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From Our President, Jerry Manas…

Reconnect, Rethink, Reengage…
ReJEWvenate
It is with great honor and humility that I begin my
term as president of Tzedek v’Shalom—honor because
I get to be able to serve our community in the greatest
capacity I can; and humility because I’ll be following
the enormous contributions of our past co-presidents,
Ruth Jampol, Noa Kuzma, and Wendy Friedman. After
all, as a congregation we managed to thrive and maintain our membership while many other congregations
struggled to stay afloat. I think that’s a testament to our
co-presidents, our passionate volunteers, and our rabbi.
Looking to the coming year, I can see three areas
that I believe will be cornerstones for Tzedek v’Shalom
as we move forward:
• Bringing renewed relevance to the name Tzedek v’Shalom through a strong commitment to
Tikkun Olam—repairing the world,
• Continuing the solid partnership between the
board and Rabbi Anna, working together to
fulfill a common vision,
• Building on our already strong volunteer cul-
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ture to achieve great things in our congregation
and surrounding community.
We’ve also heard from many of our congregants
through our survey, which was handed out at the
Congregational Meeting, and we’ll be following up
with phone calls as well. So far, we’ve heard loud and
clear the call for more social action, more music-related
activities and events, and more intergenerational activities. We’ve also received a wealth of wonderful ideas.
To review all these items, we now have a marketing/membership cross-functional team, co-led by Bob
Abrahamson and Linda Gold, and we have an upcoming board retreat in August, where the new board will
work together to explore all the possibilities and plan
the new year.
As some of you know, my background is in research, writing, and training for organizational leadership and management. And yet I’m acutely aware
that the needs of a spiritual organization are unique as
compared to a corporation. The language is different as
(Continued on page 3)
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Summer Services and
Torah Study

Friday Night @ TvS
Friday, September 9

Friday, July 8 @ 7 p.m.
Friday Evening Service and Oneg Shabbat
Leaders: Bobbie and Ralph Posmontier
Location: at the home of Bobbie and Ralph Posmontier
32 N. Lincoln Avenue, Newtown, Pa 18940
215-579-2644

Last year, TvS introduced a popular,
new format for our Friday Shabbat
program — a sort of “serial synaplex”
— during which a variety of events progress
through the evening.

Saturday, July 23 @ 10 a.m.
Torah Study and Kiddush
Location: at a member’s home TBA.

The first Friday Night @ TvS in September will
feature poems on self-reflection. People can bring
in their favorites or write their own for the Maariv
section, and Kabbalat Shabbat will be a classic
family-friendly service with lots of singing and
a short story and discussion about newness and
renewal.

Friday, August 12 @ 7 p.m.
Friday Evening Service and Oneg Shabbat
Leaders: Naomi Mindlin and Jean Ryersbach
This service will be the first community gathering
following the unveiling for Carolyn Bacher.
Location: at the home of Joel Bacher
56 Cypress Place
Newtown, Pa 18940
215-860-3565

5:30 p.m. Community set-up for potluck
6:00 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat: Welcome in
Shabbat with this family-friendly service
6:30 p.m. Potluck dinner
7:15 p.m. Clean-up shared by all
7:30 p.m. Ma’ariv: a more adult-oriented
program

Saturday, August 20 @ 10 a.m.
Torah Study and Kiddush
Location: at a member’s home TBA.

Location: Newtown Friends Meeting House
219 Court St. (off State St.), Newtown, PA

Tzedek v’Shalom
P.O. Box 863
Newtown, PA 18940
(215) 860-0119
http://tzedekvshalom.org
Anna Boswell-Levy
Rabbi and Education Director

215-287-5128

President: Jerry Manas
215-341-6413
Vice-President: TBA (in negotiation)
Secretary: Cindy Weiss Fisher
215-860-0326
Treasurer:
Steve Pastor (Finance Chair)
215-702-1880
Education (Committee Co-Chairs)
Marc Bloom
267-364-5438
Becky Rice  	
215-504-4247
Fundraising (Committee Chair, open)
Membership/Marketing (Committee Co-Chairs)
Linda Gold  	
215-741-4571
  Bob Abrahamson  	
215-968-1956
Shammus Coordinator
Ralph Posmontier
215-579-2644

Spiritual Life (Committee Chair)
Diane Gold
215-295-2028
Tikkun Olam (Committee Chair)
Kina Leitner
215-493-3966
Past Co-Presidents:
Wendy Friedman (Fund-raising)
215-579-9275
Ruth Jampol
215-860-8903
Noa Kuzma (Fund-raising)
215-493-8418
Intergenerational Activities/Events/
Adult Ed (Liaison) - OPEN
Please feel free to contact any member of
our Board for any additional information.
Y Y Y
Non-Board Committee Chairs and Coordinators:
Acts of Caring
Debbie Chong
215-504-9268
Jeannie Ryersbach
215-943-4565
Teen Coordinator
Wendy Friedman
215-579-9275
Webmaster
Jerry Manas
215-698-7957
Newsletter Editor: Naomi Mindlin 215-757-8921
To submit news to the newsletter:
email: nsmindlin@photoreview.org

--

(Continued from page 1)
well. But some things are not so different. Both need a
core set of values and a compelling mission. And both
need to grow in order to remain solvent and self-sustaining.
In South Africa, they have a concept called Ubuntu,
which focuses on connectedness to a community.
Whether you’re a business or a spiritual organization,
the same concept applies there. The focus is always on
prospering so that you can help the community. As Nelson Mandela said, “Ubuntu does not mean that people
should not enrich themselves. The question therefore
is: Are you going to do so in order to enable the community around you to improve?” And so, growth and
social action go hand in hand.
I believe that by passionately focusing on Tikkun
Olam and the community around us—both within our
congregation and external to it—we will grow as a congregation, and as individuals. And the more we grow,
the more we’ll have to offer. For my part, I will look
forward to working with Rabbi Anna and the board
to fulfill this vision—which I believe is consistent
with the founders of Tzedek v’Shalom—as well as the
challenge and joy that comes with helping to make a
difference. Our marketing team came up with a tagline
for our new identity that I think says it all: Reconnect,
Rethink, Reengage… ReJEWvenate. Thinking of all
the fun and meaningful things we’ll be doing, I feel
ReJEWvenated already!
					
L’shalom,
					
Jerry Manas
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Board News
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Our next TvS Board meeting is Tuesday, July12th
at 7 p.m. at Cindy Weiss-Fisher’s home, 122 Colonial
Drive, Newtown, PA. Also, we have a board retreat
on Sunday August 7th from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Location
TBD
Jerry, our new president, will often write a message
for the newsletter. And the new board, although listed,

Rabbi Anna is away for the month
of July. If you have an urgent
rabbinic need, please contact Jerry
Manas at 215-341-6413 or jerry.
manas@gmail.com. He will put
you in touch with Rabbi Judith
Abrahamson, a local rabbi who
will serve as our “backup” rabbi
in the event of an urgent pastoral
or lifecycle situation.

is still in flux. We may have a VP soon. Stay posted
for the latest news on that front! And Kina Leitner has
agreed to service as chairperson of our Tikkun Olam
committee.
Finally, the board is working on the definitive report about the congregational meeting held in June. The
board has posted the revised by-laws, which passed, on
our website.
Contact information for the Board is always on
page 2 of the newsletter.
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Spiritual Life News

We are still considering a Tisha B’Av program—
possibly joining in with a Conservative synagogue
and others. Our first “Friday Night @ TvS” of the new
season will be on September 9, with the theme of preparing for the High Holidays and a focus on poetry/self
reflection. Planning is also already underway for Selichot (held the Saturday evening before Rosh Hashanah)
and the High Holidays.
Rabbi Anna is preparing a list of congregants’ Hebrew names to facilitate being called to the Torah.
At the congregational meeting, “Friday night @

GENUARDI’s uses E-scrip for rebates. Register your Genuardi’s discount
card to Tzedek v’Shalom and a percentage of your go to TvS.
MCCAFFREY’S has a cash register receipts program. Bring your receipts to
events and give them to a board member or me.
For more info, Contact Arnie Gold at 215-295-2028 or agoldn1@aol.com.

--

TVS” received positive feedback. In addition, we presented our idea for a new format on Saturday morning
and most people were willing to try it and evaluate it.
We also discussed the lack of children’s attendance at
services and possible things to try. And finally, someone suggested that adult congregants could attend
Sunday morning assembly and services at the school.
The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday August 7
at 5 p.m. at the Chong’s home at 417 Edgeboro Drive,
Newtown, Pa. 18940. Please call Arnie or me with
questions.
 			
– Diane Gold, Spiritual Life Chair
		
agoldn1@aol.com or 215-295-2028

Seeking Torah Readers

In anticipation of the High Holidays, this summer
Rabbi Anna will be training anyone interested in chanting, or leyning, Torah. Please let her know asap if you
are interested, or at least curious. Also, if you would be
willing and able to chant Torah for the High Holidays,
Rabbi Anna wants to hear from you! She can record
your aliyah and provide you with all materials you
need so you can practice over the summer. Please call
or email her asap (rabbianna@gmail.com or 215-2875128) — or she might be calling you…

Gabbai Volunteers Needed

In an effort to better organize our Torah services
and educate ourselves about how to run a Torah service, Rabbi Anna would like to train a cohort of TvSers
on how to be a gabbai — a person who calls the aliyot
and runs the Torah service. You only need to know how
to read Hebrew on a basic level; Hebrew fluency is not
required! Due to our informal nature, the role of a gabbai at TvS is distinct from what it might be at another
shul, so please be in touch with Rabbi Anna (rabbianna@gmail.com or 215-287-5128) if you are curious
about what is involved.
The Spiritual Life committee and Rabbi Anna are
also preparing a handbook on the duties of the gabbai at
TvS. Debbie Chong is already at work preparing cards to
be handed out by the gabbai to people receiving an aliyah. The cards will have a quote about the honor of being
called for aliyah and choreograph positions and actions.

High Holidays Preparations

If you are available to help me coordinate the readings and aliyot for the high holy days 5772, please
contact me. 		
Many thanks.
Debbie Chong
chong.debbie@gmail.com

Mark your calendar…

Selichot takes place Saturday evening, September 24th.
Rosh Hashanah begins Wednesday evening, September 28th.
Kol Nidre is Friday evening, October 7th, with Yom
Kippur following on Saturday, October 8th.
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Schools News
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For information about our school, contact Marc
Bloom, our Education Chair, at 267-364-5438 or
marc6868@verizon.net, or Rabbi Anna, our Education
Director, at 215-287-5128 or rabbianna@gmail.com.

Y Y Y
TvS Romeo Club

The ROMEO* Club had another
successful lunch meeting on Monday,
June 27. The ROMEO Club will next
meet on Tuesday, July 26, at the Langhorne Coffee Shop at 1:00 p.m. at the
corner of Maple and Bellevue Avenues
in Langhorne.
			
–Joel Bacher, carojoel@comcast.net
*Retired Old Men Eating Out, now adapted to “Reconstructionist” (or not) Old (or Young) Men Eating Out
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Community Announcements

Free Digital Learning - Each month the journal Sh’ma
posts a couple of essays from its print publication. To
read all of the essays—which create a “conversation-inprint” —you can click on the “Subscription” link on the
homepage or sign up for the free digital edition of the
journal. This month, Sh’ma focuses on health, illness,
suffering, healing, and hope. The journal explores the
power of prayer — in particular, the Misheberach, the
prayer for healing. It also looks at ritual and its capacity
to effect healing, at strategies for maintaining a realistic sense of hope in facing illness or any number of
challenging situations, and at the relationship between
hope and suffering. This issue is dedicated “to the life
and work of Debbie Friedman z”l, whose music has
inspired hopefulness in the face of despair and perseverance in the face of an embattled spirit.” For further
information about Sh’ma, visit www.shma.com.

--

Connect with JRF (Jewish Reconstructionist Federation) - Tzedek v’Shalom is a member of JRF and you
can keep in touch with our parent organization through
its website and its digital newsletter. JRF offers various
listserves to sign up for, depending on your interests,
and is available on Facebook and Twitter. For more
information, contact http://jrf.org.
Art Tour to Israel - Galilee International Management
Institute is planning an “Israeli and Jewish Art Study
Tour” in Israel on January 3–10, 2012. Four subjects
will be covered: One Hundred Years of Art in Israel,
Contemporary Israeli Art, Arabic Artists In Israel,
and Israeli Artists Deal with the Holocaust. The study
tour is designed for academics, museum employees,
and community members interested in current trends
and the history of Israeli and Jewish Art. For further
information, contact Mrs. Shoshi Norman, Programme
Director, Centre of Middle East and Religious Studies,
Galilee International Management Institute, at snorman@galilcol.ac.il or www.galilcol.ac.il.

In Our Shul…

Karen Courtney and Steve and Julian Bacher
officially welcomed their new daughter and sister into
their family on May 9, 2011. Na (nicknamed Nana)
Carolyn Rose Courtney, born January 1, 2009, is
“terrific, adjusting very well — as good as can be,”
according to her obviously pleased mom. And grandpa,
Joel Bacher, reports that his (wonderful) granddaughter
spends the whole day following around his (wonderful)
grandson Julian. Karen expects that we will all get to
meet Nana soon. Mazel tov to the whole family!
Thank you to everyone who helped my family
and me during our recent journey through the medical world. My doctors and “consultants” (two family friends who reviewed all of the pre-surgery tests)
voiced their amazement at the swiftness of my recovery. I firmly believe that the healing service so many
people participated in the night before I “went under”
greatly effected me. I can report, for a fact, that I imagined it for days afterwards. And then there were the
meals and visits and cards and calls. For each and every
“milestone” walk — first to the end of the block and
eventually more than a mile — a TvS friend accompanied me. My family and I feel truly blessed.
				

Naomi Mindlin

Refuah Shleymah (Get Well Wishes)
Jules and Arline Kessler, Paula Adler’s parents
Renee Desobry — also would love to have visitors!
Jim Taylor

Home Bound (and would love visitors!)

Susan Kitces, Anna Kitces’s mom (lives at the Kitces/Fishman residence)
Ettie Kernis, Bobbie Posmontier’s mom (lives at the
Posmontier residence)
Eddie Mann, Diane Gold’s dad (lives at Manor Care
in Yardley)

Contributions

General Fund
from Lee and Kina Leitner, “in honor of Ethan’s teachers this year — Joel, Steve, Ralph, Michelle, and
Rabbi Anna. Thank you all for a wonderful year!”

Lifecycle Events at TvS
Anniversaries:
Noa Kuzma and Frumi Cohen
Howard & Sharon Blumenthal
Kina and Lee Leitner
Al & Debby Bossio
Jennifer and Bob Abrahamson
Jennifer Paget & Mark Pinsky
Ilene and Steven Pastor
Anna and Josh Boswell-Levy
Tali Adini and Jon Thorne
Birthdays:
Fritzi Rose James
Kate Weintraub
Rebecca Fishman
Eileen Goldstein
Debby Bossio
Jeffrey Bossio
Marcia Gordon
Anna Kitces
Nathan Garfield
Elizabeth Manas
Emma Chong
Gabrielle Bloom
Seth Fein
Stan James
Arli Necowitz
Audrey Fisher
Mark Pinsky
Paula Adler
Lindsey Pastor
Susan Levin

--

July 4, 1994
July 7, 1977
July 16, 1989
July 22, 1989
July 28, 1991
August 5
August 16, 1982
August 17, 2008
August 23, 1992
July 1, 1995
July 1, 1991
July 10
July 12
July 13
July 16
July 16
July 16
July 22, 1990
July 23
July 24
July 25, 2006
July 28
July 28
July 29, 1999
July 30, 2005
July 31
August 1
August 3, 1993
August 8

Josh Boswell-Levy
Victor Chong
Linda Gold
Goldie Cohen
Michael Blumenthal
Anna Boswell-Levy
Peter Plumb
Jennifer Paget
Lee Leitner
Ian Bloom
Joan Plumb
Diane Gold
Susan Talia deLone
Patty Sims
Cindy Weiss-Fisher
Owen Panick

August 10
August 11
August 12
August 14
August 15, 1985
August 16
August 16
August 17
August 19
August 22, 2004
August 22
August 24
August 24
August 26
August 27
August 31

Yahrzeits:
Yahrzeit dates are listed here by the Jewish death
day (according to the Jewish calendar) and its Gregorian equivalent this year. The original death date
follows in parenthesis when available.
Mildred Daniels 			 29 Sivan/July 1 (6/21/09)
Esther Piaskovsky		 30 Sivan/July 2 (6/26/06)
Harry Tarlo			
1 Tammuz/July 3 (6/23/63)

Barry Cohen			
Richard Netter
Harvey Wallis			
Olive Levy Rosenfield
Lillian Lande Goldstein
Sarah Weintraub			
Lorry Greenberg			
Nettie Tarlo
Morris Perloff
Irving Lilienstein
Sybia Pastor
Moon Hee Chong
Elaine S. Feldman
Jacques Spoerry
Carolyn Bacher
Arthur Mallin
Reba Heyman
Marjorie Moskowitz
Israel Hershgordon
Esther Fein
Etta Blask
Estelle Lilienstein
Norman Gromer

6 Tammuz/July 8 (6/20/99)
11 Tammuz/July 13 (7/3/09)
12 Tammuz/July 14 (7/5/90)
12 Tammuz/July 14 (6/27/10)
13 Tammuz/July 15
13 Tammuz/July 15 (6/23/02)
16 Tammuz/July 18 (6/30/99)
23 Tammuz/July25 (7/12/85)
1 Av/August 1 (7/31/92)
3 Av/August 3 (7/11/75)
5 Av/August 5 (7/16/10)
9 Av/August 9 (8/7/03)
10 Av/August 10 (7/28/04)
12 Av/August 12 (7/23/10)
14 Av/August 14 (7/25/10)
15 Av/August 15 (8/10/87)
21 Av/August 21 (8/19/73)
23 Av/August 23 (8/5/61)
1 Elul/August 31 (8/12/34)
2 Elul/September 1 (8/25/79)
4 Elul/September 3 (8/18/77)
5 Elul/September 4 (9/7/97)
9 Elul/September 8 (8/26/93)
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Help Needed

We need your help. On June 8, a few of us moved all of the TvS properties
(books, holy ark, ritual materials, etc.) to a public storage facility in Newtown
(The torahs are in members’ homes). This was because of scheduled painting at
the Newtown Friends Meeting House. The move to the storage unit was accomplished by three men and two younger people. Please let’s have more volunteers
for the move back, scheduled for Sunday,  July 3. Date TBA
In addition to people who will carry things, we need help in organizing
the contents of the closet. This is a good opportunity to throw out unnecessary
items.
We’ll meet on Sunday, July 3, at 1:00 p.m. (Date TBA) at Penn’s
Self Storage, 104 Penn’s Trail, in Newtown. It’s near the Newtown Bypass.
Please let Joel Bacher at carojoel@comcast.net know if you plan to be there.
Thanks,
Your TvS fellow members

--

--

Mitzvah Corner
June Thank You’s to…

Everyone who helped with our Friday Night @ TvS in
June.
Rabbi Anna and Josh who hosted our Shavuot
celebration, to Zvi Schramm for leading a session
on shamanism and Rabbi Anna for leading the book
discussion about God and beliefs, and everyone who
brought such delicious food. With chai (18) people,
we felt like a substantial group and had very lively
and thought provoking discussions.
Debbie and Victor Chong for hosting our Torah

service when the Newtown Meeting House became
unavailable.
Fran and Bernie Heyman for hosting and leading our
Torah Study in June. We miss them in the winter and
relish their hospitality in the summer.
Rabbi Anna for leading and the Posmontier’s for
hosting the Services Refresher Course, attended by a
table-full of people.
Debbie Chong for volunteering her teaching skills all
year, helping adults in our shul learn Hebrew and study
Torah. Debbie’s teaching is a real gift to our shul.

One Minute Tzedakah
One minute is all it takes to give free food, or a
mammogram, or animal care, or veterans’ meals,
or autism therapy, or child healthcare, or books,
or wildlife habitat protection.
Just connect to one of the sites below and find the
“Click here to give — It’s FREE!” button at the top
of the page. All the other sites have links at the top
of the homepage, so connecting is easy.
It takes only ONE MINUTE to give to all of these causes — and you can do
it daily.

www.thehungersite.com		
www.thebreastcancersite.com
www.theanimalrescuesite.com www.theveteranssite.com
www.thechildhealthsite.com		
www.theliteracysite.com
www.therainforestsite.com

Share TvS with a new friend.
Remember to hand out TvS “business” cards!
--

Tzedek v’Shalom Tzedakah Opportunities
Donor (s) _____________________________________________Telephone ________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
Date ____________ Enclosed is a contribution of $ ___________ to the following fund:

q General Operating Fund

q Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

q Jordan Wallis Memorial Fund

q Torah Fund

q Prayer Books Fund

q Tzedakah Fund

Please make checks payable to Tzedek v’Shalom.
Send to: Steve Pastor, Treasurer
Tzedek v’Shalom
Post Office Box 863
Newtown, Pa. 18940
Some suggested occasions you may wish to commemorate with your donations:
œ With Gratitude to: ____________________________________________________
For _____________________________________________________________
œ Mazel Tov to: Name(s) ________________________________________________

q On his/her graduation / birthday

q On the birth / naming / adoption

q On their wedding / engagement

of: _____________

/ wedding anniversary

q On becoming a bat/bar mitzvah
œ Condolences to: ___________________________________________ on the recent
death of _________________________________________________________
œ In memory of ________________________________________________________
œ Get well wishes (Refuah Shelemah) to: ____________________________________
œ Special message: ______________________________________________________
Please send an acknowledgment to:
Name ____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code ________________________________________________

--

Red Cross-certified
Baby Sitters Available!
Just give us call at 215*504*5571.
If you have friends who are looking for baby
sitters, please tell them about us! Thanks,

Michela and Hannah Lewis,
TvS teens!

Ralph’s Computer Service
Ralph Posmontier - Owner

Ralphpos@verizon.net

On-Site P.C. Upgrades, Repair, Training, and Software Support
Windows 98/XP/Vista—Network Support - Established 1993
32 N. Lincoln Avenue
Newtown, PA 18940
Phone: (215) 579-9816
Mobile: (215) 962-1494

