St. (off State St.), Newtown, PA 

May 21
Shabbat in the Park
10 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Location: Peace Valley Park
230 Creek Road, Doylestown, PA 18901

Want to get inspired? Google “Peace Valley 
Park” Bucks on the images page! Flyer on pg. 7.

June 3
Friday Night with TvS

5:30 p.m. Community set-up for 
potluck

6:00 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcome in Shabbat with this 
family-friendly service

6:30 p.m. Potluck dinner
7:15 p.m. Clean-up shared by all
7:30 p.m. Ma’ariv: a more adult-oriented program

Location: Newtown Friends Meeting House (NFMH) 
219 Court St. (off State St.), Newtown, PA 

YOU! Come to the TvS FLEA MARKET & CRAFT FAIR

Sunday, May 15, 2011 (Rain Date May 22)  8 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Flyer on page 5 for complete details.
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(Rabbi’s column, Continued from page 1)
for my cat, and then later created a version for dogs. 
Even though our pets are not our progeny, imbued with 
the hopes we place in future generations, they are our 
companions and household members and thus are wor-
thy of a blessing that acknowledges them and values 
them. The blessings go like this:
	 Y’simcha/y’simech Elohim k’aryat Yehudah — May 
God make you like the lion of Judah.
	 Y’simcha/y’simech Elohim k’Kalev ha’ne’eman 
— May God make you like Caleb the faithful one. 
	 There is a double, even a triple, meaning to the 
name Caleb. The man Caleb was one of the original 
twelve spies to case out the land of Israel at Moses’s 
behest. Unlike ten of the other spies, he (and fellow spy 
Joshua) gave a favorable report of the land of Israel. 
Everyone else was too afraid of its magnificence, and 
they were severely punished for their lack of faith in 
God, who was giving them this land as a home. 
	 But even though Caleb is a lovely name for an ad-
mirable figure, in Israel today boys are rarely given the 
name because it sounds too much like the word for dog 

— kelev. How perfect for use in a blessing for dogs, 
then, especially as dogs are not mentioned in the Torah. 
(Cats aren’t either, but lions are — most famously in 
Jacob’s blessing to his son Judah which likened him to 
a young lion. Thus, the tribe of Judah came to be sym-
bolized by a lion.)
	 In addition, the name Caleb sounds like “ka-lev” 
meaning “like a heart.” As I reflect on Thor’s life (first 
with Josh, and then both of us) and his gentle, loving 
and wise nature, I realize how much “like a heart” Thor 
is, and how he has taught me to love more graciously 
and unstintingly. 
	 Whenever we utter a blessing, whether for our pets, 
our children, a holiday, or over a meal, it gives us the 
opportunity to reflect on how we ourselves are blessed 
to grow by being in relationship — to know gratitude 
and humility in the holy exchange of giving and receiv-
ing. To paraphrase the poet Faith Rogow, “When we 
bless, so we are blessed.” 
	 May we truly know the blessings in our lives, and 
have the honor of blessing them.
				    With blessings,
				    Rabbi Anna

A Letter From Rabbi Dan Ehrenkrantz, RRC

 Dear Friends,

	 Nearly two years ago, the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College and the Jewish Reconstructionist Federa-
tion came together to discuss our joint mission: to enhance Jewish leadership, learning and living in the 21st 
century. We knew that together we could form an even more powerful force to advance the Reconstruction-
ist movement.
	 At a special meeting in Philadelphia on April 10, lay representatives of the movement passed a proposal 
to create a single organization—with a united board made up of lay leaders and rabbis, a united professional 
staff, and a single chief executive.
	 Together, with your support, we have taken a large and vital step. We look forward to taking on the chal-
lenges and opportunities of contemporary Jewish life with new vigor, as a unified organization.
	 The Reconstructionist movement, as you well know, is built to evolve as times change. We have been 
taught to approach our own evolution creatively, thoughtfully and proactively.  To unify our organizations 
does just that. It will allow us to use our resources more efficiently, expand our role as an innovative leader 
in the Jewish community, and encourage and sustain engagement in Jewish life.
	 I look forward to our collaboration in the days and years ahead.

								        L’Shalom,
								        Rabbi Dan Ehrenkrantz
								        President, RRC

For further information, contact or click http://jrf.org/united-organization.

http://jrf.org/united-organization
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Board News
	 Our next TvS Board meeting is Wednesday, May 
11 at 7 p.m. Contact information for the Board is al-
ways on page 2 of the newsletter. 

Y Y Y

Spiritual Life News
	 There will be a book discussion of The History of 
God as part of the Shavuot Service in June. Suggested 
reading is the first three chapters.
	 The Spiritual Life committee and Rabbi Anna will 
be preparing a handbook on the duties of the Gabbai 
with an eye to training more members to help at ser-
vices.  Please think about whether you are interested in 
participating and let Rabbi Anna know.
	 The Spiritual Life Committee meets at the Gold’s 
house at 1 Eton Rd, Yardley Pa. 19067. Please call 
Arnie or me with questions. 
 			   – Diane Gold, Spiritual Life Chair
		     	    agoldn1@aol.com or 215-295-2028

Y Y Y

Schools News
	 For information about our school, contact Marc 
Bloom, our Education Chair, at 267-364-5438 or 
marc6868@verizon.net, or Rabbi Anna, our Education 
Director, at 215-287-5128 or rabbianna@gmail.com.

TvS Romeos Club
	 TvS Romeo Club (Retired and/or Reconstructionist 
Old (or young) Men Eating Out) has come out of its 
own retirement and met in March AND April. YOU can 
join the fun. No agenda, no homework, no action items.
	 The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 
23 at 1:00 p.m., but we’re not sure of the place yet. We 
now know that Duck Sauce in Newtown is not open on 
Mondays.
				    –Joel Bacher, Romeo King
				      carojoel@comcast.net. 

Y Y Y

Flea Market News
	 The Third annual Flea market at George’s Floor 
covering in Newtown on Sunday May 15 — this 
month! Please let me know if you are bringing items 
for the TvS tables at the Flea Market or if you are 
planning to rent a space for $20 to sell your stuff. We 
still have space for outside vendors to participate. We 
need help to set up and run the tables and to clean up 
afterward. Anything left at the end of the sale will be 
donated to another charity.   
		  Diane and Arnie
		  215-295-2028 or tvsfunevents@gmail.com

Y Y Y

Community Announcements 
Yom Hashoah Interfaith Commemorative Service 
- May 1 at 3 p.m. at Adath Israel, Lawrenceville NJ 
- Sponsored by the Julius and Dorothy Koppelman 
Holocaust/Genocide Resource Center at Rider 
University and Adath Israel Congregation - The First 
Annual Jack Zaifman Humanitarian Award will be 
presented to Dr. Harvey Kornberg, Director of the 
Koppelman Center and Sharim V’Sharot, the Select 
Jewish Choir of Central New Jersey, conducted by Dr. 
Elayne Robinson, will perform (which includes TvS’s 
Max Yaffe).
Grossman, will perform. Barrack Museum of Czech 
Jewry at Barrack Hebrew Academy - Yom HaShoah 
event, Sunday, May 1, 7:30 p.m., opening Reception, 
program and guided tour - a multi-media museum 
exhibit created by the 9th grade class at Barrack Hebrew 
Academy in conjunction with Centropa, an organization 
dedicated to preserving Jewish memory in Central and 
Eastern Europe - free event, open to the public - The 

The Jewish Federation has provided 
substantial scholarship support for 

our religious school through the Keren 
Chinuch Scholarship Program. We are 

very grateful for this support.
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VENDORS STILL WANTED

FLEA MARKET & CRAFT FAIR
8 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Sunday, May 15, 2011
(Rain Date May 22)                 

on STATE ST. in NEWTOWN PA

@ GEORGE’S CARPET  PARKING LOT
(A great location!)

SPACES AVAILABLE: $20 DONATIONS FOR A SPACE

Information: Diane or Arnie 215-295-2028 or  
JOEL  215-860-3565 or 

TVSFUNEVENTS@GMAIL.COM

A TvS-sponsored Event

exhibit includes over 70 six-foot story panels, videos, 
interviews and more and runs May 1–6 at the Barrack 
Hebrew Academy, 272 S. Bryn Mawr Ave. The show is 
dedicated to the memory of Igor Laufer, a special friend 
and member of the Akiba-Barrack family, and a Czech 
survivor. For any questions, please contact Sharon 
Levin, Chair, Humanities Division, Barrack Hebrew 
Academy, slevin@jbha.org, or 610-922-2370.
Gratz College offers Hebrew Ulpan and Yiddish 
Language courses this summer starting at the end 
of May at its Mandell Campus and a couple other 
Delaware Valley sites. For more information, contact 
Michael Schatz, Director, Gratz College Ulpan at 215-
635-7300 ext. 267  or mschatz@gratz.edu, and Rita 
Ratson, Director, Yiddish Programs at 215-635-7300 
ext. 177 or rratson@gratz.edu.

In Our Shul…
Rabbi Sandy Roth, the founding rabbi of Kehillat 
HaNahar in New Hope, passed away early in March 
after a long and valiant battle with lung cancer. She was 
a colleague of Rabbi Anna’s in the Reconstructionist 
world, a devoted spiritual director, and a big part of 
Jewish life in Bucks County. When TvS began, she was 
instrumental in accepting our children in the Kehillat 
HaNahar school during our first year. She will be 
greatly missed.
Tzedek v’Shalom’s founding rabbi, Rabbi Caryn Broit-
man, lost her mother, Barbara Merle Broitman, on 
March 19th. Contributions in her memory can be made 
to the Dana Farber Cancer Institute, P.O. Box 849168, 
Boston, MA 02284. If you wish to send your condo-
lences, Rabbi Caryn’s contact info is P.O. Box 10, West 
Tisbury, MA 02575 or mvhc.cbroitman@verizon.net. 
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Refuah Shleymah (Get Well Wishes)
Jules and Kessler, Paula Adler’s parents
Renee Desobry - also would love to have visitors!
Jim Taylor

Home Bound (and would love visitors!)
Susan Kitces, Anna Kitces’s mom (lives at the 

Kitces/Fishman residence)
Ettie Kernis, Bobbie Posmontier’s mom (lives at the 

Posmontier residence)
Eddie Mann, Diane Gold’s dad (lives at Manor Care 

in Yardley)

Contributions
General Operating Fund
from Ruth Blask, in memory of Benjamin Rosenfeld,
Lifecycle Events at TvS
Anniversaries:
Jean Ryersbach and Zvi Schram		 May 7
Jennifer and Marc Bloom		  May 22
Cindy Weiss-Fisher and Marc Fisher	 May 23, 1999
Birthdays:
Jason Friedman	 May 2
Emily Savrin	 May 4

Sam Garfield	 May 7
Jack Fein	 May 7
Bennett Garfield	 May 13
Diane LeBas	 May 18
George Reese	 May 27
Peter Basseches	 May 30
Yahrzeits:

Yahrzeit dates are listed here by the Jewish death 
day (according to the Jewish calendar) and its 
Gregorian equivalent this year. The original death 
date follows in parenthesis when available.

Carroll Gold 			   27 Nissan/May 1 (5/1/1981)
Raymond Kuzma 			    4 Iyar/May 8 (5/4/76)
Pearl Schwartz 			   15 Iyar/May 19 (4/26/94) 
Renee Geller 			   18 Iyar/May 22 (5/7/96)
Mollie Gordon			   18 Iyar/May 22 (5/27/86)
Jean Trachtenberg			  21 Iyar/May 25 (5/9/10)
Cindy Ornsteen 			   23 Iyar/May 27 (6/1/05)
Beverly Garfield			   25 Iyar/May 29 (6/1/97)
Samuel A. Kahn 			   26 Iyar/May 30 (5/28/03)
Norman Necowitz		    9 Sivan/June 11 (5/20/02)
Morris Sanders			   13 Sivan/June 15 (5/23/75)
Norman Glucroft			   14 Sivan/June 16 (5/27/10)

In the mail…

This summer I am coordinating a local, community program that I would LOVE to share and 
involve your congregation!  I am the local coordinator for an exchange student program where 13 
Spanish students between the ages of 13 and 17 will be visiting Bucks County, and I am looking 
for volunteer host families to love these students and share their meals, traditions, and homes for 
1 to 3 weeks.  The exchange students will be here from July 5–26th.

It would be a blessing to me, as well as these exchange students, if you could share this 
opportunity with your congregation to be involved in the local community, while impacting the 
world this July! I would love if you could include this community program in your newsletter or 
weekly announcements. Thank you!

Sincerely,

Michele Greenockle
Center For Cultural Interchange
Area Representative
215.962.3828
michelephillycci@gmail.com



Shabbat 
in the Park
Saturday, May 21 
at 10:00 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
at Peace Valley Park (3 miles from Doylestown)

at Pavilion #2 near the boat rentals
www.cronancomputer.com/bcparks/pvpark

Our tentative schedule:
10:00 – 11:30 Welcome and adult torah service (while the kids that are present 

can work on Shabbat-related arts and crafts)
11:30 – 12:00 30 minute song-filled and interactive family service
12:00 – 1:00 Lunch (Bring Your Own)
  1:00 – 4:00 Boat Rentals (optional) and free time (wiffle ball/bat, frisbees, arts 

and crafts provided) – Guitars and singing back at the pavilion
  4:00 – 5:00 Group Hike/Nature Walk
  5:00 – 6:30 Dinner (order Pizza)
  6:30 – 7:30 Adult Discussion: Rabbi Anna to lead (Topic TBD)
  7:30 – 8:15 Family Sing-Along game, music, and other group activities

•  There will be a 90-minute adult service for those who wish to come at 10:00  a.m..
•  Following the adult service, there will be a 30-minute family service at 11:30 a.m., 

followed by lunch at noon.
•  If the adult service runs over, we will move the family service to after lunch.
•  Those who wish to stay past 5 p.m. for the evening events can.
•  Please remember to BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH.
•  If you wish to bring desserts or sharable snacks, please do. Water and soft drinks will be 

provided.
•  For those who stay for dinner, we will be ordering pizza.

Stay tuned for further details as we get closer to the event.

More info?
Contact Jerry

215-698-7957 
jerry.manas@gmail.com

Sunset at Peace Valley Park
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April Thank You’s to…
Diane Gold for organizing our “Lunch and Learn” in 

April and to Dr. Simcha Raphael who so graciously 
shared his knowledge.

Everyone who helped with our “Friday Night with 
TvS” Shabbat program.

Elana Braz for organizing yet another fabulous TvS 
Community Seder and Rabbi Anna, our fearless lead-
er, who lead us in this joyous event. And, of course, 
thank you to our “caterers” — everyone who attended!

Ralph Posmontier and Fran and Bernie Heyman for 
hosting and leading our Torah Study sessions in April.

Flea Market Help Needed
Can you help with the Flea Market in any way?  We 

need help in setting up, breaking down, manning 
TvS  tables, advertising, putting up signs, etc. Please 
contact Diane, Arnie, or Joel (numbers below) if you 
can help.

Mitzvah Corner
Baby Sitters  
Available!

We’re certified by the  
Red Cross.

Do you want to go out and have fun, but 
don’t have anyone to watch your kids?

We can help you with that!  
Just give us call at 215*504*5571.

If you have friends who are looking for baby 
sitters, please tell them about us! Thanks,

Michela and Hannah Lewis,  
TvS teens!

Re-Use Your Shoes
	 A newly founded Bucks County organization 
is collecting used shoes to pass along to those in 
need.
	 Re-use Your Shoes, a new effort founded by Bucks 
County resident Kevin Kane, is putting those unused 
shoes on feet that need them. The organization, 
which was started just this fall, has drop boxes for 
unwanted shoes throughout Bucks County, including 
each location of First National Bank.

	 Re-use Your Shoes collects all types of shoes, including sneakers, dress shoes, and boots. Once collected, Kane 
and his team of six volunteers pass the shoes along to a handful of area organizations that aid people in need.
	 Beneficiaries include the Bethesda Project, a men’s homeless shelter in Philadelphia, and the Laurel House, 
a sanctuary for female domestic abuse victims and their children located in Norristown. Additionally, Libertae, a 
program that helps women transition to the work force after overcoming drug addiction, receives dress shoes so the 
women have appropriate attire to wear to job interviews.
	 Re-use Your Shoes accepts shoes in any condition. Shoes in good, wearable shape are passed along to be used 
immediately by people in need. But shoes that are deemed “beyond wearable” (holes, excessive dirtiness) are 
donated to Nike’s recycling program. Nike grinds up the soles of sneakers to make a material used for playground 
bases, Kane explained.

TvS received this information from Betsy Crofts from Newtown Friends Meeting.
For more information, contact www.reuseyourshoes.org.

http://www.reuseyourshoes.org
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WOW!!! Big events this month…
5/6 Friday Night with TvS • 5/15 Flea Market 

5/21 Shabbat in the Park

TvS Calendar — May 2011 • Nissan/Iyar 5771

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 17 Nissan

TvS Field Trip to

the Lower East

Side

Yom HaShoah

2 3 4

5:15 p.m.

Religious School

Rosh Hodesh Iyar

5 1 Iyar

Prayerbook

Hebrew

5:30 p.m.

Beginners

6:30 p.m.

Intermediate

@ Debbie

Chong’s home

Rosh Hodesh Iyar

6

5:30 p.m. Friday

Night with TvS

@ NFMH

7

8

9:30 a.m.

Religious School

@ Goodnoe

School

9

Yom

HaZikaron

10

Yom

HaAtzma’ut

11

5:15 p.m.

Religious School

7 p.m.

Board Meeting

12

Prayerbook

Hebrew

5:30 p.m.

Beginners

6:30 p.m.

Intermediate

@ Debbie

Chong’s home

13 14

15

8 a.m. – 2 p.m.

TvS Flea Market

@George’s Carpet

Parking Lot

9:30 a.m.

Religious School

@ Goodnoe

School

16 17 18

5:15 p.m.

Religious School

19

Prayerbook

Hebrew

5:30 p.m.

Beginners

6:30 p.m.

Intermediate

@ Debbie

Chong’s home

20 21

10 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Shabbat in the Park

@ Peace Valley

Park

22

9:30 a.m.

Religious School

@ Goodnoe

School

23 24 25

5:15 p.m.

Religious School

26

Prayerbook

Hebrew

5:30 p.m.

Beginners

6:30 p.m.

Intermediate

@ Debbie

Chong’s home

27 28

29 30

Memorial

Day

31 June 1 2 3

5:30 p.m.

Friday Night

with TvS

@ NFMH

4
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Tzedek v’Shalom Tzedakah Opportunities

Donor (s) _____________________________________________Telephone ________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________

Date ____________ Enclosed is a contribution of $ ___________ to the following fund:

q	General Operating Fund

q	Jordan Wallis Memorial Fund

q	Prayer Books Fund

 
Please make checks payable to Tzedek v’Shalom. 

Send to: Joel Bacher, Treasurer
Tzedek v’Shalom

Post Office Box 863
Newtown, Pa. 18940

Some suggested occasions you may wish to commemorate with your donations:

œ With Gratitude to: ____________________________________________________

For _____________________________________________________________

œ Mazel Tov to: Name(s) ________________________________________________

q	On the birth / naming / adoption

	 of: _____________

q	On becoming a bat/bar mitzvah

œ Condolences to: ___________________________________________ on the recent 

death of _________________________________________________________

œ In memory of ________________________________________________________

œ Get well wishes (Refuah Shelemah) to: ____________________________________ 

œ Special message: ______________________________________________________

Please send an acknowledgment to:

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code ________________________________________________

q	Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

q	Torah Fund

q	Tzedakah Fund 

q	On his/her graduation / birthday

q	On their wedding / engagement  
/ wedding anniversary

 



Phone: (215) 579-9816 

32 N. Lincoln Avenue 
Newtown, PA   18940 

Mobile: (215) 962-1494 

Ralph’s Computer Service 
Ralph Posmontier - Owner         Ralphpos@verizon.net 

On-Site P.C. Upgrades, Repair, Training, and Software Support 
Windows 98/XP/Vista—Network Support - Established 1993 


