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experience of being in Religious School, more than say, 
whether a child has a learning disability.
 At Tzedek v’Shalom, are we teaching just about 
what “Jews out there” do and believe? Or, are we 
modeling a Jewish life shaped by Jewish values and 
concerns? Do we have an individual spiritual/religious 
expression, or is our practice of Judaism tied solely to 
what the synagogue does? What does it mean to make 
Jewish choices for our family and ourselves? How are 
we guided by Judaism? 
 These are not just questions for Religious School 
parents — these concerns affect the life and mission of 
what we are and what we do at TvS. I think it’s great 
that we take the summer to let our hair down and take 
a break from more formal observances and education, 
but as I said to the students, we don’t stop being Jewish 
over the summer.
 “Being Jewish,” according to a Reconstruction-
ist definition, does not mean only through prayer and 
religious observances. Reconstructionist Judaism holds 
that Judaism is a “civilization” with its various cultural 
expressions — language, arts, literature, food, holidays,

(Continued on page 2)

Last week in Religious School, I began the day with 
a pop quiz — sure to make me very popular with 

the kids! I gave them seven fill in the blank statements, 
such as “My favorite part of school this year was, 
_________” and “I feel Jewish when I __________” 
which were all designed to help them reflect on the 
school year and their Jewish identity as a whole. 
 The last statement I asked them to fill in was, “One 
way I will be Jewish this summer is_____________.” 
There were a few notable answers like “I’ll learn more 
about the kabbalah” and “I’m going to Jewish camp,” 
but many kids left the answer blank or spoke vaguely 
about “remembering Hebrew School” and “God.”
 After the pop quiz, I said to the students, “Be-
ing Jewish is not something you are just at Religious 
School; it’s a part of you wherever you go all week 
long and all year round. You don’t need Hebrew school 
do be Jewish — you can be Jewish in lots of different 
ways.” I wonder if they understood that statement — or 
rather, how they understood it. When they are at home 
with family and friends, how is Judaism expressed? 
As a Religious School director, I don’t really have that 
information. However, it has a huge impact on their 
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 P.O. Box 863

Newtown, PA 18940
(215) 860-0119
http://tzedekvshalom.org
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June Services and 
Torah Study at TvS 
Bat Mitzvah of Jordyn Friedman
Saturday, June 12 at 10 a.m.
Location: NFMH
Shammus and Kiddush:  
B’nai Mitzvah families
Friday Evening Service
Friday, June 18 at 7:15 p.m.
Location: NFMH
Special Oneg Shabbat in honor of Laura Kitces 
Fishman’s Bat Mitzvah
Bat Mitzvah of Laura Kitces Fishman
Saturday, June 19 at 9:15 a.m.
Location: NFMH
Shammus and Kiddush: B’nai Mitzvah families
Torah Study
Saturday, June 26th at 10 a.m.
Location: at the home of Debbie and Victor Chong
417 Edgeboro Drive, Newtown, PA
215-504-9268 or weederwiz@aol.com

Jewish Fill in the Blank
(Continued from page 1)
and celebrations. So, you could “be Jewish” by eating 
kugel, but I think that the more ways to engage with 
culture and the people, the better. As parents, the more 
ways we model ways of being Jewish for our chil-
dren, the more your family’s Jewish identity will be 
strengthened. 
 Last year I wrote about “staying in touch” with TvS 
over the summer through attending our more informal 
Torah studies and services at member homes, but what 
I’m saying now goes beyond that. TvS — the school 
and the shul — offer wonderful ways of connecting 
with our shared religious, cultural, spiritual identities. 
However, they are offered not for your entertainment, 
but with the hope and prayer that they will affect and 
perhaps even transform your own life. Whatever reso-
nates with you, bring it home, into your neshama (soul) 
and into your daily and weekly routine.
 This is no easy task, but it’s not impossible either. 
I simply ask you to fill in the blank: One way I will be 
Jewish this summer is ____________. And if you think 
of more than one way, so much the better!
 Have an inspiring and lovely summer,
   With Blessing,
   Rabbi Anna
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Spiritual Life News
 Scheduled meeting dates and times for the next two 
months are June 27 and July 25, both at 7 p.m. at Diane 
Gold’s house at 1 Eton Road, Yardley, PA 19067. All 
congregants are invited to attend. 
 For any questions or comments about Spiritual Life 
at TvS, please contact Rabbi Anna or me.
  – Diane Gold
     Spiritual Life Chair
     agoldn1@aol.com or 215-295-2028

Y Y Y
Caring for Our Loved Ones, 
Caring for Ourselves
The next meeting is Sunday, June 13, 10:30 a.m. to 
noon at the home of Jennifer Garfield. If you would 
like to attend, please contact Jennifer at  215-322-9668 
or jennifergarfield@hotmail.com.

Y Y Y
Community Announcements 
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation News: Ma 
Nishma (“What’s Happening?”): Register at the JRF 
website at http://jrf.org/user/register then click “Manage 
your JRF e-newsletter subscriptions” at the top left of 
the home page to subscribe.

Lower Bucks Community 
Building Network
 There will be a Special Workshop and Job Net-
working event on Wednesday, June 2nd from 6:30 p.m. 

to 10 p.m. at Shir Ami, 101 Richboro Road, Newtown. 
Attendees will be able to participate in two of the four 
40-minute sessions being offered:

• Developing the 30-Second Elevator Pitch
• Essentials of Networking
• Revitalizing Your Personal Identity
• A Corporate Recruiter Panel Discussion

 The workshops will be followed by a structured 
networking session and activities such as resume cri-
tiquing and career counseling. Light refreshments will 
be served. Please join us, and bring your resumes and 
business cards. For more information please contact 
Mitch Federman at mitchfedm@comcast.net.
 Tzedek v’Shalom is one of the official participants 
in this program.

Y Y Y
In Our Shul…
Member News
We are saddened to learn that Norman Glucroft, Susan 

Levin’s father, passed away in late May. May his 
memory be a blessing.

Refuah shlemah - get well - to Arnie Gold who was hit 
by a… bicyclist. May he heal quickly and completely!

Mazel to our spring Bat Mitzvah teens — Sophie 
Laden, Jordyn Friedman, and Laura Kitces Fishman 
— and their families. May you all go from strength to 
strength!

Contributions
General Operating Fund
from Debbie and Victor Chong

in memory of David Kernis.
wishing a quick healing to Arnie Gold following 

The whole Tzedek v’Shalom community is invited 
to share in the joy and be part of   

Laura Kitces Fishman’s Bat Mitzvah
There will be Friday night services on June 18th at 7:15 p.m. and  

an Oneg Shabbat/congregational celebration with dessert afterwards.

There will be services Saturday morning on June 19th at 9:15 a.m. with Kiddush afterwards.

Both services are at Newtown Friends Meeting House, Court Street, Newtown.

Seth and Anna 
(215-369-0997)
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his collision with a bicyclist.
wishing a quick healing to Nathan Pinsky from his 

recent auto accident.
in honor of Ruth Blask, Debbie’s mother.
wishing a Mazel Tov to Josh for his new 

employment.
from the Ohio Historical Society in memory of Dr. 

David Kernis. Bobbie’s sister, Sharon E. Dean, is 
director of the Society’s Collections Services Division.

General Operating Fund
from Debbie and Victor Chong, for books and supplies 

for the school library
Lifecycle Events at TvS
Anniversaries:
Michele & Paul Kleinbaum  June 10, 1979
Sharon Pope and Rob Weintraub  June 14
Al and Eileen Goldstein  June 15, 1969
Frances and Bernie Heyman  June 17, 1944
Steve Bacher and Karen Courtney June 22, 1996
Marilyn Silberfein and John Pawling June 27, 1971
Birthdays:
Clara Pinsky June 4
Meryl Cohen June 5
Tali Adini June 6
Greg Plumb June 6
Marc Bloom June 8 
Jake Antoniello June 10
Larry Necowitz  June 12
Emma Perloff June 13
Arnie Gold June 14
Jenny Ornsteen James June 20
Cressa Perloff June 21
Esther Lewis June 26
D.J. Kleinbaum June 26
Ilene Pastor June 27
Nora Chong June 27
Rob Kall June 29

The TvS ROMEO Club (“Retired* Old Men Eating Out”)

NEXT EVENT: Wed., June 23rd at noon
WHERE:  Boston Market, 360 Oxford Valley Road,  

Langhorne, PA 19047, near the Sheraton Hotel,  
across from the Oxford Valley Mall

RSVP to Joel (via email, carojoel@comcast.net) if you plan to 
attend, so we can set up an appropriate number of tables and seats.
*Retirement not required. Substitute any other R word and it works!

Totally open to all (male) TvS members and friends.

Jean-Pierre Sarandrea June 30
Yahrzeits:

Yahrzeit dates are listed here by the Jewish death 
day (according to the Jewish calendar) and its 
Gregorian equivalent this year. The original death 
date follows in parenthesis when available.

Cindy Ornsteen   23 Iyar/May 7 (6/1/05)
Beverly Garfield  25 Iyar/May 9 (6/1/97)
Dimon Barth  11 Sivan/May 24 (6/8/87)
Sarah Hershgordon 14 Sivan/May 27 (6/20/59)
Jack Cohen  17 Sivan/May 30 (6/20/00)
Max Kleinbaum  17 Sivan/May 30 (6/20/00)
Saul Abrams  18 Sivan/May 31 (6/1/47)
Zvi Granek   20 Sivan/June 2 (6/13/71)
Richard Delone   22 Sivan/June 4 (6/23/92)
Herman Cohen  23 Sivan/June 5 (6/12/85)
Robert Gordon  23 Sivan/June 5 (6/16/71)
Jacob Moskowitz 23 Sivan/June 5 (6/23/03)
Grace Posmontier 26 Sivan/June 8 (6/27/92)
Mildred Daniels  29 Sivan/June 11 (6/21/09)
Esther Piaskovsky 30 Sivan/June 12 (6/26/06)
Harry Tarlo    1 Tammuz/June 13 (6/23/63)
Barry Cohen    6 Tammuz/June 18 (6/20/99)
Richard Netter  11 Tammuz/June 23 (7/3/09)
Harvey Wallis  12 Tammuz (7/5/90)
Lillian Lande Goldstein 13 Tammuz/June 25
Sarah Weintraub   13 Tammuz/June 25 (6/23/02)
Lorry Greenberg  16 Tammuz/June28 (6/30/99)
Sylvia and Reuben Bishoff June
Nettie Tarlo  23 Tammuz/July 5  (7/12/85) 
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Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia’s

SORRY, NO DOGS ALLOWED

Sunday June 6, 2010

Shady Brook Farm
931 Stony Hill Road at the Newtown Bypass

Noon - 4 rain or shine

Yardley

215.579.9300 ext. 2
lgellis@jfgp.org

Live music featuring Mama Doni
Party Magic: Rides and inflatables

Strawberry picking
Games
Delicious kosher food
Judaica and crafts market

FEATURING

...and much more!
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Mitzvah Corner
“Shabbat in the Park” Thank Yous
We need to thank Ralph, for shlepping everything we needed for services at the last minute. And Elana, 

for helping coordinate the food and cooking some great desserts. We’d like to thank Josh, for leading 
the scavenger hunt and for wearing a shirt that said, “Real men marry rabbis.” And, of course, speaking 
of rabbis, Rabbi Anna, for leading us through a wonderful outdoor service and some great discussion. 
Thank you to Noa for her support and buying last minute SMORE ingredients for the kids… a BBQ 
would not be the same without SMORES! Thanks for all who participated in the varied activities!

        – Cindy Weiss Fisher and Jerry Manas
           Shabbat in the Park Coordinators
Thank you to Cindy and Jerry for coordinating such a terrific “Shabbat in the Park.” Jerry kept our retreat 

alive when it seemed to be faltering, and Cindy thought of “all the details” (Jerry’s quote).

Flea Market Report
This year’s flea market was held on a beautiful day in May. I wish to thank everyone who contributed 

and helped. Special thanks to Arnie, Ralph Posmontier, Jerry Manas, Rob Weintraub, Julie and 
Charles Gromer, Marcia Gordon, Jean Ryersbach and Zvi Schram, Noa Kuzma, Carolyn and Joel, 
Bernie and Fran, Michele Kleinbaum and anyone I may have left off the acknowledgement list. This is 
the second year and we are still learning what we can do to make this a more successful and profitable 
event. We are looking for new ideas to make next year’s event more successful. Items not sold or taken 
back by were donated to Greenwood House’s Rummage Sale by Michele Kleinbaum.  We also wish 
to thank McCaffery’s Market and the Acme in Newtown for donations of cookies, water, and soda. We 
cleared approximately $675 in profits.

        – Diane Gold
Thank you to Diane and Arnie Gold for organizing our second Flea Market. They involved so many 

people and made this a real community event.

Even More Shul Thank You’s
Thank you to Fran and Bernie Heyman for hosting Torah Study in May. 
Thank you to Zvi Schram for hosting our Shavuot celebration, and thanks also to Jerry Manas, Zvi, and 

Rabbi Anna for preparing study sessions and to everyone who brought such delicious treats.
Thank you to Debbie and Victor Chong for hosting, and Jean Ryersbach for facilitating the first meeting 

of a new Caregivers’ Support Group.

Baby Sitters Available!
We’re certified by 
The Red Cross.

Do you want to go out and have fun, 
but don’t have anyone to watch your kids?

We can help you with that!
Just give us call at 215*504*5571.

If you have any friends who are looking for baby sitters,
please tell them about us!    

Thanks,
Michela and Hannah Lewis,

TvS teens!
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Having a Summer Cookout?
R e m e m b e r 
to save your McCaffery’s tapes (and earn cash 
back for TvS).  Bring them to events and give them 
to Rob Weintraub, Ralph Posmontier, or Arnie Gold.

OR  register your genuardi’s discount card to Tzedek v’ 
Shalom and a percentage of your purchases will be credited 
to TvS each month. You can register at the store front desk. 

TvS Calendar — June 2010 • Sivan/Tammuz 5770

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 Sivan 19 2

Midweek

School

3

Midweek

School

4 5

Parshat Shelach Lecha

6

Religious School

Closing Day and

Picnic

9:30 p.m.

Jewish Festival at

Shady Brook

Noon–4 p.m.

7 8 9 10 11 12

Shabbat Service

Bat Mitzvah of

Jordyn Friedman

10 a.m. at NFMH

Rosh Hodesh

Parshat Korach

13 Tammuz 1

Rosh Hodesh

14 15 16 17 18

Shabbat Service

7:15 p.m.

at NFMH

19

Shabbat Service

Bat Mitzvah of

Laura Kitces Fishman

9:15 a.m. at NFMH

Parshat Hukat

20

TvS Board Retreat

Father’s Day

21 22 23

ROMEO

Noon at

Boston

Market

24 25 26

Torah Study

10 a.m. at the Chongs’

Parshat Balak

27

Spiritual Life

Committee Meeting

7 p.m. at the Golds’

28 29

Fast of 17
th

of Tammuz

30 31
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Tzedek v’Shalom Tzedakah Opportunities

Donor (s) _____________________________________________Telephone ________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________

Date ____________ Enclosed is a contribution of $ ___________ to the following fund:

q General Operating Fund

q Jordan Wallis Memorial Fund

q Prayer Books Fund

 
Please make checks payable to Tzedek v’Shalom. 

Send to: Joel Bacher, Treasurer
Tzedek v’Shalom

Post Office Box 863
Newtown, Pa. 18940

Some suggested occasions you may wish to commemorate with your donations:

œ With Gratitude to: ____________________________________________________

For _____________________________________________________________

œ Mazel Tov to: Name(s) ________________________________________________

q On the birth / naming / adoption

 of: _____________

q On becoming a bat/bar mitzvah

œ Condolences to: ___________________________________________ on the recent 

death of _________________________________________________________

œ In memory of ________________________________________________________

œ Get well wishes (Refuah Shelemah) to: ____________________________________ 

œ Special message: ______________________________________________________

Please send an acknowledgment to:

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code ________________________________________________

q Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

q Torah Fund

q Tzedakah Fund 

q On his/her graduation / birthday

q On their wedding / engagement  
/ wedding anniversary

 



Phone: (215) 579-9816 

32 N. Lincoln Avenue 
Newtown, PA   18940 

Mobile: (215) 962-1494 

Ralph’s Computer Service 
Ralph Posmontier - Owner         Ralphpos@verizon.net 

On-Site P.C. Upgrades, Repair, Training, and Software Support 
Windows 98/XP/Vista—Network Support - Established 1993 


