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Sivan/Tammuz 5772

Tikkun a Room

Volume 16, Issue 10

Sunday, June 24 @ 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
@ The Bucks County Homeless Shelter
7301 New Falls Road (7 Library Way)
Levittown, PA 19055
Painting minyan needed

to help paint the Homeless Shelter dining room.
We need at least 10 volunteers to bring off this mitzvah. Can you help make this happen?
 	 In a world full of problems, this is a great opportunity to actually solve one. And it will be a good opportunity
to get our name out into the community.
The room will be prepped ahead of time so all we need to do is show up with rollers and brushes and get to
work. We’re trying to see if Home Depot will give us the paint.
Background info: The shelter serves about 50–70 people who are in the process of reestablishing themselves,
i.e. looking for jobs, retraining, getting counseling, and so forth. The living is communal with a Men’s dorm and a
Family dorm. Meals are supplied and served by volunteers (yet another opportunity). On January 1, 2012, Family
Service Association took over ownership of the shelter from the American Red Cross. Family Service had been
involved when the shelter opened in the late 1980s, when it provided case management services. The organization
assists vulnerable populations in its many programs and has a comprehensive menu of services that will help
those who come to the shelter to move from homelessness to self-sufficiency. For more information, see the press
release announcing this change:
http://www.fsabc.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Join-Shelter-Announcement1.pdf
We have a few volunteers so far, but need about 5–10 to get the job done quickly. Please contact me to sign up
to “tikkun a room” on Sunday, June 24th.
								
Max Yaffe, maxyaffe@gmail.com or 215/504-9559
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June Services and Celebrations
Saturday, June 2
Shul at the Pool
10:30 a.m. – ???!!!
Location: at the home of
Charles, Julie, and Ben
Gromer
300 Strawberry Circle,
Langhorne, PA 19047
(Opposite Core Creek Park)
(215) 757-7970
10:30 a.m. Short service followed by a one-hour Torah
study
noon-ish Dairy potluck lunch
After lunch — informal chatting, swimming, noshing,
walking — whatever we want to do!
For more information, contact Jerry at 215-341-6413 or
jerry.manas@gmail.com.
Friday, June 8
Friday Night with TvS
Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy leads
5:30 p.m. Community set-up for
potluck
6:00 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat: Welcome
in Shabbat with this family-friendly service and
stories

Tzedek v’Shalom
P.O. Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940
(215) 860-0119
http://tzedekvshalom.org
Anna Boswell-Levy
Rabbi and Education Director

215-287-5128

President: Jerry Manas
215-341-6413
Secretary: Cindy Weiss Fisher
215-860-0326
Treasurer:
Arnie Gold (Finance Chair)
215-295-2028
Education (Committee Chair)
Becky Rice  	
215-504-4247
Fundraising (Committee Chair, open)
Membership/Marketing (Committee Co-Chairs)
Linda Gold  	
215-741-4571
  Bob Abrahamson  	
215-968-1956
Shammus Coordinator
Ralph Posmontier
215-579-2644
Spiritual Life (Committee Chair)
Diane Gold
215-295-2028

6:30 p.m. Potluck dinner
7:15 p.m. Clean-up shared by all
7:30 p.m. Service
Location: Newtown Friends Meeting House (NFMH)
219 Court St. (off State St.), Newtown, PA

Saturday, June 23 @ 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Torah Study
Location: at the home of Debbie and Victor Chong
417 Edgeboro Drive, Newtown, PA 18940
215-504-9268 or weederwiz@aol.com.
Directions:
1. From the Newtown bypass, take State Street into
Newtown.
2. Continue as State Street becomes Edgeboro on the
edge of the borough
3. 417 Edgeboro is on the left.

Y Y
Board News

Y

The next Board meeting is Wednesday, June 13,
at 7 p.m. at the home of Arnie and Diane Gold, 1 Eton
Road, Yardley, PA 19067.
Contact information for the Board is always on
page 2 of the newsletter.

Tikkun Olam (Committee Chair)
Kina Leitner
215-378-4868
Past Co-Presidents:
Wendy Friedman (Fund-raising)
215-579-9275
Ruth Jampol
215-860-8903
Noa Kuzma (Fund-raising)
215-493-8418
Intergenerational Activities/Events/
Adult Ed (Liaison) - OPEN
Please feel free to contact any member of
our Board for any additional information.
Y Y Y
Non-Board Committee Chairs and Coordinators:
Acts of Caring
Debbie Chong
215-504-9268
Jeannie Ryersbach
215-943-4565
Teen Coordinator
Wendy Friedman
215-579-9275
Webmaster
Jerry Manas
215-698-7957
Newsletter Editor: Naomi Mindlin 215-757-8921
To submit news to the newsletter:
email: nsmindlin@photoreview.org

--

From Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy…

Connecting with Israel
I want to commend Eve Lifson on publishing her thoughts and internal struggles concerning issues on peace
and justice in Israel in the Tufts University paper and in our May newsletter. I know that for myself, growing up as
a liberal Jew who saw firsthand the tensions in Israel between Israelis and Palestinians, and between religious and
secular Jews, I struggled to identify my feelings about what I witnessed, much less find the words to describe them.
In Israel there is an active dialogue about these issues; in the U.S. these arguments are largely squelched. It is
particularly troubling that many Jews today feel that the synagogue is no place to talk about Israel except to assert
our loyalty to the land and modern state of Israel. If we can’t talk about our concerns and fears for Israel in our
synagogues, where can we?
Synagogues should be safe places for Jews to hash out their challenges and work through their struggles,
whether it be about Israel, Torah and holy texts, God, loss and grief, or issues of social justice. Synagogues need
to be places where we listen to one another and help each other mature and develop along our Jewish paths.
In the last month we have celebrated Israel Independence Day, the Day of Remembrance for Israel’s fallen
soldiers, and Jerusalem Day (the day Israel won the Six-Day War which united Jerusalem). There was a passionate piece in The New York Jewish Week by Uri Zaki, the head of the U.S. arm of the eminent Israeli human rights
organization B’Tzelem, that appeared a few weeks ago. He writes, “Israel’s Declaration of Independence includes
two pillars upon which it stands — the creation of a Jewish national homeland under a democratic regime. Indeed,
this special time of the year can elicit a narrow focus on the first pillar. Yet equally significant is the other pillar
— Israel’s democratic foundations.…Democracy isn’t meant to be easy. It requires active engagement to function
properly, so that civil rights are protected and the political process may move forward in everyone’s interests.”
So when Israel’s Independence Day comes every year, we should celebrate it — its reality and its promise. As
Uri Zaki put it, “When we celebrate Israel we must not omit its democracy and those who strengthen the bedrock
on which it stands.” Israel is not perfect, just as any country is not. What makes it imperative for us as Jews to
care is that it is the Jewish homeland, and therefore represents the values and ideals of all Jews.
To be sure, there are troubling things happening in Israel. In late May, during violent protests in Tel Aviv
against them, Sudanese refugees who escaped genocide in Darfur were characterized as “infiltrators” and as
criminals. While there has been a growing crime wave by Africans, police and other officials have gone on record
as saying that if the Sudanese were allowed to work in Israel, crimes of desperation would cease. We need to
encourage Jewish organizations in North America, who represent us, to speak out against act of violence against
people who are seeking refuge in Israel and remember that we are people who welcome the stranger, the foreigner,
the poor. As I taught at our Shavuot gathering, according to Jewish tradition and exemplified in the book of Ruth
(traditionally read at Shavuot), acts of hesed/kindness such as this hasten the messianic age.
When we raise our voice and remain involved, change can happen in Israel — and here is the proof: On May
30th, Rabbi Miri Gold, a Reform rabbi living and serving a community in Israel, won a six-and-a-half year long
court case to require the state to pay salaries to non-Orthodox rabbis who serve communities in Israel. Israel does
not have separation of church and state, and currently, only Orthodox rabbis serving congregations get a stipend
from the state that is taken from a “religious tax.”
This is huge step for liberal Judaism in Israel, but there is still a long road ahead. Like Eve, we must share our
concern, even our confusion when we see things that disturb us. Only if we American Jews care enough to stay
connected can Israel reflect the values and hopes of all Jews.
B’vracha/in blessing,
Rabbi Anna

Did you know... more than 30 people filled Rabbi Anna, Josh, and Adar’s home for
a Tzedek v’Shalom Shavuot potluck soiree and Leil Tikkun (night of learning)?
30% of our member families were represented — and we all put in out 2¢ during
the discussions.
--

Shul at the Pool

June 2, 2012
At the home of Charles, Julie, and Ben
Gromer (Opposite Core Creek Park)
300 Strawberry Circle
Langhorne, PA 19047
(215) 757-7970
Revised Schedule:
10:30 a.m.
noon-ish 		
After lunch

Short service followed by one-hour Torah study
Dairy potluck lunch
Informal chatting, swimming, noshing, walking…

Join us! There is NO CHARGE for this fun event!
For more information, contact Jerry at 215-341-6413 or jerry.manas@gmail.com.

School News

Our Hebrew School collects tzedakkah money
throughout the year and then the students literally vote
to decide whom to give it to. This year, the Bucks
County Emergency Homeless Shelter, the focus of our
community-wide tikkun olam project, was their choice.
For more information about our school, contact
Rabbi Anna at 215-287-5128 or rabbianna@gmail.com.

Y Y Y
Spiritual Life News

The next Spiritual Life Committee meeting will be
Sunday, July 1, at Rabbi Anna’s home, 3331 Pine Road,
Huntington Valley, PA 19006.
The Spiritual Life Committee would like at least
one school parent to attend to provide cross-pollination
of ideas and integration of the school families into
services.
So far, we have the following summer plans:
July 6
Friday night ANY volunteers?
August 3 Friday Night Service at the Gold’s,
Diane will lead service. Musicians, bring
your instruments!
August 25 Child centered service at Becky Rice’s.

Please call Arnie or me with any questions you may
have.
 			
Diane Gold, Spiritual Life Chair
		
agoldn1@aol.com or 215-295-2028

Y Y Y
Tikkun Olam News

We will continue to collect things for the Family
Service Association Emergency Homeless Shelter
in Levittown from their wish list. Please just bring
donations to TvS events and let me know, either in
person or via email, that you have left something.
As you may have heard PECO scooped us for giving
picnic tables to the homeless shelter. But they have a lot
of needs and actually, they have one right now that may
be more our speed (more labor/less money). So now,
Max is looking for volunteers for a painting project on
June 24. More info is on page 1 of this newsletter. If you
are interested and available then, please contact Max at
maxyaffe@gmail.com or 215/504-9559.
If you are interested in becoming involved with the
Tikkun Olam Committee, please email me.
		 Kina Leitner
		 kina.leitner@gmail.com or 215-378-4868

--

Treasurer’s Note

Please note that the upcoming invoice is the end of
the fiscal year. If you have any balance left to pay, this
is the time to do it.
There is more information about fundraising efforts
for Tzedek v’Shalom on page 7 of this newsletter.
If you have any questions, please contact me.
			
Treasurer Arnie
			
agoldn1@aol.com or 215-295-2028

Y Y Y
TvS Romeo and Juliet Club

The next meeting of the ROMEO and JULIET
lunch club will be held on Wednesday, June 27, 1:00
p.m., at the Langhorne Coffee House, located at the
corner of Maple and Bellevue Avenues, in Langhorne.
				
Joel Bacher
				
carojoel@comcast.net.
* Reconstructionist Old Men Eating Out and Jewish
Unorthodox Ladies Interested in Eating and Talking

Y Y Y
Community Announcements

The June issue of Sh’ma, on the topic of “Place and
Arts,” is now available online. Back issues are also
available on the same site:http://www.shmadigital.
com/shma.

Gratz intensive courses - Earn 3 credits in 6
days! - on campus July 15–20 and/or July 22–27, or
online - 10 courses are being offered in this format
- contact Mindy Blechman at 215-635-7300 x154 or
mblechman@gratz.edu for more information.

Connect with JRF (Jewish Reconstructionist
Federation) - Tzedek v’Shalom is a member of JRF
and you can keep in touch with our parent organization
through its website and its digital newsletter. JRF offers
various listserves to sign up for, depending on your
interests, and is available on Facebook and Twitter. For
more information, contact http://jrf.org.

Y Y
In Our Shul…
Member News

Y

Unbelievably, 3 TvS pets died last month. Our hearts
go out to the Mindlin/Perloffs, who lost Nala; the
Posmontiers, who lost Jasmine; and the Sims/Savrins,
who lost Casie.

Jerry Manas’s new book (written with
a co-author), The Kronos Interference,
comes out June 30th, and received a
starred review in Kirkus. Apparently, only
10 percent of books get starred reviews,
and only a small percentage of those are
from debut authors. The review can be
found here: https://www.kirkusreviews.com/bookreviews/edward-miller/the-kronos-interference/

Refuah Shleymah (Get Well Wishes)

Sydne Boswell, Chaya Sora bat Leah, Josh BoswellLevy’s mother, is very ill and needs our refuah
shleymah prayers.
Please also remember Arline Kessler, Paula Adler’s
mother.

Home Bound (and would love visitors!)

Susan Kitces, Anna Kitces’s mom (lives at the
Kitces/Fishman residence)
Ettie Kernis, Bobbie Posmontier’s mom (lives at the
Posmontier residence)
Eddie Mann, Diane Gold’s dad and our newest
member (lives at Manor Care in Yardley)

Contributions

General Operating Fund
from Joel Bacher in response to the “president’s
appeal”
from Fran and Bernie Heyman in response to the
“president’s appeal”
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
from Fran and Bernie Heyman in honor of Rabbi
Anna and Josh’s baby Adar.

Lifecycle Events at TvS
Anniversaries:

Michele & Paul Kleinbaum		
Sharon Pope and Rob Weintraub		
Al and Eileen Goldstein		
Frances and Bernie Heyman		
Talia deLone and Larry Kennedy
Steve Bacher and Karen Courtney
Marilyn Silberfein and John Pawling
Birthdays:

Clara Pinsky
Susan Glucroft Rattner welcomed her dear new
Meryl Cohen
grandson to the world and posted a beautiful picture on
Tali Adini
Facebook on May 29. Mazel tov to the whole family!
--

June 10, 1979
June 14
June 15, 1969
June 17, 1944
June 18
June 22, 1996
June 27, 1971

June 4, 1994
June 5, 1985
June 6

Greg Plumb
Jake Antoniello
Larry Necowitz
Emma Perloff
Arnie Gold
Jenny Ornsteen James
Cressa Perloff
Esther Lewis
D.J. Kleinbaum
Ilene Pastor
Nora Chong
Zvi Schram
Jean-Pierre Sarandrea
Yahrzeits:

June 6, 1989
June 10
June 12
June 13, 1993
June 14
June 20
June 21, 1987
June 26
June 26, 1982
June 27
June 27
June 29
June 30

Yahrzeit dates are listed here by the Jewish death
day (according to the Jewish calendar) and its
Gregorian equivalent this year. The original death
date follows in parenthesis when available.
Cindy Ornsteen
23 Iyar/May 15(6/1/05)
Beverly Garfield
25 Iyar/May 17 (6/1/97)
Dimon Barth
11 Sivan/June 1 (6/8/87)

Jay Feldman
13 Sivan/June 3 (6/2/93)
Morris Sanders
13 Sivan/June 3 (5/23/75)
Norman Glucroft
14 Sivan/June 4 (5/27/10)
Sarah Hershgordon
14 Sivan/June 4 (6/20/59)
Max Kleinbaum
17 Sivan/June 7 (6/20/00)
Saul Abrams
18 Sivan/June 8 (6/1/47)
Zvi Granek
20 Sivan/June 10 (6/13/71)
Richard deLone
22 Sivan/June 12 (6/23/92
Herman Cohen
23 Sivan/June 13 (6/12/85)
Robert Gordon
23 Sivan/June 13 (6/16/71)
Jacob Moskowitz
23 Sivan/June 13 (6/23/03)
Grace Posmontier
26 Sivan/June 16 (6/27/92)
Mildred Daniels
29 Sivan/June 19 (6/21/09)
Esther Piaskovsky
30 Sivan/June 20 (6/26/06)
Harry Tarlo
1 Tammuz/June 21 (6/23/63)
Barry Cohen
6 Tammuz/June 26 (6/20/99)
Sylvia and Reuben Bishoff
June
Richard Netter
11 Tammuz/July 1 (7/3/09)
Olive Levy Rosenfield 12 Tammuz/July 2 (6/27/10)
Lillian Lande Goldstein 13 Tammuz/July 3
Sarah Weintraub
13 Tammuz/July 3 (6/23/02)

A Big Thank You

Dear TvS Friends,
I just want to thank you all for such a lovely "send-off" at my last day of teaching Hebrew School. I
would've written sooner, but honestly, I was speechless. I still am, so please pardon my writing (no matter
how awkward), and just know how truly touched and grateful I am — even if I cannot successfully convey
here what I am so strongly feeling on the inside.
To see so many of your faces on Sunday warmed my heart. I was shocked at how many of you showed
up! The lovely gifts you selected were just perfect; I don't think I could have picked out better presents for
myself!
But the book that you all put together with letters from students, parents, fellow teachers, and
congregation members took the cake! I cried for days after reading it. Heck, I made my dad read, it and
he got teary eyed! I will save it and cherish it FOREVER!
Teaching Hebrew School is much more difficult than most would think. Prior to my coming to TvS, I
had never taught in a classroom setting. I had a rough go of it for a few years, honestly, until I learned the
ropes, but I am so grateful that you remained patient with me and kept me on! Your children taught me so
much. Any frustrating times have all but left my memory and my heart really only remembers good ones!
I am so grateful for your having allowed me to teach your children. I truly love them all and have very
special memories of each and every one of them — ask me some time! I am soooo going to miss them!
I cannot close without also thanking you all again from the bottom of my heart for all that you have
done for my family — especially when Jim was sick. So many of you sent meals and money to help us
during our family's greatest challenge. For this we are eternally grateful. Words cannot express. We did
our best to send everyone very personal, hand-written notes of thanks, but so many sent
anonymously, and we could not reach you personally. These gifts we can never repay.
Please know that the TvS community holds a very special place in our hearts.
…OK, so much for speechless… My words just cannot do these acts of kindness
justice…
							
With much love,
							
Michelle Taylor (and family too)

--

Sustaining Tzedek v’Shalom

As we near the end of our fiscal year, we would like to make one small, but very important, appeal for a nominal “sustaining contribution” to Tzedek v’Shalom.
As the economy has taken a toll on the country over the past couple of years, TVS has not been spared. On
average, congregations across the country typically count on fundraising and donations for up 25% of annual
revenues. This helps protect them from swings in cash flow and budget. While our level of fundraising has never
been that high, we too must occasionally reach out for help.
As small as we are, when times of economic hardships and/or personal situations result in the loss of even
a couple of families, and when students graduate from our religious school and are not immediately replaced by
incoming families, this collectively has a huge impact on us.
Make no mistake, we are committed to keeping TvS a vital Jewish Reconstructionist community, a hidden
gem in Newtown, PA (just maybe not so hidden). We have renewed energy about making our school even more
vibrant and attractive, reaching out to new families and the socially conscious, and refining our programming to
better integrate our community.
To help us achieve this, and so that we may continue to offer programs, pay our bills, keep our religious
school operating, and offer new social justice programs like supporting the Bucks County Homeless Shelter, if
you are in position in the coming weeks and months to include a Sustaining Donation of $54 per family, it would
be much appreciated. If you can afford more, we won’t turn it away! But if each of us can contribute in a small
way, it would make a HUGE impact on our ability to grow and operate.
To do so, simply mail a check to the address on your TvS bill, or include it with your next TvS payment and
mark “sustaining contribution” in the memo of the check.
 				
Our sincerest thanks,
				
Jerry Manas				
Arnie Gold
         			
President 				
Treasurer

Fundraising Focus 5773 (2012/13)

In our last board meeting, the board agreed to put all our fundraising focus on two events for next year (probably in the fall).
One is an idea Debby Chong had proposed, about family hosted dinners — where a family hosts a dinner at
their house and charge a fee, and the funds go to TvS.
Another is the Silent Auction for goods and services — possibly at a winery, as we have done in the past.
We don’t have specific dates yet — that would be part of the planning. But we do know that we need volunteers to help with these events.
TvS Home Dinners or Silent Auction... Please let us know you can help!

Support TvS While Shopping
GENUARDI’s uses E-scrip for rebates. Register your Genuardi’s discount
card to Tzedek v’ Shalom and a percentage of your purchases will be
credited to TvS each month. You can register at the store front desk.
McCAFFREY’S also has a cash register receipts program.
Bring your receipts to events and give them to a board
member or me.

Contact Arnie Gold at 215-295-2028 or agoldn1@aol.com.
--

TvS Calendar — June 2012 • Sivan/Tammuz 5772
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
11 Sivan 2
Shul at the Pool
10:30 a.m. – ???!
@ the Gromer
home

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

30 Sivan 21

1 Tammuz 22

23

6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

7 p.m. Board
meeting @ Arnie
& Diane Gold’s
home

17

18

19

25

26

Tikkun a Room
(painting @ the
homeless shelter)
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

July 1

6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

Rosh Hodesh
Tammuz

Father’s Day

24

20

2

3

6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

Friday Night
@ TvS
w/Rabbi Anna
Boswell-Levy
5:30–9 p.m.
@ NFMH

27

10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Torah Study
@ the Chong
home

Rosh Hodesh
Tammuz

28

6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

29

30

1 p.m.
Romeo & Juliet
Club @ the
Langhorne Coffee
House

4

5

6

7

6–7 p.m. Adult
Hebrew class
@ the Chong
home

3 p.m. Spiritual
Life Committee
meeting @ the
Boswell-Levy
home

17 Tammuz

Tikkun a Room
Painting the dining room
@ The Bucks County Homeless Shelter
Sunday, June 24 @ 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
7301 New Falls Road (7 Library Way)
Levittown, PA 19055

Contact

Max at maxyaffe@gmail.com or 215/504-9559 to sign up.

--

Tzedek v’Shalom Tzedakah Opportunities
Donor (s) _____________________________________________Telephone ________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
Date ____________ Enclosed is a contribution of $ ___________ to the following fund:

q General Operating Fund

q Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

q Jordan Wallis TvS Memorial Fund

q Torah Fund

q Prayer Books Fund

q Tzedakah Fund

Please make checks payable to Tzedek v’Shalom.
Send to: Arnie Gold, Treasurer
Tzedek v’Shalom
Post Office Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940
Some suggested occasions you may wish to commemorate with your donations:
œ With Gratitude to: ____________________________________________________
For _____________________________________________________________
œ Mazel Tov to: Name(s) ________________________________________________

q On his/her graduation / birthday

q On the birth / naming / adoption

q On their wedding / engagement

of: _____________

/ wedding anniversary

q On becoming a bat/bar mitzvah
œ Condolences to: ___________________________________________ on the recent
death of _________________________________________________________
œ In memory of ________________________________________________________
œ Get well wishes (Refuah Shelemah) to: ____________________________________
œ Special message: ______________________________________________________
Please send an acknowledgment to:
Name ____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code ________________________________________________

--

Red Cross-certified
Baby Sitters Available!
Just give us call at 215*504*5571.
If you have friends who are looking for baby
sitters, please tell them about us! Thanks,

Michela and Hannah Lewis,
TvS teens!

Ralph’s Computer Service
Ralph Posmontier - Owner

Ralphpos@verizon.net

On-Site P.C. Upgrades, Repair, Training, and Software Support
Windows 98/XP/Vista—Network Support - Established 1993
32 N. Lincoln Avenue
Newtown, PA 18940
Phone: (215) 579-9816
Mobile: (215) 962-1494

